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was dislocated.as he.wrestled with.him. 2. Then ‘he-said, “Let me go, for dawn has broken "y

And he said, “]

ot let-you: go unless yois bless me.”

28 He said to hirn,What is your name?”
- Hereplied, “Jacob.” i - oo R
- # He said,"No.onger will it be said that your name is Jacob, but Israél, for

with the Divine and gith man ar.1 have overcome.”
* Then Jacob inquired,” and he said, “Divtige; if you please, your nama.”
- And he said, Wy then do yo  inquire of: sed hin
2180 Jacob called the name.of the place Pe
jet my life was spared.” % The sun rosé for hirn
day;

because-he struck Jacob’s hip-socket-on the displaced sinew. - -

32. vpwa 5 mM — THE SUN ROSE FOR HIM.

the dawn began to become light for us.” !
TTR U1 £ And an aggadic Midrash expleins,

you have str[ue%

my name?” And he blessed him there. =
niel — “For | have seen the Divine face to. f;

bas spared.” %2 The sun ros¢ as'he passed Penuel and he was limping on i
% Therefore the Children of Israel are not o eat the displaced sinew on the hip-socket te

/ R BIR 3 iUy
., : instance, they say, 13158 mipnY pYIMYs — “When we arrived at a certain place, i nb kg -

: 1wy iy ~ This is its simple meaning.

ns, 't N, “[The sun] rose for him” implies that ‘

.. 3L.bws—
. given

as 9xup,Penuel. Both names are. identicai stice the
letter: re inte Re

LK are fnterchangeable (Radak). FEE

Jacob, the Aame 519 had a first-person convotation
7 Ward] 2%, God. But for future generations
}signify the imperative; Sxus, turn to God

t

Rashi: Retscoll

72 — It is the way people spe or

it rose 13'33'?5— for his requirements, $ny'’>¥ nx nx#1% — to heal his limp, XTI — asyou
say, i.e., as the verse says, $9mBIA3 RPN ARTY WY, — “a sun of charity, with healing on its

or\s “/FPU
J e

Rabbi Akiva asks Rabban Gamliel’ and Rabbi fehoshua
a question regarding this passuk, while they are ia a meat
lnparket purchasing an animal fo¥ the wedding feast « f Rabban
Gamliel’s son. According tehe passuk, the sun ros: for him.
Is it possible that it rose only for him and not for tt e rest of
the world? Rabbi Yitzchak answers that the syn tha- had set
p\lzematurely on his behalf now rose prematurely on h s behalf.
When Yaakov reached Charan, he was bothered by the fact that
he had journeyed past the place where his fathers ha1 prayed
without also stopping to pray. He decided to returi to that
place; immediately the ground contracted, placing hir at that
sacred site. When he finished praying, he intended to return to
Charan, but HKB"H intervened, saying, “This tzacdilz Has come
to My lodging place; shall he depart without resting ti e night.”
[[mmediately, the sun set miraculously.

al

and sources. For instance, why was it necessary for Rabbi Akiva
to emphasize that he presented this question to Rabban Gamliel
and Rabbi Yehoshua while they were on their way to purchase an
animal for the celebration of Rabban Gamliel’s son’s wedding?
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niel [lit., face.of God]. In verse 32 thename is

Here the Ramban introduces a basic principle, based on
the Midrash Tanchuma (Lech Lecha 9), that plays a vital role

throughout the parshiyos involving Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov: The events experienced by the Avos foretell future
"events that their*descendants w experience—“ma’aseh Avos

szman la’banim.” Therefore, the Tprah depicts at length their

-

journeys, the digging of the wells and other events that might

otherwise seem superfluous. They are all related to the future

of the children of Yisrael.

