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16 Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, % surely HASHEM is present in this place and I did not
know!” 17 And he became frightened and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other
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than the abode of God and this is the gate of the heavens!” 1 Jacob arose early in the moming - NX X3P ..703m aR UM PRIYR
and took the stone that he placed around his head and set it up as a pillar; and he poured oilon : DY MY oYY YR v xn mf??:n v
its top.! (YAnd he named that place Beth-el; however, Luz was the city’s name originally. : rw_mn “36 R I
20 Then Jacob took#s vow, saying, “If God will be with me, will guard me on this way that ], i YT DU TR v —_—
am going; will give me bread to eat and clothes to wear; 2! and I return in peace to my father's _ Pp— ]
. : LINWRID

house, and HasHEM will be a God to me — 2 then this stone which I have set up as a pillar shall
become a house of God, and whatever Yot will give me, I shall repeatedly tithe to You.”

Al “ % 3a

Not like Avraham, for whom it is written, “mountain,” as it 5 00 b0 f 655 1311560 B %P1 56 5 7D M) SB35 13
says (Bereishis 22:14), “As it is said this dﬁy{ on the mountain :;??;,;1;?}:;;?;;;?; ::55'&\; ;;gn:z’::;:ﬁzf: ,’:;53:::;?3?521;22
Hashem will be seen.” And not like Yitzchak, for whom it is " B 39> B85 7 3 o> 9 30 0 o3ho B (63 0Ey
written “field,” as it says (ibid., 24:63), “And Yitzchak went out Vilnp ©RD) 3 P'3
to pray in the fi-ld.” Rather, like Yaakov, who called it “house,” '

% Zas it says (ibic, 28:19) , “And he called the name of that place
‘the house of Gou'.””¢: 5_

\ Luz Bone 3
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T The Kaf HaCham® ‘ malkah will sustam us at the time of the resurrecuon of the dead.
The Kaf HaChaim™ writes that ore Snould NoT Temove nis ‘/Th K fHaCh i d hat this b lled h l
Shabbos clothes until he has eaten melaveh malkah, and he also ¢ Kal HaChaim cites the idea that this bone, caled either uz ot

) . . . ) fr other food except the
rules’ that the Shabbos version of benching is recited. The Shaarei na51k0y ; derlrlve; ;Eur;shmem }c:m r;o ef }Orob ZX ]: il
- ) ) . ne was the only part of the body that di

Teshuvah™ quotes the Arizal as saying that the neshamafyeseirah meldaven mdikah. 101s bone was the only p y. that

does not leave us until after melaveh malkah. This is why it is pref. (10t Penefit from the sinful act of eating the forbidden fruit of the .
i — VLY IS PIE Ytz hada’as. 1t remained pure and unaffected by the physical lust )
erable to avoid doing any work until eating this additional meal. et i e e
Melaveh malkah is closely associated with Mashiach. Rav and temptation that entered into us with the eating of the fruit of
o ~ : this forbi

Tzadok HaKohen explains that the three Shabbos meals corre-
spond to the three Avos, and melaveh malkah corresponds to Da-

vid HaMelech, the forerunner of Mashiach. It also alludes tothe - d the dif b 4 and evil. and
fourth support of Hashem’s Holy Chariot, which is comprised of Zt'(?o : el'r" : ";Fi.n%e ¢_IW§€§ goz dabnﬁh g)r}__zwgr;{_f'_wel were n;l)[
the three Avos and David HaMelech. $ riven to ratiodalizing our misguided behaviors. After the sin, the

.. . e etzer hara entéred into us, and truth and clarit were clouded b
® Additionally, the Tur mentions'' that the custom is o men- 7 . ’

tion Eliyahu HaNavi on motza et Shabbos at melaveh malkah. This e driven bn r— Tordbad
is due to Eliyahu’s special role as the prophet who will announce ecame peop ¢ driven y amixtwre of tov an e, good and bad.

