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5 And it happened, that from the time he appointed him in- his house and over whatever he
had, HasHEM blessed the Egyptian’s house on Joseph’s account, so that HASHEM's blessing was
in whatever he owned, in the house and in the field. ¢ He left all that he had in Joseph's custody

and with him present he concerned himself with nothing except for the bread he ate. Now :

Joseph was handsgme of form and handsome of appearance. -

7 After these things, his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph and she said, “Lie with meQ e

8 But he adamam@l\g refused; he said to his master’s wife, “Look — with me here, my master
concerns himself about nothing in the house, and whatever he has he placed in my custody:
9 There is no one greater in this house than I, and he has denied me nothing but you, since you
are his wife; how then can I perpetrate this great evil and have sinned against God!"”

19 And so it was — just as she coayed Joseph day after day, so he would not listen o
her to lie beside her, to be with her. @%en there was an opportune day when he entered

“inaxm niwy — To do his work. According to one view in
the Talmud (Sotah 36b), Joseph's resistance had cracked,
and the work he came to do was to yield to her advances. But
ythen, the visage of his father appeared to him, saying that if
he consorted with her, his name would not bé Worthy to ap-
“pear with those of his brothers on the Kohen Gadol’s Breast-
plate. When Joseph heard that he would be forfeiting his
standing as a building block of the Jewish people, he
strengthened his resolve and resisted her importunities.

As noted in the commentary to 37:3, the faces of Jacob
and‘Joseph reflecte.fi the holiness of their joint calling, and
it was Joseph's destiny to succeed Jacob as the leader of Is-
rael. If so, this would explain why Joseph saw Jacob's face at *
thi¢ crucial moment when his spiritual greatness hung in the -
balance. His father’s face reminded him of what he was sup-
posed to be. Joseph had richly earned this spiritual interver®
tion by virtue of his allegiance to the ideals of Israel, even in

" slavery. When he saw Jacob's face, he realized that he could

the house to do his work — no man of the household staff being there in the house‘-v_—

. \
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The Sages of the Gemara speak of the cosmic effect of Yosef’s having resisted the
temptation placed in his path: When a rasha* appears before the Heavenly Tribunal to
give an accounting of all the deeds of his lifetime and to receive his due, he will be asked,
“Why didn’t you engage in Torah s‘udy?” If he replies, “I was exceedingly handsome

‘and was totally distracted by my yetzer haga,” they will respond with the question, “Do
you really think you were more attractive than Yosef?” Thus, Yosef indicts the resha'im

(Yuma 35b). -,

- Elsewhere in the Gemara, however, we find a passage that seems_to play down
Yosef’s success in his battle against the designs of the Satan: At that moment [when
-‘}@sef s righteousness was being tested by. Potiphar’s wife], his father’s visage appeared
to him_in the window. His father said, “Yosef, your name and your brothers’ names
are destined to be etched into the stones of the [kohen gadol’s) Ezphod Do you really
esire that your name be removed from among theirs?” (Sofah 36b). According to
that passage, it was only through the miraculous intervention of his father’s visage that
fpsef was able to withstand the Satan’s test and resist the temptation of Potiphar’s wife.
ccordingly, we seem to have found a defense for anyone else who succumbs to.a trials

ould never have stumbled” How then can Yosef’s resistance indict the resha’im? On
contrary, this incident seems to serve as an argument for acquitting others who did
succeed where Yosef did.

[

not destroy himself by acceding to Potiphar’s wife.
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mind the térm for cohabitation k'3 — Tosafoth to Sotak

36b). But at that moment the image of his father - n”apny ,%ana wpn D”RN 2535 ,9I0 XN NR RIS NPRID IROM
appeared. to him and said: Yosef, the names of your’ ay DR 5w 1M 8% Yann nr INwn
brothers will one day be engraved on the precious stones :

of the eyfod (one of the sacred garments of the high priest - "EMY AR PIN BNY 1A HONY 5N INRIY 0N )T, TTRR IR