’>l/At the beginning of parshas Vayeitzei (Bereishis 28, 10), it
states: “wnynNaH oW 1‘:@"—he spent the night there, because
the sun had set. There Rashi teaches us that the passuk is
indicating that the sun set suddenly, not at its proper, natural

J would also like to humbly submit my interpretation of this

passage.

time, so that Yaakov would rest there. This is the meaning of
Rashi’s comment here. In order to make up the missing hours
from when the sun set early on Yaakov’'s departure from Be’er
Sheva, the sun now rose early.
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In order to address these issues, let us begin by examining
a subject the Rishonim and Acharonim have discussed at
length—the t\;vo trials with which HKB"H tests mankind,
the test of poverty and the test of wealth. Concerning the
test of wealth, we find a strong . dmonition in parshas Eikev
(Devarim 8, 11): ’

7130 20 BONAT YA DORA 1B LLPPYR T AR nown 13 Y anen”
a3 073 ,7139 Y WK Y1 Y a0 S0 0T 11930 AR 1IPaT  naw
=223 ATART LLDTTAY RSN DTIEE PUINRD INCRIAN TPYN 7 oAR Arswe
M3 9 1A R 9 PPN T AR 90,1 D AR O ey o o s
S ey

“Take care lest you forget Hashem, your G-d, by not
obser{ring His commandments, . . . lest you eat and be
satisfied, and yowbuild good houses and settle, and your
cattle and sheep increase, and you increase silver and
gold for yoursel%es, and everything that you have will
increase—and your heart will become haughty and you
@ill forget Hashem, you G-d, W’ » took you out of the land of
Egypt from the house of slavery. . .. And you may say in your
heart, ‘My strength and the might of my hand made me all
" this wealth!” Then you shall remember Hashem, your G-d,
ﬁhat it was He Who gave you strength to make wealth.”

w A

We see cle}arly from these yerses"’that an abundance of
possessions carries the inherent dangér of leading one to
a situation of: “ppx "1 nR NREY a3y gy —" and your heart
will become haughty and you will forget Hashem, you G-d.”
Ultimately, this person says to himself,""éhas v'shalom: »my”
“7T N nR Y5 nwy 1 oey—“My strength and the might of
my hand made me all this wealth!” Similarly, we find the
following explicit statement (D®arim 32, 15): ,upas nwe pagsy

F”mmw» X Dart ey PN W mews meay nmw-——‘“Yesl_lgun
became fat and kicked. You bt . :me fat, you beeame thick, °
you became corpulent—and it ‘‘eserted G-d its Maker, and
was contemptuous of the Rock of its salvation.”

.

Q This is the same stern message expressed in thg Gemar:i
(Berachos 32a) elucidating the passuk (Devarim 1, 1. : ,anr*m
am qos Yrawa oy Y aman ,napn sanly MR AN 7D N ’:. 137 MR
amn 3 AR AT DN WYY BRI MRY Y Ly B npawny
smgm B O TINR KR 1R DY AMp TInR oM R 15*7 *"‘"'w"l\_’li’.s_}l?
argues that Hashem is partially to blame for the sin of ‘he ex‘gel,
because He gave Yisrael the gold and silver (?f th.e T;gyptlans
which provided them with the means to commit this sin.

Conversely, we also find the inherent difficultv in the

L _

“nray _pr1pr’—“the tribulations of poverty.” Concerning

these two trials, Shlomo HaMelech proclaims (Mishl- i 30, 8):5

7 10 YR iyt wy'—"Give me neither poverty nor wealth.”
He beseeches Hashem that he not be subjected to t'iese two
trials—neither the trial of poverty nor the trial o wealth.
_Bather, “pn ony 2avwn'—merely provide me with "1y basic

(

needs and sustenance.

s

Which Is More Difficult the Trial of Pov::rty
or the Trial of Wealth?

Let us investigate which of these two tests is “he more

gifﬁ?."l_llt. We find an answer to this intriguing question in the

- \writings of the Chasam Sofer (Shelach). He explains tl e reason

the meraglim, who were esteemed leaders of Yisrael, - elivered
cdefamatory reports regarding Eretz Yisrael. They fc sred the
trial of wealth in_the land more than the trial of pove; ty in the

wilderness.
e

Similarly, the Ktav Sofer, in parshas Mishpatim /Shemos
23, 25), citing his father, the Chasam Sofer, zy”a, bring 5 a proof
supporting this conclusion from the Mishnah (Avos 4 ) by
“Meiyn mavEh noo My amnn ax orper—whoever fu fills the
Torah in a state of poverty is destined to fulfill its avecepts
n a state of wealth. This Mishnah indicates that I' K 3°H tests:

/ aperson initially with the easier test, poverty. If he pusses tha

test, HKB”H subjects him to the more difficult test, wealth and) *

@affluence. This then is the message conveyed by the Vishnalt
’@m AR N 07pnn Yo"—if a person passes the easier test, by

) ”f@lling the tenets of the Torah even in poverty; mnpYy maw”

“awiyn—he will ultimately succeed in the more diffic: It test—
observing the Torah even when wealthy.