;i:r_(_wlg\g_ygt\zgr hgrg_ was gxternal Lgv_vg_mperson. We _-r\,arly under-

the Final Redemption. Mashiach cannot come on erev Shabbos or The entire world, eveg.the food that we eat, contains this corrrbi—
erev yom tov, or on Shabbos or yom tov,” and so motza’ei Shabbas is
the first moment that Mashiach could arrive. Thus, we mention
and sing zemiros about Eliyahu, hoping he will finally lead us into

nation of tov and ra within.

x Therefore, Rav Tzadok HaKohen writes, if the luz=bone re-
matbed pure and unsullied by the effects of the eitz hada’as and
yetzer hara the regular food that we have, with its mixture of tov
and ra, cannot nourish it. It can only be nourished by the food of

E

the Messianic era.

£ melaveh malkah Fven the Shahhns meals have same comnonent



©

of physical gratification, shelo v'shem Shamayim. "It is oxly on
mniza’et Shabbos, when oty sromachs are full from the Shabbos
y delicacies and our eating is purely for the mitzvah, that the luz)

one can ingest food, W,h.l,.c,hHQW contains holiness and sanctity. D
¥) Kabbalistic sefarim write that the luz bone is the source and

. toot of the person. At death, it does not disintegrate, and it cannot

get destroyed. If you put it in a fire, it does not burn;if you iry to
., Smash it with a hammer, it does not become ground up. The luz is
" the bone from which the entire body will be reconstructed after it
is nourished by the dew of techiyas hamelsm that Hashem will
shower down.
¢ Rav Tzadok and Rav Dessler explam e luz bone’s in-
destructibility is not meant in the physical sense.‘Traglcally, we
know that millions of Jews throughout history have been totally

and completely cremated. The luz bone’s ruthless survival is .

meant on a spiritual level. Tt symbohzes the essence of the per- .

son, the nekudas ha’emes, th‘ h never truly dies. This is the as-

pect ofus that Wlll ‘make techiyas | hamelsm feel like we are waking
up from a long gap rather than a compleze rebirth, since the luz

bone was never destroyed.

Parshés Toldos 5772

Pmc%es R finchas Pricdan

Inparshias Toldos, which we read this week! it states
(Bereishis 25, 20): 1Ipa MW DOWAIR T3 prxXY
TN 1A% MR BN 7151 MRt DRna ns pat nx
“rwN% 19 — Yitzchok was forty years »ld when he
took Rivkeh, the daughter of Besuel ti2 .4ramean
from Padan Aram, the sister of Lovon, tc¢ be his - .
wife. We know that the Torah is elucidated on four
different planes referred to as “PaRDeS" — referring
to Pshat (the straightforward s:mple in*.er'pretatlon
Remez (allusions), Drush (more elabor‘ake elucidations)
and Sod (mystical, hidden meanings of tha text). &

“sod.” This possuk is seen as an allusion to the time
of the future redemption. Forty years after the
redemption, Yisroel will meri} resurrection of the
dead — the neshomeh will return to reenter the body
and bring it back to life.

» / According to the Zohar, Yitzchok alludes to th

neshomeh that will return and reenter the body; Rivkeh
alludes to the physical body that will be resurrected.
“m K1 HRIN3 N3~ is an allusion to the fact that the
“physical body will rise and be revitalized in the merit
of the single bone that does not decay in the grave -
-~ and remains intact. This bone is referred to as YXINa”
j?”sgsﬂxn — "Besuel HaArami”; the body is destined
to be rebuilt from this particular bone at the time
of the resurrection. Therefore, the body is referred
10 as the "daughter of Besuel HaArami"--9X1na na”
"IN — since it regenerates from the bony entity
known as "Besuel HaArami.” In this manner, the Zohar
elucidates the possuk:

e

Rav Huna states that he was in a city by the sea and
heard them referring to the bone in the spinai column

that remains in the grave after the rest of the body
is gone, as "Besuel the Fraud.” After inquiring, he was
told that this bone has the shape of a snake's head.
Just as the snake is deceptive and fraudulent, this
bone is the most fraudulent bone in the body. As Rabbi
Shimon taught, this bone remains in existence long
after the other bones, because it deceptively does not
partake from human consumption as the other bones
do. As a consequence, it remains strong and is the
essential building block for the resurrection of the

‘EbOdy‘ Then Rabbi Shimon taught us that it is a fraud_

and was always a fraud, and was the neighbor of the
deceptive and fraudulent yetzer hora.