Aharon; see Exodus 28:27) and your name is to be

! y 2 ” )¢
included. Do you want your name to be erased from the Y rapne TXPQ,]D o

rest? Do you want to be called an associate of prosti- !
4 ] o ' / Immon y ”
. tutes?” (cf. Tosafoth ibid.). This sudden apparition was 0223 BINORAN DR MY A73pNY KON
Y able to hold Yosef back just as he was about-to yield to the SV MY DR 27M L7010 5190 R M Y93 PRRNNY N o) ,]AV

temptation. From then on, concludes R. Meir, theéypa-

; 17
triarch Yisrael became the true shepherd of his son, as-it R-ide 1112 3PN - D¥ARNN DX 73X .7"apR

is said: Give ear, O shepherd of Israel, Y8 ayr®You ;
) B MR y -~ 15
Whe lead Yosef like a hook (Palms 80.2) IMRY *Lv PORN - 1YY N3 ,0N%Y NIV DN TRYY ,PYINN 0V On %
No definition can better express the supreme objec- TV N7APA 7PN NI2IML,PNINSY 33N PIN NN 12NN ,NT0 D1 R .0
tive of 2 Jewish upbringing than the midrashic account of : APY 79 MPYT MNT ANYIMY YT %Y 2TTRY 4OV

Yosef’s inner struggle against the temptation of Potifar’s

wife. The vision of Yosef's venerable father appeared to V
}Qm justas;the will'of the young man weakened, just as he @M Y9977 IRIND 707MNRI JOVY YD N2 973 3p» "1 1370 K90

was about to sin. She believed she had at last seduced and 2 2py’ 59 Mt ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ D ,2pY’ YV NPYT MNT DRwn IR 1”apn

charmed him. It was.then that the sudden vision gave him , . - !'79320N KOO
the strength. to- control himself, to triumph- over his . »
moment of weakness and to conquer his nature, now so IPOR 127,550 1M HMW UNRD NOXN 17PN TR 130N P T A
high-strung .after the .long months of heroic resistance ?

3 the:lo; aths . 2PIXN QoM
When a child’s training and upbringing are such that even : . ! " o 12
lt\he hias Iong been separated from the family home and BAYY NNPDANY (Y ,DMNI (Y072 TINYIY 1ONn n"apn PRY ,ROR

gven if F€ 1§Tost in the midst of licentious surroundings in
a\ faraway country, his father’s influence still guides him
toward moral ¥ictory, then this training is the ideal Jewish

992 PORNIV ANRN 772p0 NAxXn IR 1YW MIDNNN DY sa5R-091T)
b - NI NYY MIPDNN LPY IMIN Y331 - DR INRNNIY NI ,um:i

upbringing. } PN N 5 1NN TEHNN 1Y NN 171pn ,PRRNI TWRIY IR Wwmma/
8 [170] DORASH DOVID ' 7 »
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Now we can understand that Yaakov’s visage, which appeared to Yosef through the , 179
vindow, did not endow Yosef with superhuman strength to withstand his test; it did wbm g . y,/ 2P
10t provide him with some magic amulet or armament with which to succeed in batfle i .
1gamst the Satan’s schemes. Rather, it aroused in him the realization of what wagat pypx X0 - W¥Y NP3 1Y YY GOV 12300 NN MY TORIY INRY | N
; ake, of the dangerous consequences of opening a crack in his bond with his father. ., WDV RIY7D P yaon T1T9 oyn NI NNYT ROY?0 AMRY IR PN
‘ndeed, it was their unique bond that enabledYosef to perceive his father’s visage - _nm’.; Amp R 9127 K9 A2 NTIPIY YN TWRD WYY XYM
hrough the window; and it was that very bond that Yosef saw in his fathers face. ‘ 1Ry

%The unique Heavenly intervention that Yosef experienced at the time of his test is T PIsb KA (PO NYYAY 29 NN 2R 57 XY DIAR 23 KPR REDI .
the legacy of the entire Jewish nation. Anyone challenged with a spiritual test can prove n o mnn‘m Jorgrio TITIYR RBYT RIPPD 1 NN W VIR Hw upmT
wgrthy of such intervention—a Heavenly reminder of the dire consequences that an 5 R GEYN
pibigia)l 'IT’JU 535 IR VY DIRN 'I\’JRD L9 NOYR YR DN PR D
ms.ppropnate response would bring in its wake. Indeed, the greater the test, the greater e —
y

will be the intervention to help dne rescue oneself from the Clutches of evil And this NRWT RNY?D Y0 oW VoY DWown ™ - v 127 -
Eswhat the Gemara means by its statenient, “Yosef indicts the resha’im” If Yosef was 2020 NR AW R K DR OYIN WA YT PR N2 NTIPIY Y0 XN W