. Now, come and witness the wonders of Hashem. i’e tested
;, i R .
Yaakoy Avirr; the head of the people ofYdsgael, w'th these

two tests. When Yaakov fled from his brother, Eisav, Eﬁphaz

) ‘pursued him and confiscated all of his belongings—making

him a pauper. Nevertheless, he did not complain and remained

o

staunch in his faith in Hashem.

Subsequently, he became very wealthy in Lavan’s house, as it
is written (Bereishis 30, 43): nan el o711 IRR TRE WK Y1A”
“orvmam ovaa oAy minawi—the man became exceedingly
prosperous and he had proliferating flocks, and slave
women and slaves, and camel: :nd donkeys. Nevertheless,
he remained steadfast in his fa;.1 in Hashem, as evidenced
by his proclamation to Lavan (ibid. 31, 42): "X a8 2px so1b"

T avymmiw mpvn Ry e 09 on prve i aitiak—had not the G-d of

my father—the G-d of Avraham and the Dread of Yitzchak—
been with me, you would surely have now sent me away

‘ empty handed.

e—’ We can now understand full-well why HKB"H arranged
for \r{aakov to first expesience the ordeal of poverty and then

6pposite situation—the test of extreme poverty. Th.: Gemara

the ordeal of wealth—both of which he passed with flying,
resented examples of “ma’aseh Avos

(Eiruvin 41b) teaches us that one of the three things that causes

colors. These ordeals rep

a person to violate his own will and the will of his Creator is



~siman la’banim.” The events Yaakov endured pavec the way
- for all of Yisrael throughout the generations. By achering to
apd emulating Yaakov’s -kedushah, his children would also
successfully withstand the trials of poverty and tiw frials of
-wealth,

Based on what we have learned, we can now a;:preciate
the juxtaposition of the two events: “11s apy» anvr” —Yaakov'
remaining alone for the sake of small vessels and my 1% pan»”
amwn by 7y—Yaakov’s battle with the “samech-merr” Eisav’s
ministering angel. Eisav’s ministering angel knew th: t Yaakov
had withstood the ordeal of poverty—after Eliphaz, Ei: av’s son,
stripped him of all his belongings. Yet, when he sa - Yaakov
return for small containers, he made an error iu jicgment,
thinking that Yaakov had failed the ordeal of we:th. He
cgncluded erroneously that Yaakov coveted material b *longings
to the degree that he even troubled himself {o retiirn for the
smallest of containers. Therefore, the malach foignt with
Yaakov to insure that he failed thg ordeal of wealth— tiie more
difficult of the two ordeals.

\}Notwithstanding, “fy 132°xY 3 R9"—he realized that he
could not overc®nre him—he saw that Yaakov hin self was
beyond reproach; even in the face of great wealth, he y 2mained -
sg:eadfast and pef‘féctin his “emunah.” Therefore, the't_re. icherous
“samech-mem” devised another ploy: “13% 453 ya'—tk 2 struck
the ball of his thighbone. The Midrash (B.R. 77, 3) explains

hat this is an allusion to his descendants, the prodn te of hlS>

lgins. In other words, based on our interpretation, i shifted

his focus from Yaakov to his descendants—trying to in .uie that 7

they would not maintain the high standards of their ' orefather
aakov and’ would succumb to the mﬂuences of w.alth and
affluence, The Torah continues: “1ny»17:x~1: apYE TS 4E v —
the ball of Yaakov's thighbone became dislocated as he
wrestled with him. We can mterpret this passuk hased on
the following elucidation in the Gemara (Pesachlm 119a) of the
passuk (Devarim 11, 6): =1yx s34 ﬂm: b'l”’ﬁ: YR BT D5 NN
"'L”” by TEyRY DR SY mEn mr—and all the wealth at their
. Rabbi Elazar said, “Thisefers to a person’s wealth,
vghich stands him on his f'efti.’: Hence, Yaakov’s t :ighbone
was injured alluding to the defect transmitted to Yaakov’s
Y dficéndants——for many, good Jews would fail, chas - '¢halom,
(the trial of wealth. * '

