Surrendering the Spoils
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//'G"ENESIS PARASHAS 'LECH- LECHA : 14/15-24 ),

/ - ¢ s S T 21-23. Abraham declines the king’s offer. Seeing Abr
' . ) 15
born in his house — three hundred and eighteen — and he pursued them as far as Dan. '> And ham's magnanimity to Malchizedek, the king of Sodorr

he with his servants deployed against them .t nigrit and struck them; #e pursued them as far emboldened to make an audacious request. Though Abr
as Hobah which is to the north of Damascus. 6H ”\r"ught back all the possessions; he also i2m, as the victor, was entitléd to keep all the spoils of t
war, the king asked that all his subjects be returned to hir
br%ught back his kinsman, Lot, with his possesszté:s as well as the womer(zz and the peopled whileAraham viould keep the wealth: To show devotion
The king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return. from defeating Chedorlaomer an God, however, Abraham rejected any personal gain from
the kings that were with him, to the Valley of St avzh which is the king’s valley. '® But Malchi- ;"‘wctor hurnan and miaterial. He vowed; “Even the mo:

zedek, king of Salem, brought out bread and wine: he was a priest of God, the Most High. '* He sigri; cant spoils of my victories will I not retain — thus h
“B Ab God,: ‘Most Hi K f h d earth; I vowed to HASHEM (Ibn Caspi). | decline all personal gai

blessed him saying: “Blessed is Abram of Go e Most zggd\da er:.of heaven-and ea so the: you will not go about boasting that it was you, rathe

20 and blessed be God, the Most High, Who has delivered your fo '317to yourhand”; and he gave than God; who made me rich (Rashi). That he returned th

him a tenth of everything. . e e paople, he wrrad: bevaueaiie thereby preventd
21 The king of Sodom said to Abram: “Give' me the people and take the possessions for Thom Som be n‘; taught the way of God (No dan?;n?32a).

yourself.”

22 Abram said to the king of Sodom: ‘1 lift up my ~and to HAsHEM, God, the Most High, Maker
of heaven and earth, 2 if so much as a thrggd toa- hoestrap, or if  shall take from anythmg of
yours! So you shall not say, ‘Itis | who made Abra: arich.’ 2 Far from. me! Only what the young i
men have eaten, and the share of the men who ac: ampanied me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.— T "]L,‘ /T W 3
they will take their portion.” ;
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The episode of the war between the two groups of kings concludes with
Avraham miraculously defeating the armies of the four kings, which
had overcome that of the five kings. He returns to the land of Canaan
with all the captives and the loot, and the king of Sedom, whose city
had been sacked by the invaders, comes to Avraham with a request:
“Give me the people, and you keep the goods” (Bereishis 14:21).

The king’s suggestion is worded as a casual proposition, but make
no mistake — it was extreme’v generous on the king’s part. Sedom was

thé most prosperous city in the region, and, its residents, obsessed with
materialism, were renowned for their wealth. In many ways Sedom was

the Manhattan of the Middle East. A chance to gain a sum of money
equal to the total assets of Wall Street is a grand opportunity, indeed!

Why was the king of Sedom so eager to part with this vast wealth?
He made no attempt to bargain with Avraham, but immediately offered

“all the goods. What prompted this-unusually liberal gesture? The citi-
zens of Sedom were by no means celebrated for their openhandedness.
Furthermore, the Torah gives no indication that Avraham demanded
monetary recompense in exchange for -having retrieved the loot. The
king of Sedom could simplyhave asked Avraham to return to him both
the people and the assets, said “thank you very much,” and gone home.
Obviously, he had some plan in mind. '

The commentators explain that wafter rescuing the people of
Sedom, Avraham began to teach them belief in the One God. It was an
ideal opportunity for outreach — the people had witnessed Avraham’s
courage on the battlefield, and they felt endlessly indebted to.him, for
he had rescued them from the hangs of the enemy. Avraham took full
advantage of this situation and, dﬁfng the journey back to the lafid of
Canaan, he gave them a crash course in spirituality and faith, Gradually
he began to make inroads in the attitudes of these captives. The Sodom-
ites actually listened to him and were moved to introspection. Maybe
there is something to this religion thing aft;er all, they thought.
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The king of Sedom learned of Avraham’s ;nfluence over his sub-

grew concerned. His military defeat had brougtguhis O\‘Nl'l p__p

ularity among the people to an all-time low, but like all m?gevolltxa?ns,

he knew that time heals all wounds. Avrahan:’s teshuvah cappaign,

however, was an entirely different matter. It had the potential of (.ievel-

oping into a religious movement that could topple his sovereignty.