le to withstand sucha great test of his moral strength by contemplating the meaning  px jpoI NYW TWRD N‘;gn-,'y 19 5% - DIN TY PMMI DR D¥N0 1R Y
the Heavenly intervention on his behalf, then every other Jew as well is capable of nYY XN TR MYTAYAY TIVH NHIRAI IMR_DYION PRI Wb D!y
overcoming any trial or tribulation that the Satan throws at him. But he must nurture VWY

qov DINR DY MAT NYMN NYRR TR VPN 0N navYn ,Nnym
R DV P DN 1'7’»:\1 DIYD ARD ,DYVIN DR 2700 917 ) 51:» PYIND
D93 TN DN R - QDY NRT NYYY DWI DIVWOIN DM nx pI¥nm ,0nvY
IRIONYN DMK 'nvbvxn P DNYN A1 MmN N3YaMm RNDVT RNYy»oY

and utilize the Heavenly intervention that comes to one who sincerely wishes to de
the adversary. Anyone who decides to ignore the opportunities that Hashem: plai
in his lap with such intervention truly deserves to be rebuked with, “Were you m
handsome than Yosef?”

This also explains Yaakov’s admonition in Yosef’s vision, “Your name and y
brothers’ names are destined to be etched into the stones of the [kohen gadols
Eiphod. Do you really desire that your name be removed from among theirs?”
the magnitude of Yosef’s test that warranted such words from his father. And in |
manner the Master of the Universe arouses every person; in accordance wit
particular challersge that he must overcome.
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“My Father’s Visage”—Every Pe Sox's Private Task o
. Yosef Hatzaddik has thus taught us d singular method by which we canextn
oprselves from the shackles of the Satan, to avoid falling into the bo.t’fomless aby
sin: A person should always seek t» strengthen and dgepen th.e spll:xmal bonds
connect him to his father or mentor. The Sages of earlier generations I}ave revea} :
‘us the great spiritual benefits that jroceed from a close cqx.mection mth the spiri
giants of the nation, the prophets a:id sages of each generation. The spiritual enexg
sueh a bond can actually fashion an additional soul for a person, & soul that can offs
powerful protection in times of cris:s and tribulation. .
-

Thus, an indispensable tactic in_nan's personal battle ag"fiinst the forc‘es of e.tvil
conjure up the visage of his father or mentor, for that vé'r?%xg_age_can shield hun.
sin. Consider the Ramban's instrucrions to h.i§ son: “My sofi, reinember me at alI t].m
Let my visage be in front of your eves; do not remove it from before you. Do not d
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to do anything that you know I i=spise. Observe this instruction, and you shall I

-

omnoPs

AN

here are conflicting views in the Gemara (Sotah 36b) as to

what our posuk means. One opinion is that Yosef came to

work as uRial. Another is that Yosef’s resistance had finally
cracked, and he came to give in to Potiphar’s wife’s advances; however,
an image of his father appeared to him, and he strengthened himself and .

fled from her. o . ‘
Chazal are teaching us a fundamental lesson in acquitng yiras

J

Shomayim, fear of Heaven. Yaakov was Yosef's rebbe, and only after
seeing the image of his rebbe did Yosef regain his yiras Shomay:m.
Chazal (Avos 4:.5) teach us this concept: "Dy K73 137 RIM, The
fear of your r&ée_shb_yld be like the fear of Heaven.” Likewise, 'm
Kiddushin 57a Chazal expound the word n§ in the posuk (De”vanm
6:13) — “NPm Yy 0 g, Hashem your God you shall fear” — fo |
fer to talmidei chachomim. A rebbe is the link between a stud
Heaven. One who thinks he can directly proceed to viras Shomayim

without that aid of a rebbe will not only fail to achieve his goal, but will )

cause himself more harm than good"g;z undoubtedly heading in the

wrong direction .\
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Parshas Vayeshev & Chanukah
The Connection between Yosef HaTzaddik and the Miracle of Chanukah

To address these questions, let us begin with a rév.elation from the divine kabbalist, the author of
the Megaleh Amukos on the Torah (Parshas MiketZ) that the Greek exile served to at;me for the sin
of the sale of Yosef. He states: 731 ... 151 R™DRMI 0701 Sw XvN v75) 11 Yo mmaw~
ZHDY A3 KU XaNs 18 90 589w pbRa phn pab px 1w 1p by 1ns 717 772 Ind
addition, he points out tkat the numerical value of the name [)”O1? equals the numerical value of th :
word$ 171 1751, the king of Greece. ‘ o o