——

|3 “I Will Not Release You unless You Bless Vie”

Followmg this path, we will proceed to expla i

ultimatum to Exsavs v's_ministering angel—au 5

S—

¥Yaakov's
YN K

“sana1a—I will not release you unless you bless me. Rashi
explains: “concede to me with regard to the berachos
which my father blessed me; over which Eisav objects.” Itis
. seemingly difficult to compréilel. - and the commentaries deal
/" ¢ with this at length--why Yitzchak refused to give the berachos
to Yaakov. It was certainly obvious to Yitzchak that Yaakov was

a Torah scholar with puf:e intentions.

A

4
Based on what we have discussed, we can suggest an-s
explanation. Yitzchak feared that if he gave the berachos to .
Yaakov, he would not be able to withstand the ordeal of wealth. ,
n the other hand, he flgured that Eisav’s deeds were already
corrupt regardless. If he were 'to be given the*berachos of this
world, perhaps he’ would reform and perform teshuvah. Now,
however, that Yaakov overcame Eisav’s ministering angel—who
agtempted to trip him up with the ordeal of wealth—it became
“evident that Yaakov was a worthy recipient of the berachos
that he received from Yitzchak. Therefore, he demanded from
o Eisav’s ministering angel: “conc<* 2 to me with regard to the
. berachos which my father blessed me.” With this concession, -
4 he wished to pave the way for all Yisrael to successfully subdue '
7 lgisav‘s ministering angel at all times and to remain adherent to ;;

This own kedushah,

In this light, we can begin to understand the malach’s
response: P! RAMYR BY MUY 5D IR OK 9D AW Y RN AP NY"
‘g5t mowik—no longer will it be said that your name is
Yaakov, but Yisrael, for you have striven with the Divine
and with men and you have prevailed. According to our
interpretation, the name Yaakov, which derives from “spy"—
the > lowly, down-trodden heel—alludes to the trial of poverty;
wkhereas the name Yisrael, suggesting power and dominance,
alludes to the trial of wealth.

(!

‘lConsequently, at that precise moment, after Yaakov had * g

= defeated Eisav’'s ministering angel—who attempted to trip
him up with the ordeal of wealth—the malach proclaims: “no

Ionger will it be said that your name is Yaakov,” alluding

to the fact that you have withstood the trial of poverty; “but

Yisrael,” alluding to the fact that you have also withstood the

trial of wealth; “for you have striven with the Divine and

with men,” you have combated the forces of tumah in the form

of Eisav’s malach, desiring your total fallure, ‘and you have

rprevailed.”

.

\S

The Sun Rose for Him to Heal His Limp

We can now begin to glimpse the rays of light and
comprehend the greatness of Hi:v' 2em’s ways. He.had the sun -

set prematurely on Yaakov’s behalf, when he fled frc m Eisav,
\)gbec‘a‘u'sé the setting of the sun suggests the condition o' poverty.
It is as if one’s shining success has come to an end a:.d he has ‘
lost all that he once owned. Therefore, at that momeat, when
Eliphaz stripped Yaakov of all his belongings, leaving h m naked
and penniless, the sun set upon him—alluding to the srdzal of

poverty. i

—

After twenty-two years had passed, and Yaakov ‘eturned
from Lavan’s house an affluent man—with countles: fiocks of
sheep, camels, servants and maidservants—HKB”H .-d the sun
rise for him. For, the rising of the sun ‘represents the situation -
of wealth. It is as iftthe sun is shining upon this per: on; he is
successful and has accumulated great wealth. This is arecisely

what happened to Yaakov; the sun of success shone i pon him
in Lavan’s house. '