Avraham had to be stopped at all costs.

~~T0is first tactic was the time-tested method of bribery — all the as-
sets of Sedom in exchange for Avraham’s desis‘ing from teaching reli-
mites. This was his true intent ~vhen he said, “Give me
ke the goods” — take the money, he told

iects and

gion to the Sodo
. the people, and you ta
“Avraham, but stop undermining my power.

Of course, Avraham refused to accept the money, but the explang-

tion he offered for his actions introduced a new element into the dia-
logue:
Avram replied to the king of Sedom, “I lift my hand [in an oat?§ to God
Above, Possessor of heaven and earth — not a string, nor even a shoe-

lace! I will take nothing that is yours, so that you will not say, ‘It was I
who made Avram rich.’ ”

(Ibid., 22-23)

' ! What exactly was Avraham’s intent here? L&Y

Rashi expldins that God had promised Avraham that He would
grant him vast wealth, as it is written, “I will bless you” (ibid. 12:2).
Avraham feared that if he would accept the riches of Sedom, the king
would later claim that it was ke and not God who had made Avraham
rich, in which case it would appear as though God failed to fulfill His

_promise. This would have been tantamount to a public desecration of
God’i Name. , .

This interpretation is diz’ficulfiﬁ‘understand, since Avraham did
not hesitate to accept g:{ts from Pharaoh after the Egyptians seized Sa-
rah (ibid., 12:15-13:2). For some reason; the possibility that Pharaoh
would claim, “It was I who made Avraham rich” did not concern him.

! Jurthermore, what difference would it have made how Avraham
bgcame rich? God'’s promise to make him rich did not imply that the
money would fall from rdeaven. God has many agents at His disposal in
this erId. He can grant wealth to a person by means of an attractive
business deal, through fluctuating stock-market prices, or by envoys
such as Pharaoh. Why, then, did Avraham recoil at the thought of ac-
cepting rnone;i{r_om the king of Sedom? Was he not just another instry-
ment of God’s will?
~/ This takes us back 19 a classic dichotomy of Jewish faith: Canwo
apparently mutually exclusive fundamental tenets, hashgachah and

hjshtadlus, be reconciled? Hashgachah literally means “supervision.” It

X

thesis of both concepts: God has ab3olute control over the uni 7erse
(hashgachah), but for some reason which wecannot fully fathom, }-ere-
quires that man make an effort and strive to achieve his goals ¢ his
own (hishtadlus). )

One way to approach this pagadox is to understand that man must
ful’f%ll his obligation of hishtadlus irorder to demonstrate that he rzally
cares about the outcome of his fate. This in turn prompts God to agtual-
ize man’s hopes. Judaism advocates a synthesis of bOtE concepts One
cannot sit back and say, “If God wants me to have food, He'll thr yvr it
down to me from Heaven.” :

Compare this attitude to that of an effective doctor. How is h:sup-
posed to Teact when he cures an ailing patient? Some doctors resejzt see-
ing a patient expressing gratitude to God for restoring h‘ﬁealt} +. ¥ any-

+hing. he should thank mel such doctors think. They want all the credit.
Y , '

\ There is no clear ansi&er to this question. A Jew must believ: in a
Efs'ﬁl

U On the other hand, skilled doctors who have grown accustom. d to

curing people may tend to accept all the credit for their success, neg ect-

. ing to recognize God’s part in the healing process. The same%s tri.e of

businessmen — if a shlemazel happens to-make a profit, he thanks Sod
kecause he knows his success had nothing to do with him; a skiéi
businessman, on the other hand, tends to take all the ¢redit for z suc-
cessful endeavor. Whenever a person excels at something, he run ¥The
risk of thinking that he himself is responsible for all s accom lish-

ments. ® “

How should a skilled grofessional relate to success:in his area « f ex-
pertise? He should think, I'm an excellent instrument of God. [lie matt:r
can bedikened to a pen in the hand of.an outstanding author: Wor. it

it be ludicrous for the pen to take credit for the bestselling novel t' e au-

thor wrote with it? Injagine if the piece of chalk which Einstein 1 sed to
outline his theory of relativity took credit for devising the mathé' iatical
formulas Einstein scribbled on the blackboard. How absurd!

Jt’s no less absurd for man-to think that any of his accor . plish-
ments are all tG his credit. Man is a valuable tool in the hand of th: Mas-
ter, but nothing more than that. For this reason our Sages said. “The
greater the man, the greater is his evil inclination” (Sukkah 525) - :EBO
cess in any given field of endeavor breeds an illusion of power ar:d self-
sufficiency.