Followmg this line of reasoning, we can deduce from this insight of the Megaleh Amukos that the
sanctity of Yosef HaTzaddik counteracted the negative force of the Greek exile. Therefore, the name
o1, which equals 156, shares the same numerical value as the. name of the Greek leader,
D”21WIR, and as the words 1“1 '1”57:. How nicely this clarifies the words of the Megaleh Amukos
(ibid) in explanation of the Midrash (BR. 24): 5w wmwy nmwnmw ,mm mba 1t qome

. "‘;mws PYN2 PHITEaY PRY MR 1P by 1ans ,and Nk e pmnrma Sxwn—
the word N, #ad the darkness, at the beginning of the Torah is an allusion to the Greek exile;
through their evil decrees they E‘r’&ught darkness upon Yisroel; they would tell them to write on the:
horn of an ox that they were denouncing any association with the G-d of Yisroel.

e explains, in his own incomparable.way, that'this is an allusion to Yosef HaTzaddik who was

called an ox, as we find in the possuk (Devarim 33,17): NP DRY 1M v '1\::"-—ir;

"Ehe blessings Yaakov bestows upon his sons at the end of his life, he likens Yosef to an ox. So, when

the Greeks decreed that ¥isroel write on the horn of an ox that they denounce any association with

the G-d of Yisroel, the}’mtended to create a schism between Yisroel and the sanctity of Yosef

~ HaTzaddik, who is compared to an ox. To the best of our abilities, let us now explore how, indeed,

As

He goes on to explain that Yaakov Avinu perceived through divine inspiration that Yosef HaTzaddik
would also spend time among the govim. Therefore, he made a4speci»al effort to teach him the Torah
lgssons that he learned during those fouirteen years in the Beis Midrash of Ever—specifically, how
to live like a proper, G-d-fearing Jew-even while surrounded by goyim. Seeing as it is tﬁe custom of

Yisroel to-begin teaching a child Torzh at the age of three, Yaakov Avinu also waited until Yosef was
three years old to begin hislessons. '

G

Based on this introduction, we can begin to understand®hat which is written in our parsha (39,11):
#Mian DWW AN AWINRND WK PINY m:;:&n mwyb A Ran o Rt ym—"And it was
on that day that he entered. the house to do his work, and not one of the men of the.
household was there in the house.” Rashi comments on this possuk based on a source in the
Gemorah (Sotzh 36:): “PYom3a Y5 ¥R VAN Sw 1PHT ANND AW TMKI”—“at that very
moment, the image of his father c:me and appeared to him in the window.” A previous possuk
states (39,8): /IR FEM ANIN' nEY qow M’ —“Now Yosef was handsome of form and
handsome 6f appearance.” Therz Rashi comments: 23IX Dnn Swm aaxy nNw e
NN 93 AR AR Sobei NRGRANNR PAN TUAPT TN w3 bobomt e
SPITIR MWK XM (Dw) T ,m"m%gs soon as Yosef saw himself in a position of authority, he
began to eat and drink and curl his hair. The Holy One, Blessed is He, said, “Your father is in
mourning and you curl your hair? [ will provoke the bear against you!” Thereupon, “His master’s

wife cast her eyes upon Yosef..."

The holy, gaon of Shinaveh, zy"a, ia Diﬁéi Yechezkel asks how is it even possible to imagine that
Yosef HaTzaddik, the personification of righteousness, knowing that his father was suffering, could
have pursued worldly pleasures and curled his hair? He resolves the issue as follows:

2

When a tzaddik arrives in a new place, he must figure out what his mission is in that place. Upon
rriving in Egypt, Yosef wished to inform them that a Creator of the world exists. However, no one
*:vanted to associate with him, since he was dressed like a Jew. Therefore, he decided that it was
appropriate to adopt their manner ;?Tiress and to curl his hair, in order to find favor with them and

to gain access to them socially. . -
When the possuk mention.s that “bis master’s wife cast her eyes upon Yosef,” this is an allusion to
the adulterous woman, the Satan, 7i-d save us . .. indicating that Yosef began having inappropriate
thoughts. “And so it was, she coaxed Yosef day after day” means that these improper thoughts were
increasing. “And it was on that day thai he entered the house to do his work”—Targum Onkelos
explains that he wanted to check s personal notebook. :
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Itis the way of the righteous to keep a record of their transgressions in a notebook: so that they will
remember to do teshuvah. Therefore, he went to check this personal notebook of his, to y

which transgression might be_ ba%b_i_m_thg_se improper thoughts; after all, he had never

experienced such thoughts before. “And she grabbed hold of him by his garment” means that the
only sin he found himself guilty of was that he had changed his manner of dress to that of the

idolators. “And he left his garment in her kand, he fled and he ran outside” means that he decided to
e influence of the Satan. (These last three

abandon their manner of dress for good and to flee from th

paragraphs are a loose translation of the previous three paragraphs from the Divrei Yechezkel.)

