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18-20. Lot begs for a concession. Lot was afraid that if
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15 And just as dawn was breakzng, the angels urged Lot on saying: “Get up —

and your two daughters who are present, lest You be swept away because of the sin of thé? d‘ty

16 Still he lingered — so the men graspec him:by his hand, his wife’s hand, and the hand of
his two daughters in HASHEM's mercy on him; and they took him out and left him outside (I
"zty 7 And it was as they took'them out t-at one said: “Flee for your life! Do not look behir

Jou nor stop anywhere in all the plain; flec to the mountain lest you be swept away

he was required to flee to the mountain indicated by the
angel, he would die from the'rigors of the flight, smce it was
too far for him. He pleaded that one of the fivé towns be
spared, at least for a short time, so that he could take refuge
there. @

18. W x3OR — Please, nol My Lord — ” Followmg the
Talmud (Sheuuos 38b), Rashi explains that Lot first ad-
dressed the angel, asking him not to insist on the trek to the
mountain. Then Lot addressed God, with the plea given in
the next two verses.

20. may onb nanp — s near enough togscape there. In
the plain sense, Lot was speaking of the distanée to the town
relative to the mountain, as noted above. Rashi, however,

18 L ot said to them: “Please, no! My Lord-— 1° See, now, Your servant has foundgracein Your explains near as referring to neamess in time, meaning that
2yes and Your kindness was great which You did with me to save my life; but I cannot escape the town — which would later be named Zoar — had been

to the mountain lest the evil attach itself to me and I die. 2° Behold; please, this city: is near

enough to escape there and it is 'small; [ shall flee:there; Is it not small? — and I will live.”
2! And He replied to him: “Behold, | have granted you consideration etien regarding this, that destruction for the time being, and Lot could take refuge

I not overturn the city about which you have spoken @‘hmy flee there, forI cannot do a thlng ;

until you arrive there.” He therefore called the name of the city Zoar. **

23.The sunrose upon the earth and Lot ar:ived-at Zoar. 24 Now HASHEM had caused sulfur and

populated more recently than the other four Sodomite cit-
ies, so that its measure of sin is not yet full. Since it had not
sinned as much as the other towns, it could be spared from

there.

22. 7 — Hurry. The angel told Lot that God had agreed to
his request, but that the upheaval, i.e., the total destruction,
could not begin before Lot’s safe arrival'in Zoar; the sulfur

fire to rain upon Sodom and Gomorrah, from HASHEM, out of heaven. 25 He overturned these . and. fire, however, had begun descendlng at dawn (Gur
cities and the entire plain, with all the inhabitants of the cities and.the vegetation of the soil. 2 His Aryeh).

wzfe peered behind him and she became a »illar of salt.

0708 v*an Y% — DONOTLOOK BEE'NDYOU. “nimpy nywna nnx — You did evil along with them,?
07738 NI — and it is only through the merit of Abraham %53 nx — that you are being
saveds 'x133r% — Youdonotde erve nnuymin3 nix7Y — to seetheir punishment by g
— while you are being saved.

093271 522 — INALLTHEPLAIN. 1110 122 — The Plain of the Jordan.®

Ovbpe 1977 — FLEETO THEMOUNTAIN.  'M13 1i713% Y¥x — Flee to Abraham,” =3 awh ximy —

V) _ — SRRRCAR

7Wi¥ — Zoar. The city was named Zoar, meaning small be~
cause Lot referred to it as a small city [yyn, v. 20}, and be-

. ause its salvation was due to its smaller size and lesseriniq-
ity. Its original name was Bela, as in 14:2 (Rashi).
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~——— RASHI ELUCIDATED
19. 11y77 MR 18 — LEST THE EVIL ATTACH ITSELF TOME. Y19 WK b¥x w3 — When I was
next to the people of Sodom, *pyn X1 X371 773 Witpn iy — the Holy One, Blessed is He, would
see my deeds w7 %13 "wym — and the deeds of the townspeople, pv7¥ M7 M — and I
would appear righteous, 5y31% *¥131 — and worthy of being saved. 7y byx xaxwm — But
when I will come next to a righteons man, Abraham, yw73 u% — I am like a wicked person.' 13
1mbxb nip 1y rny — Similarly did the woman of Zarephath say to Elijah, nx vm? R nNg,,
2y — “You have come to me to all attention to my sins”j that is, Y¥NTIN x‘:w 1y — before
you came tome, Wy NN X¥TP13 WiTR ) — the Holy One, Blessed is He, would see my deeds
my 1rym — and the deeds of my people, i.e., the people among whom Ilive, @3 np7y MK — and
Iam ri'ghteous among them, i.e., in somparison to them. *7¥x nx3wn! — But once you came to me,
Ttyyn Y — commensurate to your deeds, *nyw7 uy — Iam wicked.®
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(. 22. nitpyb b3k X5 15 — FORICANNCTDO.  YW3iy iy — This is the punishment oraxbn by — oftl}e\ 7 I NY 2% oA IR DUYRR

angels  1mxw by — forhavingsaid, 4-umxDnnwnI3, — “for we are about to destroy,”‘

Hm

5paxy3 1377 — and they attributed the matter to themselves.? q2'nY — Therefore, - Dgha 1T K —

they did not move from there 11> ¥pp1nw 1y — until they were forced tosay - 1mU2 372 PRY