> e - ) @
| l “Don’t worry, my son,” Reb Z:indel answered with a patient smile.

1”

“You'll see — God will provide. He's never yet let me down

As he shuffled closer to the t.ain, the man came up to him once
more and said, “Look, Reb Zundel, I'll buy you a ticket this time, but I
hope you've learned your lesson «:nce and for all — you can’t rely on

God. It just doesn’t work!” ‘
~ The poor fool didn’t realize t:.at he himself was God’s agent. God

(had sent him to get Reb Zundel to Finsk. Because he had become 606 In-

volved in his*swn viewpoint, he failed"to recognize his role in God’s -
plan. It’s difficult for people to rerain objective and realize they are
merely utensils in God’s hand.

With this principle we can understand why Avraham refused to ac-
cept the spoilsof the king of Sedom. Avraham sensed that something
was amiss. The king of Sedorn faust have an ulterior motive, he

_thought. He was absolutely righti. The king of Sedom wanted to give

tepresents the doctrin: that God has sole control over the universe.

This implies that therc is an ultimate purpose to Creation, which in
turn indicates that every individual’s life has a purpose. Not only are

major events important to God, but even the most mundane aspects of

our lives, such as taking the wrong amount of change from one’s
pocket, or slipping and scraping one’s knee, ¢ re considered by Him as
significant. 0

In contrast, hishtadlus means “effort.” Mzn must expend effort to
subsist in this world. He must endeavor to eacn a livelihood, he must

Avraham this vast fortune in order:to discredit Avraham in the eyes of\ /
his subjects. He planned to show everyone that Avraham’s words were>
false, that the relationship heclaimed with God was nothing but an il-
lusion. After handing Avraham the goods, he would have turned to the
people and said, “You see? Avrahaia claims that God promised to make
him rich. Ha! What a farce! I have made him rich, not God.”

@ For his part, Avraham would hiave had no qualms about keeping
the posséssions of Sedom, just as he had not hesitated to accept Pha-
1aoh’s offering — he resized God has many agents through whom to
fulfill His promise. The problem w:s that the king of Sedom did not real-
ize that he was an instrument of C:od.

visit a physician when he is ill, and he must a!end to his own needs. It
is difficult to reconcile this approach with absolute faith in God, for if

God has absolute control over the universe, why should man have to
make such efforts? :

- ich.’ ”

The wording of the verse c.early reflects this interpretation.
Avraham did not say, “I will not take anything that is yours, because
God has promised to make me rich,” but rather, “I will not take any-
thing that is yours so that you will not say, ‘It was ] who made Avram

The question that remains uranswered is, Why wasn’t Avraham

concerned that Pharach would ©: ke a similar c%m? Why wouldn’t
Pharaoh say, “It was I who made Avram rich”?




\S

The truth is that it made no difference to Avraham what Pharaoh
said or didn’t say. The Egyptians were so corrupt that Avraham made no
attempt to teach them about God. He considere them a lost cause. ,

) What they thought about him would not have af .ected their attitudes
©ne way or the other.

We can see from this that, firstly, Avraham ws a realist — he had
no illusions about any potential for success in irfluencing the Egyp-

tians. Secondly, although Avraham had given up on the Egyptians, he
still had hope for the Sodomites. This gives us an 1nd1cat1on of how cor-
rupt Egyptian society must have been)

/

. 19

12 PPRNY DN 95 9y 1230 v ,amd (‘r"» W) DN WIS WD 1901 %
JBY 73PN OV IMININ 91T ,0TNYNn iynNn Domiv) Yo 13 .09
23 NPD yawr o0 POt TIY PMINGSN PO [ PYY 1m0Ien mmwn

20D POYY INNA MY >-b MWD DhN ningy

wp_mnn b D e M

D"POE — DIBH PO PIEYD 6 WHD HN Y £
I IIH (3,3 H95) IHE MOELS NsD

R RPL0IYYIY 0 Anbnn 1 R omiax n ,meny v '1'1‘1)::‘7
man nnpb 1o T NDIR I ]9 LRI ,WwBI XYY w7 RY XD

b1 7997 b YV ARRYn I Esn bw 1w XA T2 m L renw
RPW 707 WTOW AR MRI TI 1D ORI IR T2 ¥n md % v
X7 ,7DI3R 1R NTWYR IR7 0170 Ton MR> ®OW 12 W nnph A¥n
LW R BTIARY W R RYR L0170 Ton 590 1w mon kS wion

WA DR Y N 77PN P GIER XM $79 TR PR MINCA
W 7 931 nnp o007 XY 1% ,x1137 1Pvan Pv T

.