Of course, all of the commentaries on the Zohar
are baffled by the fact that Rabbi Shimen bar Yochai
chooses to refer to this unique bone, the basis for
the resurrection of the dead, as “Besuel FaArami"

— it is a fraud, and was always a fraud.” Why is it
a _fraud? Furthermore, if, indeed, it is a fraud, how
does it merit remaining intact and constituting the
building block from which resurrection of the dead will
begin? Additionally, the Zohar initially interprats: na”

“DRINA, “the daughter of Besuel " as the granddaughter
of 6-d. The Hebrew name Besuel, spelled Y“xina is
broken down into the two words “5X 11”, mecning the
dayghter of 6-d; hence, "the daughter ¢f Besuzi" is the
granddaughter of G-d which is certainly an ioncrable
title. Why, then, does the Zohar conclude by r:ferring
to the bone as “Besuel HaArami” — it is a fraud, and
was always a fraud”?

Resurrection of the Dead“Starts {rom the
Luz Bone in the Vertebral Column

‘Before revealing the precious gem concealed in the
words of the divine Tanne, RaShBR"Y, let us iﬁdufge in
the marvelous statements of our blessed sages in the
Talmud and Midrash concerning the ncturs of this unique
bone. Whyl, in fact, doestthis single bone me.it to remain
intgct and unscathed and, as a consequeri ¢, is able to

sgrve as the seed, so to speak, for aain's resurrection

_ frem the dead? We. ﬁnd asource for' this phenomenon in

the Midrash on parshas Bereishis (B.R. 28, 3):

TIVAW 137 DW2 Jam? 127 DRI AR AN T R
meap wanw e Swonb abink s g
PITW DUNMYTIN M Kb nvb BNt DR pvn
197 MY R LRUAN 12 YW 129 NR SRw mnyy
non mH s REb PAYh DIND NX ywns meann
TN TR AR LT NN pan Y MR 1w Sw
(5 MoK xR b el b ymm KRy b
N1 B3 1R, YW X5 wR 10w I K9 anma
Pom wrwsa vy man Hmnm pron by uny nmm
“mba on x5 wrwsn ypan Tron

This Midrash appears at the end of parshas
Bereishis and concerns the generation of the flood.
We learn®fom this Midrash that the bone from which
HKB"H will resurrect the dead in the future.is called

&
“Trre Sw nb” — "Luz" of the spinal column. it is

*lnvulnerable ~ whether you attempt to grind it, burn

it, dissolve it, or pulverize it, it remains intact. The
Chidushei Radal commenting on the Midrash states
(ibid.): mavp YW NWTW MIPY WIMD rTw Sw nb”



The Fantastic Explanation
IQ of the Great Yavetz ztz"!

Let us begin by introducing a wonderfu: explanation
from the illuminating writings of the great Yavetz —
Yackov Emden the son of Tzvi, ztz"| — fourd in his

siddur concerning motzaei Shabbes. T+ is s‘mbem’tive
for every Torah scholar to be aware of and 1o review
what he writes, in order to understand, to some small
degree, the significance of-the Luz bone located in one’s

body Ta serve our purpose we will present ¢ summary -

" of his explanation with some additional eiabaration.

During the process of Creation, HKR"H created man's
physical form, his body, as it is written (Bereishis 2, 7):
ORI 1O MRuNT 11 by OIRT DR uvp’vx"n nyny?
“wort woab nxn TN DN "Wl — and Hashem 6-d
formed the man of soil from the earth, and blew
into his nostrils the soul of life; and man became a

\)(fiving soul. In truth, after the sin involving the Tree of
Knowledge, the reality of death was decreed and imposed

upon all living creatures. Nevertheless, since an does

utilize his physical body to perform mitzves and good

deeds, it is Hashem's will o resurrect that vzry same

body rather than®-create an entirely new bedy.

i

&

This is why this bone only derive: enefit from the
Melaveh Malkeh meal on motzaei Shibbes. Seeing as
HKB"H created it in such a manner that it does not
require physical sustenance for its continued existence,
it only derives benefit from food that is consumed
for the sole purpose of serving Hashem, without any
physical pleasure. Therefore, it only derives benefit
from the Melaveh Malkeh meal which a Jew eats after
he is fully satiated by the preceding three Shabbes
meals. His sole reason for partaking of this motzaei
Shabbes meal is to fulfill the mitzveh of accompanyi g"
ut the Shabbes; he does not do so for the sake of

physical pleasure.