We can now add'the explanation of Rabpi Yitzchak of Varka, zy”a, concerning the teacﬂing of Chazal
meftioned above: “I1oN3 Yo MAXIN VAN SW RPIT NNNA MYY AMIRAYat that moment,
the image of his father came an¢ appeared to him in the window.” At first, Yosef felt that it was
@able to adopt the local attiré, se 14at the locals would not avoid his company and, thus, he
W@gbe able to introduce them fo the service of Hashem. When he saw, however; that he was
;eJ@riencing difficulties, he recalled the image of his father dressed as a Jew with peias and a beard.

Then, he understood that he was to abide by the ways of his father—a Jew must dress in such a
manner that e remains totally separate from the goyim.

Based on our earlier discussion, we car/add: 1> AN AR bw 1PV NN YWY TNy

”T!‘vl‘f:—-“at that moment, the image of his father came and appeared to him in the -
window”—this means that he recailed the lessons his father taught him beginning at the age of
three—how to live as a righteous ]ew even while living among the goyim. These were the Torah
lessons that Yaakov himself learned in the Beis Midrash of Ever and served him well while living
with the evil Lavan—allowing him fo remain separate from Lavan and not to be influenced by his
evil ways. This is the image of his fatker that Yosef HaTzaddik saw in the window reminding him of

the lessons he had beep taught concerning how to handle the difficult situation he faced at.that
moment.

\
L

B&Continuing along this path, let us now aédress the issue of how Yosef HaTzaddik's sancti lifies
the negative force of Greece. In the fi.rmula of the “D031T Sy~ instituted by the holy Chashmonaim,

we recite: I BPAYAR M BmswS Srvwn ey Sy mywen o nmba mmywse
.?g”‘pw']—“when the wicked Gree’ ‘Fégime rose against Your people Yisroel attempting to
make them forget Your Torah ant; 5 compel them to abandoh the statutes of Your Will." It is
apparent that the Greeks desired ana attempted many different ways to make Yisroel forget
Hashem’s Torah.

R .
We are taught by our holy sourcé: taaf the Greeks had a very different agenda than the wicked
Haman. Whereas he sought to wnuihilate all of Yisroel, the_Greeks attempted to interact and
iptermingle with the Jews. They wirted the Jews to adopt their impure and unholy lifestyle, so that
they would eventua/lv abzndor’ #in’s Torah—in the sense of (Tehillim 106,35): 1AW
“rPwynn 1SN DA --“But t-ey mingled with the nations and learned from their deeds.”
Asa resul_& _the historian ]ose;;hnf «itests to the fact that many Jews became Hellenized. This led to,
the rebellion headed by the priestli Chashmonaim, descendants of Aliaron HaCohen, to avenge the
honor of Hashem and to sacrificé  ieir lives in order tq-.sép?a'r‘ate the people’ of Yisroel from the
Greek influence. 7

X < :

@V?’can%xplain the matter based o1 the .tleaching of the Midrash in parshas Tetzaveh (S.R. 36,1) on
the possuk: Swmb rmam nxY oW ~r Nt paw Thbx P HNAwY 3 N8 mEn TRk
DRwr 9 T KON 279N Ak PAwm i ar mavms ppwan b kb nms WImaK: -
“B3 JAMAN XY MKW DAND 1297 BY DRWNR BIR—"And you should command Bnel
Yistoel, and they should bring you pure, olive oil"-why did Yirmiyah compare our forefathers to the
olive;-all other liquids mix with one another, whereas oil does not mix, it stands alone; similarly,
Yisroel do not mingle with the idolators, as it is written, “Do not marry with them.”