ITPRYPAN MHNIHA N9 WX APIN DTN 51012 )0 DN IR
WN ONY . PPY 910 Smon by imondr nnmb VoW I, JOP LOWON N HIN
TPOION MM PON.,TWOWS 0P XN MNY Y10, 010793 YON
M OGN ORY .RNIN JW PIMINDDIT 151,070 AMN DK INN9T 087 >0
¥ TIWIN D PIPY IPN UINY E0IN DN N

* kK iﬁ

Y YIS MR NI WM 013 YN T APy 197\:):5 —
’ ﬁ\%:?m u'n:m

“I’Tiﬂ DTRN 12 POW . pIION N PONM DWW NI DTN 9 A0

9OW MXY .WAR . RIIATA DT SpW 2wn-RYY yIMa w1 i 3

YR DI TWYRR DRTW WD) DMYI D012 N0 PN AnnYen

Q¥ n? OYR AWyl OTIAK NRnbpAw XYY R7D NIvD o)

2w R P NuRY om1aR aza RS Qlpn Yon L [NIRI0DYa
M 793 YD wRw ann ®RYY 01 Trevnh ven

X7 OTI0 Jon YW 37 AR OITIAR YW ws) nIvon avann XD
n¥7 RPY AR Ny Sy 9w minon $a%1 Y500 nx 1Y nnb

mPUIaN NPWAY 1P ,NOWE TI02 LYRY ROW YID AmIRn 1 Paph
2710 171°0°W 15,193 T2 P BRLANT Orpw onnaR axs rwviy
MWD WY Y W 17 R2 T ORI 9¥a XIT DOWRY W
DOWIR 71277 72 20 QY 0N IR TV RPDIN DI 7T 77 PUIVY AX T8N

DRYS NN RUD 100 ,INP 0PYN NI INDIoY 9P nnvana
212 TN ,MIN 120N NN, MM, NBY AN TI01 5w DS ,nvsn

IR D10 01 R ROV 12 727 1mn hnp? %7 XY 71 90 oy ,onen

LW 712010 vYD 197DR LYANY 7T P Sy KPR 7DINaR DR ChIWYR

23 ,MO2NRD AT NI D, TIY0IN N9PWNN 11 MITNM YTV PRIDY
PMNTSM PP X 3200 1T XN D ,031990 At NID

D IR NBNAD

SIANIM TWYTPN INNSON IRIN TP70 KN XY 19 ww nn 95

A0

JNowa PIDY  PMDAm MIN. N33 70 TN D) 0Ny XN DN
(2 pra) Yo TnT NI2) W0 N9Y PN XY DY NI NN
ugnsm) NI NI0Y. NN 73PN NIDNIT XMW NIX 1N NI NI
“ Riairlal R bpla]

SPOIAN NNIYNN NYJY KON PN DTN *

DR WYY XIT MA¥Y2 NOwn 7'1w ameerya abid WwPWy Lany '7:1){(\/

b

PIW IRT PIRT WP Y3 7 OTI0 WK DX PA PR MY 393037 -

QP07 DR CTAYY PR M on NP> - BiTax

P07 7172 odbman Yo nRompY1 onbw XIm omian

070 CWIR YW WIDTD XYY WM XY 019D W 7 RY 1YLy
TDIR2 03 1P 1707 QIO CWIRY MY XIID AW DRI 01pn YoM
nMMIAY 0IR? TIRD BWPY DIWH DXT L7D9AR DX hWYR IR~
OYIWaw MIMYR 952 TIRD ©pY TRw 0170 CWIRD 0D RUBCELS

QI MR KDY INRD ApTE INa DIRW np? proa by om

bS mYnY ,01T0 "WIR YW D3Mm R 7 M95% N nwvn
21 X 0%w32 1% wew an Yow Ny IR T R 0TR Pan ,omneya 12T

21D I, NI D NNY OX D) ,NNNN YN 2D D L,ONIAN 1IN YT
Jnr Sw IHIPHND MYNWN2 Mo INWN oY 10 YD PN — N
MM NYYTPN DNMINON_DININD

YIIW) 97T O IDHBND TN N3 NNV NN MDD AN MYV

nEw>1 Iwh 2y 03 INIDaw opwRn 707 12 N,/ DR [119°D

a1 .