The primeval serpent, who i< the ‘retzer hora, and
is“also the Malach HaMoves, had one goal in mind. He
wished to impose the death decree on Odom and Chava
and all of their future descendants. He figured that if
they ate from the Tree of Knowledge and dll of their
bodily limbs benefitted from the forbidden fruit, they
would die a lasting, eternal death and would never
be resurrected. HKB"H, however, thwarted his plans
by introducing the remedy prior to the illness — by
creating the Luz bone from which man would ultimately

" be resurrected
M For this reason, HKB"H prepared themdy prior

to the malady by creating a unique entitf within the
p@ys:ca% body — the Luz bone. It stands apert fromt

x?) The Luz Deceived the Seruent into Believing
that Tt Benefitted from the Tree of Knowledge

all_of the other physical parts and struciures of *
the body in that it is composed of a unique material) . The Luz was certainly well aware that if the
not made up of the four basic elements. It does not{ * serpent knew that it did not participat«. 1 eating from

the Tree of Knowledge, it would assauit him with all

its negative and impure forces in order to corrupt it

with heresy. This, in fact, is what happened with the

derive benefit from any food substance, so that its
existence will not depend on any physical nour ishment
or sustenagnce. Consequently, it exists for all »termty,
does not decay and cannot be consumed by fire; it
will serve as the building block from which HKB"H
will build the body anew at the time of “T¢ Techiyas '
HaMeisim,” resurrection of the dead.

L\Therefore, when the Luz witnessed the deceit and
lies of the serpent, it decided to follow the guidelines
of the possuk (Tehillim 18, 26): By TOMAN 7700 DY”
“5nenn WpY Oyl ,17ann a1 oy L Qnnn mean vas
~ with the devout You act devoutly: with the
wholehearted man You act wholeheririedly: with
, ' - the trustworthy You act trustingly and with the
w{——/
In this manner, the Yavetz expizins why the Zohar
hakadosh refers to this bone as _
Besuel the Fraudulent One,” gs ving two reasons: (1) it
fools the body into thinking ‘thot it is being nourished
physically along with the rest of the body, while, in
reglity, it does not derive any“physical benefit from
one’s food and drink, and (2) it deceptively appears to
die along with the rest of the body, while, in reality,
-it continues to live and exist long after the person has
died. A numerical allusion to thid'fact can be found in
the narhe Besuel. The numerical equivalent of the name
439) 5“Nina) is one less than the numerical equivalent
of the word 440) n“n), meaning dead, This gimatriah
alludes to the fact that this bone only appears to die
but, in reality, continues to live on completely intact.

.crooked You act perversely. Just af the serpent

acted cunningly and dishonestly with Odom and Clr\avcxi|

( so, too, the Luz bone acted cunningly and -lishonestly

with the serpent. It pretended as if it paiteok from

the Tree of Knowledge, and it fooled the serpent into
believing that it died along with the rest of the bodyA

\’A Alas, we can truly appreciate the praise “he Torah ‘
attributes to the Luz bone by referring to it 15 "Besuel

. HaArami” — which the Zohar interprets as "Besuel the

Fraud.” For, the Luz adopted the ways of the serpent

~ deceiving the serpent into tkiking that it also
partook and benefitted from the xpee of Knowledge.
This, then, is the meaning and praise ascribed to the
Luz bone by RaShB"Y: ,xxnv ooIwm NEY RIT
NPT R v 3;?":.': Sw 2% RiM-- it is a fraud,
and was always a fraud, and the neighbor of the

yetzer hora, which is also a fraud. In other words, he ”

acted as a neighbor and colleague of the vetzer hora
‘ learning from it how to act deceitfully, in keeping with
the tenet: “bnonn wpy ny”- with the crooked You
& - act perversely.
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/connecnon and relanonshlp with Hashem? Avraham chose the MW IMAR TPAT 12 1K 03 KT W DK
~way of the “mountain,” Yitzchak, the way of the “field,” and ) T "":. ] ‘
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way of the “house” above all. ) '7 1 =T
Y . A . v . OV T TR NIARKT YEHIA NTTRA NDONIDT N XAT O TThY
O......b “‘I_OUSly' it 8 HnE_OS,Slb,le tQ.-wb.Plld a relaﬁOHShip with » ’ ) NNRNT ! 1 oW PO M2 Mavo
B ] ] J