—
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- # Let us explain. When HKB"H had the sun set mir: culously for his wif ahad a piece of jewelry made
é Yaakov—alluding to the trial of poverty—He prey ared the lmTejeﬁo(:;f :}i fiid'o::agb;{l Gamliel's wife saw her and
_ way for all of Yisrael, the chi]vdren of Yaakov, to with- tand the 1@ you do fof m}e) wheat ;alljbtioAﬁxiahusp?nd' fle asked
- ordeal of poverty just as Yaakov had—even when tl.e sun of She sold the braids of her hair and gave hlmst}v:” e did for him?
their success sets upon them. Similarly, HKB”H had the sun rise he could engage in Torah study.” - € money so that
_miraculously for him, subsequently, on his return frorw Lavan's — ’
Ahouse. This alluded to the trial of wealth. Heré HKE"H :-‘nqde
_ ‘Preparationg for all future generations of Yisraej to als 5 emain We can add to this 3 lovely idea based on the Arizal’s Sha’ar
adherent to Yaakov’s kedushah and withstand th= srdeal of HaPesukim (Vayechi). Hi teaches us that Rabbj Akiva >~
wealth, remaining steadfast in their “emunah,” eve,a’i :.u'lhen the A spark of Yaakov Avinu. He provides an allusj f =
,sun of success shines upon them. o Howing passuk (Bereishis 29 o sion from the
) 24): 1 s g prena sy
This then is the meaning of the passuk: “The st.n shone T ORI 13K MY o 33 TP  n the S ——
for him” miraculously. The Torah provides the reason for _ Yosef at the end of Yaakov's life, che torm 3rms, o g en to
this phenomenon: “And he was limping on his hip” —due to" the “Mi ’ &M 3Py vaR—literally

v - ghty Power of Y: " .
the damage inflicted upon his descendants, causing them to aakov’—is employed, Rearranging these
: letters, they spell x“ssmy suan,

struggle with the ordeal of‘wealth. Therefore, HKB”H 1ade the

sun rise for him and shine on him: “to heal his limp”—so that - | ’ 198 [J RABBI FRAND IN PRINT
= when Yjsrael remain true to his standards of kedushah, they J\ : -

\A_"zill also succeed in withstanding the trial of wealth. We ir,r)/ /f\rgerica today live 'in‘ a manner that is a complete
anomaly in‘terms of the historical experience of the Jewish
people in exile. If one had to identify a single constant through-
out the last two thousand years of exile, it would be the almast
unceasing poverty in which the vast majority of Jews all ‘over
the globe have lived. Our great-grandparents came from
shtetls in Europe in which the majority of the Jews depended

W] . _
\\‘ J Taking the high road, let us tackle the matter of Rabbi Akiva's
enigmatic question. Why did he pose his question to Rabban
Gamliel specifically when he was on his way to purchase an
animal for his son’s wedding feast? We have learned in the

. ' " .

. _Gemara (?(xfidushm 29b) that after a man marries a woman, ft . on charity at Pesach time for the bare necessities. If you Jook
is more difficult to learn Torah. Rabbi Yochanan exprggses this at Roman Vishniac’s haunting photographs of pre-war Poland,
notion as follows: “1mn3 proy» 11N12?ﬂ”ﬂ”"“Wlth a millstone you will see a little girl forced to spend the entire winter in bed
around one'’s neck can one stu 'TQ{ah? because she lacked shoes and could not even bear to touch

her feet to the frozen floor. - 4
o8 —— Al
. ooz . .

p t Rahbi At a . . s - ’ ¢
| ?dsed on th.‘S story, we can. s‘ug-gest that Rahbi A tiva W_S Today in America we live in a degree of comfort that would,
hinting to Rabbi Yochanan-tvf‘lat it is important to enco rage his have been unimaginable for any of aur ancestors, and we must
gon who was about to get married. Even ifhis wife and narriage  ~  ~gk nurselves the question: Why is this exile different? What

are like “a millstone aromis neck,” he must ¢« .tinue his has changed? “ ‘ ,
Torah studies —even under circumstances of poverty a: i #uress. The Sforno explains the verse, “Yeshurun grew fat and
For in this merit he will eventually merit engazing i Torah kicked” (Devarim 32:15), to refer to acquiring the taste for

y gaging quiring

material pleasures. Klal Yisrael, he says, is blesséd with a cer- .
K fain refinement, a certain delicacy of perception, that is lost by

too great an involvement in the pleasures of the world. Even

the most refined sensibility grows coarse when surrounded by !