(" 1tisclear from these sources that the purpose of the mitzvah to kindle the menorah with olive oil, is
-) to {nfluence Yisroel to remain sanctified and separate from the goyim—ijust like the oil that floa:s
, abaye all other liquids. Therefore, when the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they contaminaite_d all of
. the oils, since their sole objective was to persuade the Jews to assimilate with them. This is contrary
- tp the oil which alludes to the state :n which Yisroel remain separate and unassimilated. Seeing a:
the Chashmonaim sacrificed their iives in order to separate Yisroel from the goyim, HKB'H

. Rerformed a miracle for them—allowing them to kindle the menorah with pure oil.

Yosef's Segregation versus the Greek’s Integration

We have now shed some light on ¢he allusion of the Megaleh Amukos mentioned above. The name
LYY possesses a numerical value ¢* 156—as does the name ©”31IN and the two words 1"57:
1”1, As we have just explained, Yos::fs sanctity counteracted the Greeks’ scheme to intermingle
with the Jews. As we learned from th + Midrash, Yosef paved the way for all of Yisroel: 191 foy»”
MM bRwy AN i TRy AT nynb—“Yosef went down to Egypt arid guarded

himself from immorality; in his merit; ‘icroel were similarly protected.”
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Yosef was soid into. slavery as a teenager and had to fend for
himself in the most depraved country of the time. Moreover, his
master’s wife was determined to seduce him, and he had to dea!
with her advances day in and day out. Yosef, who personified the
middah of kedushah, was tested specifically in that area. In a simi-

quem we find that Avraham, the quintessential baal chesed, was.

challdhged with a test that was the antithesis of chesed: sacnfxcmg
his own son. )
This phenomenon is at play even in the twenty-first century.

WHen the yetzer hara attacks fiercely, there is no reason to become.

dejected or depressed. It is quite possible that from the very attacks
of the yetzer hara we can deduce the aspects of av em
in which we need to improve. Moreover, his attacks reveal to us the

*specxfxc area in. which we have the capacity to achieve perfection,
if we only respond properly to the challenge. Simple logic dictates
that the vetzer hara strikes precisely in the area that a person has
the greatest ability to perfect himself.

This idea is highlighted by Rav Tzadok HaKohen (Tzidkas
HaTzaddik 49:181). He asserts that every person has his own dis-
tinct temptations. If one notices that he has an intense desire in a
particular area he should know that it is in this verv area that he is
spiritually eqmpped to receive Hashemn's blessings, if he directs s
heart to Him. Furthermore, one should be aware that the sin that
he has transgressed most often is the exact area of avodas Hashem
in which he can achieve complete integrity! Therefore, Chazal tll
us that when one sins wigh-a particular limb, he should rectify fhat

transgression by using that specific limb to perform mitzvos. Such

e "ﬁ T e e

beha\nor Qoes not merely rectify that specific sin, it also improves l

the transgressor himself. Each person was created with the purpose
of rectifying a different aspect of avodas Hashem that cannot te
accomplished by anyone else. Rectifying the sin aids one in fulfilling
his purpose in this world.

B Rav Tzadok bequeathed to us the keys to properly relating to
ourselves. When the yetzer hara'strikes, we become embarrasse:d;
our honor was slighted with his attack, We held ourselves in-high
regard, and the yetzer hara showed us exactly how lowly we really
are. Therefore, most people want to simply sweep their failures
wunder the rug and forget them as fast as possible. However, this is
. Dot the correct response, for we ave
in effect unplugging the red wain-
ing light so that we should:i't see it
blinking. Rather, we must perceive it

voice of the yetzer 252 wake-up call to address the area
in which we are deéstined to achizve

hara and works greatness.

*“on rectifying the ¢ 1t is common for people to com-

. ° deficient areas, Pare themselv®y to those around
’ )

) them. y can't I get up for

then his faults Shachatis like my - friends, who leap

will pecome the  out of bed like a cannonball?” “How

impetus for attaining ~ <9Xe evervone is prodressing in their

perfection.”

"

]
If one pays
attention to the

shemiras halashon and I can’t seem
to keep my meuith shut?” The answer
to these questions is that getting up in
the morning or refraining from lashon hara might not be the aspect
of avodas Hashem that those people were created to rectify. Fach
person has a unique set of challenges. If one pays attention tc the
voice of the yetzer hara and works on rectifyiig the deficient ar2as,
then his faults will become the impetus for attaining perfection, and
consequently the catalyst for receiving Hashem's great bizssings:
(Shiurei Chumash Parashas Vayeishev 39:11; Alei Shur, Vol.

I, p. 35)
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