ﬂ%l’l%@wi”l}”t_hiﬁfﬁeiQ.f..t_}.l,‘?,_Pgﬂg__aS this relationship requires
orivacy. If a person spends his time i ; ; ‘ b
£ thci’ S PESOLSD 2 tme = the street, this surely will Kp1T MWIT APAK 2Py YW DURwAm DhAmnT mrnpm moyan nawit 9
not help him grow to be an outstanding talmid chacham and Ferei vp by PwH 5 "
Shamayim. But Avraham Avinu maintained that dimlbing o the T 7> TUT MSIIM VST NYyR K MK DK DTN DO

- mmna ¢ 1 YYh) U'I‘?PJ'LK DAIMRW 113] TN NNRIa AT RN

top of a high mountain and separating himself from the impurity
of his surroundings granted him sufficient privacy with Hashem, ~ TTWNAW MW DWWy JMK 92 qwna 70K 2% OV nmnm (3 ,[Knnan

Yitzchak Avinu disagreed: A mountain is not enough.  NPAY YOKI WAK 2pY? /MINKM 7K PARK YW DR T¥2 7en 129 SyX
True, there are not very many people on top of a mountain;  YMEW M X PLAY T3 M YT TN MKEA YW NIAWMaT MMRonnta
4 ' PIYM WP D 91 naRm T s Sy 1Y

“nevertheless, it is an area open to all who wish to enter. What
we need is a field, because a field is private property. That is
why “Yitzchak went out to pray ifi the field.” He felt that in order
to_be alone with Hashem and build a relationship with Him, a

TN ATINASY PR NP Y'Y 1A apyr TRy T v b e B
W MR DT ANTRW YA 0D — W P maka e nvx-unt
MNIPW TMYAT TTEA AN IR 1D WP K P KT ImNyn Saw
AMKRIYM N 53 K

Yaakov Avinu countered that even the privacy afforded by a kY
field is insufficient to build a proper relationship with Hashem.
What we need is total privacy —that of a house. A house is Diwn K91 15w At mw b KRS LNNR TR Tinw W Ak Apym

,one hundred percent private. No one comes in without knocksy X MMRIT NTHA JMINAY. Tk RIT RYK 193w Pya pan KT v

)ing_{ even whenwthe fioor is. unlocked. This is because everyone IR FTYA MW 9K MPDNA AoANT X LJwn N¥Y MY 151 pN

_knows that a house is a private place and no one may enter un/ _ py pxw ™3 ,MAKT AR DEPNT WAV S TR MK Sw
less granted permission by the master of the house. o e
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Hashem agreed with Yaakov Avinu: “Rat.2r, like Yaakov, whp
called-it ‘house.”” Here, Yaakov Avinu taught us something ev-
_ery important. To build a relationship with Hashem, déveikus
itself is not enough The deveikus needs con plete privacy. Not
hke Avraham ‘s mountain, and not like Yitzciak’s field, but like

Yaakov’s house.

2\ . 46/ Shiurei Binah Q 2:"‘/ Z'Qép
, Outlonks Jasights

Lty was left to Yaakov Avinu, however, to perceive the.all envom
passmg nature-of the Beis Humzkdash as the House of God. Yaakov
clearly knew the place of the future Mikdash as one where his
forefathers prayed. That is why he returned after having passed by
on his way tg Charan. Nevertheless after awakening from his dream,
he exclaimed, ”, .. verily God is in this place and I did not know it. .
How awesome is thls place. This is none other than God’s House, and
this is the Gateway to Heaven” (Berelshts 28:16-17). Although he
knew of the distinction of this site as a mountain and a field, its
significance _as _a_house, which he perceived at that moment,
overshadowed elther of thoserdeslgnatnons That designation applies

to the thl sh “Wthh w1ll be eternal and influence the
entlre world. -

"Yaakov perceived-this aspect of the Beis Hamzkdash as he was
ready to descend into galus, where his children would be as the dust
of the earth, trod\upon by all the nations of the world, yet, at the
same time, a source of inspiration and blessing to the entire world.
In galus the concept of Beis Hashem would be embodied in_the