ORIM AW RWTW 10 w2 17 9K X ,1pPAa AYoIw noTa TR
SRWea pRINaY 1LY 7N L0170 CWIR YW QNI MBRD T 0D YWY

R DYIRLONON 7Y PR MWD ANWIN D MON.MIPIYD DOWIN

* ok K

5
NON N ,INN 2T 921,59 TV TV DINKD 937 D N NONN N
SFARTM NWITPN TNINAN. IRDNDN TR

DN TN N2I0Y NN AN NI DNT 793 NOY L YTY 0 TN

T
TS yawnT LYhY DpY T OmINT NOR NSY DWW L NION PR 197
L

DN NN SN IR D193

IOV Yy DMAT XTI T AYI9m TOmaND DNIaN D1P  nunn »

N2 nn Sy

D OV 919N 0YNY MON — 7DIAN NN INIWYT N IIRD XYW

N RIVD QP DYDY N3 pinn 9 ONYIN IRY 0N

IPENNM TWYTRR TINMON NINDHA Trm" NYN 19 PN

»["
nﬁ"‘\

mp 299 ™ P o9

18

JOWND DIPY NOW NN DY NP
S PIN MWH ,INAvA

IOIND  NNY TI9N ,NPOM
- MDYAN TN OTIVYN N IDNRN NI

LITINAVN DYV NN 120N DNY.

,ONTD MIYON X INYT DY NDY NXINT NN DN ONHAND 19 NOPNR N
LD AN YYD NS
/

NY N — NPNNPN N DWW DY DRD ONDY DMIAR TINN IRIIN

1479 9y YaWnD GrY IRD T 1INV XD 9N 0N

&

)



EL)

»

ko g!ﬂ& 7 R
o 258 a3 3

> 5Y1 7w 7Y UM BR uER AP RYW AR DIIAR Yaws b
DR MW IR MWRT — YIDRI DIR TW D — “I9NaKL KIP1 WK A3
qﬁ:w oY wiph I nuvan P WAK BEK v rmyeos B3 ommax
— %1 pya 53 10 T I — Bhya MR “ER XM ONY LoD
IHROW DIT0 T5M MO A2 MYY 03 AnwR pI LN XD OR AR L0171 WM
53371 D37 DR _NpEDRM TN oM MR DRY LBMIAR DR NOWYA IR MR
Jnw wyrp 5i0an ara oI i R\ KDY annaR IR Pwyn hewn ) —
®50 72521 poo Dwa % YunT w59 1poab oimand Wb R sane
J1annab KPEI RN PO LW WYTP T WIoNa PR D 2 0Th e

awi wITp 12 2wm RS 000 a1 wmiana ox vp mmbh ub o anyn
0 R ¥P 31 OVI0 T Hw Nk TPRR 23om b3 syb 1 awys wR
VAT 0933 TMRY NNT AWEa OR AR RS awn bbon oR nbwo ovy wn
mash abs twn wYep men PR X722 M3y xanb 2R — ooand own
mN M xA Sonm math wn WP OR B .awn Stn nyay
DWTPRN oK AR — b wr e 79 M ORT MpREn mm Ypa wanw
@ w"3Y SRIWM MRS SER TEN PR 0 RYD — DI93 Donw bw
1anNIM owYn H:n_ijf'p_qlvn

&,

Ab

:DYTD 99 %853 BRTAN bw myv M nvv% I8 INOM
Red 1t rm TIWIN IR RN ¥2A”

/

(1) ow)

AVI0 RN INT) 73X 172 PIT RY 913 TI01,DATIN 12 NdE PIAY ,ATIA DT 190 9N
IR ,DITO WX SY TIWY KINIRY .ONAR 9 WY I IMPR XD JOITON YPIY
JRIM .PRY 9097D),07 NP 2pP2 ,DPNI WA IR DM YINN D RY M ONaN
RNT 1NN = =190 AN "2172 DNY7 ,D1TD "WIR Y9 DYy ,mpvn N nypn
nmmmnm TR - PYTI RY .D2PY2 KIX TWPNI KD DATIN 4RV 10D
NN Y9 1Y T3 4R NTMYR NN 1T R

FTI L7ITARY MKW WY BT 7P -
" spptryn b v ARy b AR W

- XY "0 ,iTlED TAayT LiTbd T

Ad

A

W

YRW Y

#7373R1 MNIY WYY MBI AIPAW — N TR KOV w1 ow

BPMAK T3 12 Y M 070 Yonn napb 0maxS W neK M 1Ay Y
1 KO PTWYAS 0 KM YW 0T DX XYY XN X PRy Sowim
HNRISH 19 K91 0T WA Nann 1Y XY P 13121 DMWY 1 T LaL
OMp DWIK DXW DX M2 1T X2 YT KM ML Amnen XY YT oK
yany oY) Xbw X Twpant 53 KbR POy MYYN KT Y LTANT 1m0
OHAK PO O3 300 I OO 1w XY 0K Naw mivd 0T awa ninnb
AMARY T PR DIAK IR WY KT 21wn 9197 0770 191 DXw weax