— that the matter is not in their a%honty
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The two letiers of the word R in the sentence spoken by o - : - :
Lot give the number 51. Apparently, the difference of a DJjDﬁ P12 DR N NN TOROVNN IR N IPRY R OV ,Mvn WRY
single year is hardly tangible. It is only ]usuhed in the 12V LIPP0IM 1T NIVNN 0D TY DRI I9R 7N 1271 .RYA 0 N
light oi divine Justxce which condemns solely “when the '732_3]’11’)13?1'12!% WM 720 ,NNR MY DIT0N 1YY IIPDIWIRY mwn

measure is full,” as the example given in Genesis 15:16
shows us; the sins of one year can suffice_to_upset the
equlhbuum of the scales of justice and cause them to turn
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320 Consulting the Wise 2‘ Ql 15 ,ﬂ'!\
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{26] INTERVIEWER: Why is it 1mportant for me to make
an effort to be in the presence of people who behave in an
.outstanding manner?

RABBI YOSEF HURWITZ:

: “The way you act is
dependent on the images you have in yoﬁr‘mind. When it comes
to negative behavior, a person will not :vant to do something

that he has no image of. So, too, wher it comes to positive |
behavior, a person does not feel a will to behave in a manner:

about which he has no image. Therefore imagery is called the
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master and teacher of behavior. If the teacher has never studied

something, how can we expect his student to know it? Your
positive behavior is dependent on the images that are planted in

your brain. The way you get these inner images is by seeing these

behaviors in others with your own eyes. Because of this principle,
we can understand the great ‘benefit of being among people who
are models of excellence.

“You also gain from being in the presence of people who

behave in a positive manner by having the opportunity to learn
from their experience. Experience gives us wisdom. When you
are part of a group of people who work on self-improvement, you
receive much insight and many suggestions on ways in which you
will be able to improve yourself.
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af 518 | LET THERE BE RAIN R‘ qun
We have translated hakaras hatov as “gratitude.”
'However, we must be mor: specific. Does hakaras
hatov mean to show grei.iuder
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman zuggests that this is not cor-
rect. Of course, we should seek opportunities to show
gratitude to someone who has benefited us. But pay-
_ ingbacka favor is not the essence of hakaras hatov.

The word hakarah means recognition. tlakaras hatov is to feel
gratitude by recognizing the good that someone has done on our
behalf. ‘

One of the great baalei mussar is reported to have said that he was
not pleased with the term “Thank you.” Of course, it is an important
term, one that should be a part of every person’s vocabulary. But
“Thank you” has a built-in problem. There are people who think that
when someone does something for them, their hakaras hatov begins
and ends with saying “Thank you.” Perhaps this is true for a small
kindness, such as when a person holds open tie door for someone.
Surely, however, it does not suffice for sorneone who needs to get
to his destination quickly and is taken the: 2 by a person who drives
completely out of his way to do this favcr.

The level of hakaras hatov one feels siiculd be in proportion to
the magnitude of the kindness rendered. '

92 & WITH HEARTS FULL OF FAITH Q Sm

Our Sages gave us some famous advice regarding prayer (Avos
2:13), “Rabbi Shimon said, ‘Pay meticulous atterition to the read-
ing of the Shema and_the prayers. And when you pray, do not
make your prayer routine. Rather, it should be a pleafor mercy
and favor before [God], as it is written (Jonah 4:2), ‘For He is a
gracious and merciful Lord, slow to anger, extremely kind, and He
reconsiders the evil |decrees].”

Prayer, says Rabbi Shimon, should be “a plea for mercy and

favor” before God. It should not be “routine.” In other words, we

should not consider our prayer a mechanistic method of gaining

what we want. We should not come into the synagogue and say a
prescribed set of prayers and expect God to grant our request. We
should not think that it’s a formula, a system, that this is how it
works, like putting a coin into a-vending machine, pressing the
button and waiting for a can to pop out. This is not prayer. When

a person prays, says the Shulchon Aruch, he has to feel like a beg-
gar standing at the door, making “a plea for mercy and favor.” He
has_to show that he feels dependent on God and that he relies on
Him entirely. This is prayer.

9:} And then Rabbi Shimon supports this concept by quoting a
verse from the Prophets. “For He is a gracious and merciful Lord,
slow to anger, and very kind, and He reconsiders the evil.” At first
glance, it is rather difficult to see the connection. The prophet is
describing the Attribyftes of God. It doesn’t mention a word about
prayer. Certainly, no one gvould argue with Rabbi Shimon’s
insights into prayer. Nonetheless, we must wonder how he
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deduced from the words of the prophet that prayer should not be
“routine” but rather “a plea for mercy and favor.” ' '
Rabbeinu Yonah supplies the answer. “Every person has to plead

for his life, because there is no person on earth that never sins... ‘For
He is a gracious and merciful Lord, slow to anger, extrémely kind,
and He reconsiders the evil [decrees].” Indeed, every person needs
to rely on Heavenly metey. If things are going well for him, it is only
because [God] is slow to anger and forgives him, not because of his

righteousness. Therefore, he must plead with Him lest He recon-
sider His having reconsidered the evil. Perhaps a sin will cause [him

tn cerdFn cminfrwtanal hacaes miraclac Aa nat hannen all the time ?
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Here is the key. “Every person has to plead for his life,” e):(plains
Rabbeinu Yonah, “because there is no person on earth that never

-
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sins.” It is a chilling statement, but an important truth. A person
always has to beg for his life, because he is assured of nothing.