House of Prayer, House of Stu yv. and the Jewish Home. These three

would preserve the ‘e “ish people in galus and enable them to return
- +he ultimaté Beis Hi heniy, the dhird

Temple
To appreciate the precise funciion of the Beis Hashem, we must
understand what a house is. A house is basically four walls, a door,
and perhaps &’ window. The four walls serve three functions, Firsl,
they create an interior . area, a private inner domain, separated from
_, the public domain. The Jewish home must create an environment of
Jewish values and morals, an inner sanctum of spirituality that serves
as the foundation of Torah learning and observance.

Secondly, the walls form a partition that encompass and unite all
the individuals who occupy this inner area. Shalom bayis refers to the
perfect harmony that the home engenders, where each individual
feels himself part of a unit that must function together — each using
their unique talents for a common goal. And finally, the walls of the
house serve as buffers against ®structive foreign influences, hostile
to Torah values

light from th< irile can be projected from the w;ndows ard%
intense sanctity of this home environment can_be exposed to the

outside world.

Jthe ‘word na itself hint to it function. Bais (3)
',dndevstandmg— understanding of what to let in ’
eside. Yaed (1) is a letter of holiness, but it also
¥ the gg;arate integers that unite to form one
- represents the holiness that pervades the home

: w&zﬂduazs umte in servxce of Hashem thh a

Itds sxgmf&cant that the parasha that depzcts Y:akov s flrst galus
dea ls pnmanly thh our Mothers i

— the Third Temple — we must strengthen d
study hot;ses as well as our individual homes, to 1
functions of that future house of God.

until this day.

22 The House of Joseph went up, as well, to Beth-el, and HASHEM was with
them. 2 The House of .joseph spied out Beth-el — the name of the city incerly
times had been Luz. ** The lookouts saw a man leaving the city and they < 'd :
to him, “Show us the approach to the city and we shall deal kmdly with you.”

25 He showed them the approach to the city and they struck down the city by the
edge of the sword, bui they released the man and his entire family. ¢ The man
went to the land of the Hittites. He built a city and called it Luz; that is its name

until this day.
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Now let us apply this idea to the Beis HaMikdash..Our m tb 5% wiEd bb s3b EPEION
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world is earthly and matenal ‘whereas Heaven is a- -world of ke-
dushah — serafim, ofanim, the kisei hakavod; it is a place of tremen-

. - .p3p bDPWDD P
am@iééﬁu of a ladder. “Behold, a ladder is standing on the ‘ f\ (A (Foﬂ \3‘*
ground, and its head reaches to Heaven.”” This ladder was the : ‘ o Wﬂﬂﬂmv mr e
Beis HaMikdash. Part of it was in Heaven, and part on earth. It Y9 987 13 2 ) Semn ﬁ?.‘m 5 sy

linked the two worlds. That is what the Beis HaMikdash does.

: «INWIIPI KM T 20 RITW D
It is the place where Heaven enters our earthly world, and vice

WH Oron A ardwn px obwy
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Shabbos Kodesh, as well, links our ordinary, phys- 8 gﬂ’i‘”_.a’bmmn 1202171505 InR
k) e
" ,ical world with the world of kedushah_vln Heaven. - BPM A3 KW 5 ,2nmn nennt nd
/ It is our lifeline, our connection to Hashem. And (0 BB 7PD U WK 2907 bnioa
lasnem. / : .
through it comes all blessing. Anyone severed from Shabbos is t.rnvn an paab
“'in effect severed from Hashem, because Shabbos is the link be-
tween us a.nd Hashem.‘ .;-' . : an om panh DYy TR DU
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weep waleis).”” Lius description telis us about the nature of our
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“wgrld. On its own, it is a place of darkness, an infinite abyss
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