M3 AT K9V WD Dlige

7 | [ &b Mt v W £ A "“’ MR

ﬁﬁr‘y nAoHRY Y KT qoTIAW 1D TETT -nuwg oMW KN St

912 XY 1, ombnY o npe 1K DTAK oKW KD 1091 .1070 NAwm §
1 en m nmxa mpbw m np x5 13‘71

Jnon

/D279y 71RO 13 TIIK N1 AX A Hxawr N7 DK A Y7 oIk ¥
-

nyvby ‘i Qo [ BoNT KT 1203

U4

v

NN

My RN

PRYAY 1WA NN R¥NY 79,71 Y130 PRINNY DATAR XY DYV An 7Y P 4N
150% RYY nyy

VIR TR 1 ,IYH” :N9IBN TYNTI MORA HYY ANKR DIPHA DYDY ,DMIN AT
;00N MY (1% oY) "DPYN MNP BN N DAY -
@08 "M STV ' DR TNI0A WRTS TPERW ,20RI0 202 AW

2

P9 8% TBSY TI0 13 70,01 AN DATIRT PTIIVT RNPO RO DAY W

5

VDR N8 mwyn uk”
7 MK 19 TVIN WYY 01 RaY KD MY 0t NN PITY MR Y YT Py -
MY WP Mt ypp
71’51’ W :‘: 771 WO e 'pmb * . p

)

113 NN TIOMD DING Y 0 Y

IRIP VNG, T D DATAR 7Y ORT),IONN IMNY .VANA AN NITIY RIR R
MY ,DITO PRV INR 1P PIY qUN TV I3 PP 1T PR DXY .annbn 9133
L9 DY) M9 NP 9N NP3 TN ;T NANNA 1Y PRYN MY

- naman na A

N DN ,0ITO YYIR Y9 DNNNY RIR A3 N R PR AP TIMY ,DMTH PRI
5% DWINY Nt 0 513 b Immaa nom 250 ,0naY 1aY 10 NV Nan DTN WY1
mMYw1 BNY NY2w PRI TMNR DITO 1Y 70 AEIINY (ETING Y33 ON2 PITY DROIN

“a
(X2 .1 "9 np w3 woan Y 1n”

PNIN PN 937 ININ 797 ,10¥Y DR TIVND DTRA Y NNd TP ®Oa1 TIH
Yxr npmiabon xaon 1M ﬁpav\z) RN 129 DY WK YN 70
DR PR DAY TPW R ANNDANN RANY V1970 99 ianBi-R:Fal
* 1R DATAR ,DINR 21T 70 IR 1N DN PR IR ANNYH VI DIWN
RN DWW XY RY YNR VYD DR RAY W nnna wal 9Ny mnY
.DI70 T9nY YHwn 5 DR 1M T nMwn D% 3 menn v
POYP RN LN PANDA RFMPAR DRTAR IR N NOYANA Y 190 T DIRDY
TUR Yo NPR DRI 5P T T VINK DR ..UN SR T OmnAn’ yawn
R2 9P1 170N 108 RIR ,HYWM Twpan mnd RZY PIwI P71 RY P
(xnw XY TOM ,OTRA WHI MMI NR N WIAR DT 2 0V, 70
19IR 923 IMIR TNWN PNND NTHN IR NP YY1 PN 1R NI R
DM mxv’: nvw, DTRY W AND 1Y MY npY N1 SHYwnn numd
! ANXYA PRRNY RDY DD

nY1 1IN0 IMND 13 P .(on,10 Sxpi) "I K9 ARS % T MY 7Y R vpYn

~DoMPIYN OO YN YV M par

WY XINY ,BIR YY WI0 TV 1Y 9N - 21D Y35 MU MAT 9P MR N3 1
IR IVIVINM NHIN ,NIMND DR Y9N 51220 WIRK ,DOITY 9% 01 IN0Yp 0T
DNYY 1NY DOX¥AN BND 122AR) YR MY DPY NENPY .0WRINT MW M
DM 1Y) MM DINPN - WIPY DN YW Y NRNYY InYnn ™n
JITPNI NMR D3AM DANIN 1950 TIMN0N DHMIM AN hY Nepnvn NRIA M2
noM Yn 'nsm YPNN TN NVYH HY IMT IR DR KLY 0N YR JORD I
MR XYM o u:m'n] 299 1089 XM Mo 2 oA ORI I AP N
["nvn'm »na” 171