study while wealthy. Now, Rabban Gamliel was the “N assi,” the
leader of the community, and it would not have been r :spectful

to tell the “Nassi” what to say.

e‘?(_gess. ,

Yet. wh ided N N " What is the corrective for having grown dulled and coarse?
Aki € ,;/vho I\P;[r'o;ln N i us‘ with a“ €.cer living ex.ample than Ra_bb‘ . Exile. Poverty, persecution, and deprivation are Hashem’s ways
tvaofthe Mis na-h S dl?tum: Whoc.ew.er.fulﬁlls the Torahina of refining us, of returning to us our sensitivity to spiritual mat-
state of poverty will ultimately fulfili it in a state of wealth”? ters. That is why poverty has always been the hallmark of exile.

As the Gemara (Ketubos 62b) teaches us, after Rabbi Akiva wed
the daughter of Kalba Savua, her father banned her from his

Jf today we live amidst material plenty, even in exile, it must
be we have reached the end cf exile. We have paid the price; we

house and disowned her. Despite their meager circumstances, have been cleansed if our coarseness.? The pogroms theJ
abbi Akiva engaged in Torah study whil . —
& 848 udy while extremely poor and 2. This explanation of our present affluence is based on a talk I once heard from Rabbi

ultimately developed a following of twenty-four thousand Elya Svei. :
students. In the end, he became extremely wealthy, as the -
Yerushalmi explains (Shabbat 34a):




A

“us — enough. We have heen purified and placed at the thresh-

‘Chmielnicki massacres, the Helocatust were — Hashem is telling

old of the coming of Mashiach. We: in America have seen our
most powerful enemy, a country féared around the world, sim-
ply implode before our very eyes, destroyed by the evil at its
core. Go to the local beis medrash, and you “will find newly

arrived Russian Jews learning there — Jews who were thought

to be permanently lost to our people just a few years ago.

@ All that remains for us is to demonstrate that we have incul-
¢ated the lessons of exile, to show Hakadosh Boruch Hu that
we have regained the spiritual sensitivity that is ours as an

au fyle

0PN MIYI Mo RTIRIY. pi .60
S ONPTNIY WTAY unn nn  oIinn

- inheritance from the forefathers. Hashem wants to give us

another chance; He wants to bring us back to our Land to live

fully in accord with His will.

({ //Kmerica, Rabbi Chaim Volozhin ioresaw nearly two hundred
years ago, would be the final way':-;:f:ition of Torah prior to our
return to Eretz Yisrael. The materiz! “plenty with which we live
today is for only one purpose: to test us. Prior to returning us to
our Land, Hashem must be sure tha “we will not again allow plen-
itude to cause us to lose our sens= of His immediate presence ;

We have come full circle since ‘Veshurun choked on its own
material plenty &Lrebelled May we merit to pass the test of
afﬂuence so that we can see Mash:ach speedily in our days.
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3 108 THEJUGGLER AND THE KING a‘ QQ&&M

—— S,

Once every seventy years the Romans take an able-bodied man
and put him on a lame man’s back. They dress him in the
clothes [that God made for] Adam, and plagg Rabbi Yishmael’s
embalmed face over his head . . . and proclaim before him:

“The chief’s reckoning is a counterfeit,

The brother of ou:t-master, the fraud.

Wit did Yhe deceiver gain by his deceit,

The fraud by His fraudulence?”

Said Rav Ashi: Their tongues trzpped them. up. Had they
said, “the fraud, our master’s brother,” it would have meant
what they intended. But “the brother of our master, the fraud”
means that “our master” is himself “the fraud.”