AM0Y ,DITO DM WR 3INRY D8 PR NIMYY BITO Nagnm
N327 1% 012 % A3IN3 KY WX YN Y191 DOR W DAY NN

Who is so righteous that he can say he is guaranteed life and goed
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fortune? No one.
But what if “thmgs are going well for him”? Doesn’t this prove
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that he does deserve his bounty? Not at all. Fortune may be smil-
ing oA him. His life may be humming along just beautifully.
Things may go well for him for a week, a month, a year, five years,
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and he gets used to it. He begins to think nothing is going to
change. He no longer feels like a beggar standing at the door
pleading for mercy and favor when he prays to God. But he is liv-
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ing in a fool’s paradise. Everything can change in a moment.
That is how, according to Rabbeinu Yonah, the verse supports
Rabbi Shimon’s teaching. The prophet describes God as “gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, extremely kind” and that He “recon-
siders the evil [decrees].” Who can feel assured that God will for-
ever “reconsider the evil” that is coming to him? Maybe He will
“reconsider His having reconsidered the evil.” Therefore, a person
has no choice but to “rely on Heavenly mercy.” )
xabbeinu Yonah is in effect saying that we are all living un cred-
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it. Qur Creditor can call in the loan at any time and force us into

bankruptcy in a moment, not only in business but in everything
else as well, Heaven forbid. We have no choice but to beg Him for
anextension. If we would realize this, that we are not living by our
own profits but on credit God has cxtcﬁdéd to us, we would not
be so complacent when we pray. We would grasp that we are in a
crisis situation, that our credit line can be closed at any moment,
that we have to plead with the Creditor to have mercy and extend
us some more credit even though we don’t deserve it. If we real-
ized this, we would pray like beggars standmg at the door
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. The Malbim asks What too« her so long? Chanah had many opportunities to pray

the Mishkan as she did this t me. Why didn’t she pray and take this oath years earlier,
vhen it could have saved her yzars of heartache?

It must be that before this :;me Chanah was incapable of offering such a prayer. It
s only now, The Malbim explains, after Fearing the gentle rebuke of her husband,

anah, that she found it witizin herself to pray with such intensity and purity of heart.

b ntil that time Chanah had -elied on her husband to do the praying for her, as she
ew that he was an outstan¢ ‘ng tzaddik and one of the gedolei haddr. She did not feel
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_pless, she felt that there was someone else who would fight her battle and invoke the
ne intercession that would endow her with a child.

But this time Elkanah told her (Shmuel I 1:8), “Why s should you ¢ry? Arep't I better
ou than ten sons?” Elkanah was suggestmg to her that she give up and resign
'lf to the fact that she was barren and was not destined to have any{kdren of

e
her own. Once Chanah heard this, she knew that the only one she could rely on was
Hashém. Everyone else had given up; now her fate deperided solely on her own prayers,
and she davened as she had never davened before. She prayed long, with bitter tears, for
she knew now that this was her only choice. And she succeeded.

Al

-wanted to bring her to pray to Jashem from the depths of her heart, w1th the clear
-anderstanding that only He can h;,@er. In order to influence her to stop depending
his participation in praying for #ier, he told her, “Hashem has not withheld offspring

m-me.” It was as if he were saying, “For me this is not such a burning issue. I, baruch
shem, already have children freau Leah” Yaakov Avinu hoped that his reaction to
T plea would spur Rachel to rez:ize that her fate lay completely in Hashem’s Hands.

she would pray to Him wi:1 all her soul and with all her might, and thus she
d bring about her own salvatlo'l
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This is the true significance of © ‘yom tov.” It is not mcrely a goon?

. day, but a “day that is eternal,” whose ideas and concepts and quali-
vies transcend time. When one understands that zov connotes lasting,

real good, one is Iess prone to complain whe is dj ed

temporarily in this world.

In this light, the yamim tovim of Tu B’Av and Yom Kippur repre-
sent eternity even amid adversity more than any other mo¥d, and sc
they epitomize the concept of yom tov. Yom Kippur represents the
aronement of sin, which enables the Jew to receive again the Torak
and continue toward eternity, because on that day the second fuchos
were given and the sin of the golden calf was forgiven. Likewise, the
preservation of the bodies and their burial represented the fact that
from the depths of churban and destruction, there was an aspect of
paeservation and hope for future regeneration symbolized by burial.
which is akin to planting a seed that will one day sprout and Aourish.
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