V21 IMPN R NN PEI NN D080 N8H 9N 180,00 YVIR Y nnnm ¥

i;nn DNYIR YV 199 ,A13Y N ;H'! I3 MINYNN DR nn nfivn "7 N8 pYNn

n”on my 1'n oM nawnNn

2N VI, 0NN PP NPT RN, I PTHY Y oI r'nbm: nm

199 DITON MPYRY PN WA R RY NP TIT AT PRE YT K2R 1598 59 N
© P9 X2 XYW 1 VN ITING) 190PD DANIN 13 YPYN 1D .NPR DYYN YV 1013 1)
JOITUN POIR 33 KD ,NINN DN 0NN VIV M) NN ROR |




%

44 / RAV WOLBE ON CHUMASH

- After Avraham defeatedthe four kings in battle, the king of

- Sodom made a request: “Give me the people and take the spoils
for yourself” (Bereishis 14: 21). In response, Avraham swore not
to take any of the bounty, lest-someone claim that it was the king
of Sodom who made Avraham wealthy. Ramban explains that the
impetus for Avraham’s.oath was to keep his vetzer hara in check.

He cites Sifrei, which states that we find such conduct on the part of
all righteous men: they swear in order to prevent their vetzer hara
from causing th2m to sin.

It is only the righteous who conduct themselves in such a manner.
When they are concerned that their desires might get the best of
them, they swear not to fall prey to their yetzer hara. This effec-
tively erects a fence between them and the sin, for they will certainly
not renege on a promise. Most of us, however, do not feel these
concerns. We are often complacent and do not take the necessary

recautions to avoid likely or imminent aveiros. The Torah teaches
us that this is not the proper way. The righteous do not trust them-
selves, and when an opportunity for sin presents itself they immedi-
ately incapacitatd their yetzer hara by swearing not to falter.

gy

- ¥
e Rractically speaking, we should not place ourselves in circum-
stances where we will be tested or tempted to sir. However, if we
anticipate that we might come
to such a situation or we already
find ourselves if1 such a situation,
the best ammunition against the
vetzer hara is to create a barrier,
by taking additional or excep-
tional precautions. Such conduct
will give us the added dose of
determination not to fall into the
hands of the yetzer hara If Avraham felt it necessary, shouldn’t
Ne?
(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Lech Lecha 14:22)
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The best ammunition
-against the yetzer hara
is to create a barrier,

by taking additional or
n

exceptional precautions.
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Avram lifts his hand and swears that he will not take as

much as a thread or a shoelace from Sodom, because, he
_—

explains, he doesn’t want the king of Sodom to b ble to say ) ;
DRD_INIYN N5 N PRY I IND 7NN MONY. 01 Hw

that he made Avram wealthy.
The Midrash ( Yalkut Shimoni 76) teaches that in the merit 2PN NPV X0 OK P3N G2 2 9un) MPYIN RN 1 73RN

Qf not acceptinq the SpOilS of war, Avram received a promise 7M. TN PIVID NN 7Y INIAN DHAND 037N DN 1JN'¥
from Hashem that his offspring would have mitzvos that cor- N5 TP NN INDY ,DWYN DI MBSy NN A5yDY msyn
respond to the yords he uttered to.the king of Sodom: the DIV MY NN 20¥7 YTV KIN DR, 1IWIN 1 IWAR ,OTRD 99 Tmn)In
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hdds the Midrash, Avram was rewarded with the use of multi-
.colored threads in many fabrics used in the Mishkan, and the

chut hasikrah, the red line that ran around the mizbei’ach.
What was so special about Avram’s refusal that he merited

all these rewards? : NON NIM PHROM 0N IMD 55 I POSA YDA MD ,NO9wn |
he Meshech Chochmah explains that the king of Sodom’s DY YN SW DYWID IPAY 5NN UNY XTI DY Y1 0y Y 4
offer actually represented an overwhelming test for Avram. UM TR DYN ,MIN MDD TIDN %91 Y¥AY SNNA NN 1) N
He had just defeated the victors of the first f'najor war, PSID_ TIWIDT WSy 5Y NOBWR NP 9w mop T wen Yon
witheither a tiny force of 318 soldiers, or, according to one - VR oYY
y Midrash, with only his servant Elie;‘er. The natural attitude ﬁ .
after winning such a war is to feel extremely powerful, and it | = 37T¥ D527 6,2 bam "NNBY DY WY ,MIA NN X D DY 3'\”.35
is very tempting to feel that: a1 S0 nx 1% aiwy *17 oyy) o, (©PY N¥7) 7I0W 1D 05N L3750 W 19 IDNY IpwH vy

my strength and the might of my hand gave me this power
(Devarim 8:17). 1t is extremely difficult to ‘avoid this trap;
nearly every army that has been victorious in battle exhibits
this attitude. This unfortunate reaction afflicted the IDE after