33 . (Avodah Zarah 11b)
&

10.1 A PAGEANT OF VICTORY

Even after the Destruction of the Temple by the Romans
and the subsequent Exile, the Jewish people held fast to their
belief in the prophetic promise that they would never cease

to,be God’s chosen people ‘and .that ultimately He would
redeem them. The Romans saw in this tenacious belief noth-
ing more than defiance, a stubborn ‘refigsal to submit to their
domination. Detefimined on stamping out such last sparks of

rebelhous spmt they established the custom described above: a
parade whqga _pomp and splendor was designed to dem-
Qnstrate that their victory over the Jews was final and that

any hope of redemption was vain.

. ..« the Romans take an able-bodied man and put
him on a lame man’s back.

Rome was the heir of Eisav,” and the struggle for ascen-

dancy between Rome andjerusalem was the next round of

the ancient struggle between Eisav and Yaakov. Theirs was a
dispute not over land or poss&ssmns but over the meaning

of existence. To Yaakov, man’s Eugggse is to serve God; to

isav, it is to serve r kov, life is the

yancement.

The previous round of this strzz;'gle had 3aken place be-
‘tween Yaakov and the patron arxs:: oc DRz

z))LkYaakov was left alone; and a man wr&stled wtth him until
daybreak? -

This “man” was Eisav’s angel.* Even though he was suc@ss
ful in dislocating Yaakov’s thigh musdle (the nwsiff 1), thus
causing him to limp for a while, the angel was nevertheless
vanquished at the end of the combat.’® In consequence of his
victory, God granted Yaakov his other name, Yisrael, signify-
mg that his beliefs would ultimately tnumph over those of

brother.®

The Romans saw in their victory over the Jews a repudia-
tlwf Yaakov's victory over the angel, and evidence of the
trlumph of their self-serving philosophy. In celebratlon of

\
their conquest they would take an able-bodied man, repre-

senting Eisav, and mount him on the back of a lame man,
representing Yaakov, to indicate their nation’s total and final

victory over the descendants of Yisrael. In effect they were
saying, “The limping Yaakov is now a slaye, carrying tus, .

_master Elsav o

piritual growth; to Elsav, it is the mgs;lsjgx_p_emgnal_ad- )

35 They dress him in the clothes that [God

made for] Adam. .

When Adam sinned, he failed in the mission for whlch\

~ he had been created: to carry out his %reator’s will. The

result was that he was driven from God’s grace and from the
Garden of Eden. Twenty generatlons went by before the

. worl'i was ready for the next try,' when Avraham took a
" spiritual leap on behait of humanity and begari the process

of rebuiilding man in order to restore him eventually to his

original stature. The key to that process was Avraham'’s beligf, .

ypheld in the face of an 1491atrous world;in one God.
Avraham'’s ideas took hold. They were spread and ex-

;»pounded by his son Yitzhak, and reached their fruition with

" his grandson, Yaakov-Yisrael, who completed the formmg of
the Jewish nation. By investing his descendants with an ever-
lasting spiritual orientation,(Yaakov insured that the Jewish

\bhatlon would ultimately carry out man’s mission on earth to

recognize that cleaving to God is his true reason for existence.
It is rio wonder, then, that the Sages tell us that “the

beauty of Yaakov Avinu was like that of Adam.” The “beauty”

of Yaakov refers to the spiritual perfection which he achieved
in his lifetime. It was similar to the perfectlon which Adam
possessed when he was originally'created, but' which he Jost
when he sinned. Yaakov made it pc: Sible for man to regain
his lost image. His descendants w:iid now be worthy of

standing at Sinai to receive the Torah with WhJCh they could
accomplish 411 that Adam had failed to do._
ﬁ To.the Romans, nothing was beautlful but power, wealth
d glory. They lived by the creed of their forbear Eisav, that
man was created not for any spiritual destiny but for his own
aggrandizement. The Roman Empire, because it excelled in®
building roads and aqueducts, mustering armies, conquer-
ing lands, and dominating nations,. was to the Romans the

., finest flower of human achievement, What more could man-
kind possibly aspire to? Surely not Yaakov buit Eisav, claimed

the Romans, echoed the beauty of Adam. So they took the
clothes that God had made for Adam and dressed the able-
bodied man in those garments. The beauty of Adam, they

said, is Eisav’s inheritance!
M
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