PNALOD Y OMININ IWN SN AN N NPY WA PNap apw
PO AR TI OM NN 37 Y W NI 27010 WY D9IN "DYPOHN
(-0 35 UNTD) NP 1IN DA

the stunning victory of the Six Day War, and actually caused {xm ,IINNN NN WY YR NN 117 Y 12020 JY N mn X
their near-complete collapse in the subsequent Yom Kippur ,"a%": VY7 INRY M1 NNPYN DD NYP AP0 NYNNIY 1D Dawa
War, when they were so convinced that no Arab country would 22P7 WY N3Y INPDN MM TPRSY 109w YW P ¥i1 IMN Maya
dare compete with their vaugted army that they ignored many NOXI ORI 531 IWND ,NYN P DT NYY W 1w X2V 70w .
signs of impending war. YN WY OV WIS NVYYN DY 12WRNN DNWa NN NN 207D
ianh
é(g Avram Avinu wanted to do something drastic to ensure that .
idn” i H : V2 % " : :
= didn’t fall into this trap, explains the Meshech Chochmah. (DR Y0 TR Y19°NvIom 1vann 0wl nawwn mnd Ty mn ¢
His statement to the king of Sodom actually meant, “This was RINY 1270 AYIsm nvoovn e 1"7,?‘10 TP 23T MY JY
not my military victory, so I have no right to the spoils.” TR N30 Y19W1 71350 NOD 92 11wn mn
In fact, the m lif i '
t?f e }l'-l Rl—? mban;tates that when Avram lifted his arm 1 yavyn yows DY TPRSYR HYER 2 W0 Y1 201 Npbn
0 Mashem, what he was saying, in effect, was that TN M ,17aPN 99 TN NIWN ,7IP IYNNI 1DaN) 1R

if he did receive any booty from the king of Sodom, it would
Ehekdesh (sanctified for Hashem?. ‘e did so, explains the
Meshech Chochmah, to actualize his recognition that he had
not won the battle through his own prowess, but through - =
@shem’s intervention. . )
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3 The Beis Yisrael of Gur offers an alternative reading of this - — ey e
\irse that serves as a fascinating addendum to the Méeshech f’:’”j;:;’;? z);szﬁir!lil{jl::ln:nizr:z"mO:hI:IOghemmp h:(’)kcn
\ Chocllmma}; H: states' t:?,f ;:v hen Avrz:rzpzzllc{ii, o th%u tl'\:l(;“k[if; and useless. If we look carefully at the words “darkness on
say, 1 made Avram rich, £ 1as o the f: f the deep (ve-boshech al penet tehom)” at the begin-
% of Sodom, but to the hand he had raised earlier in the pasuk. n;re)ga:; (:he Torali (w;see thatp the Tast letters of tfese
He was telling his own hand, "Ihis wasn't your viclory; & was "~ .words spell the word kel/im. The Torah is hinting that if a
Hashems.” . ﬁéi'SOQ, God forbid, descends to the zehom of darkness and
Wilitary victory is not the only success that we see people materialism, hiselim, too, return to fobu va'vobu—chaos.

It e Bamse | = DTy

ascribing to their own might. Whenever a person is successful

— i i i ring, or even Torah study — . - ;
whether in business, thll?rea . r ]'shment);m d ) %S‘ What method. can we suggest which might enable us to
ion i ccompli N - : e
the natural reaction is to feel a sense of a p feave the confrrced warld of veceelsitharbinie Geen Dicken

feel that it is his own talent that has produced that success. because they no longer serve for spiritual ascent? Rav

So if you go become a rich man, make sure to follow Avram’s Nahman of Bretzlav cites the verse: “The people stood at

~ lead and'declare to yourself: You did not make yourself rich! a distance and Moshch approached the darkness where -
T W ' : . - God was.” He explains that a person can feel himself so
L«O« e e, for " yranamanD THE KNG OFSODOM | 75 far from Hashem that he sees no possible way of ever
" To sée God as “Owner of heaven and earth” is to recog- ' coming close to Him. But, says Rav Nahman, a person
nize that the whole of creation contains nothing but the V@O has a yearning to come close to Hashem at “f“ cqsts
means (kelim) for serving God and carrying out His will. _ .must apprqach the darkness—enter that part of his mind
“Khe fact that He provides us with such ample means with = where Hashem is most hidden—and he will find that
which to serve Him makes Him E! Elyon—the God of su- “God is there.” God hides within the darkness and this is
E}eme Bessed. where He may be found. '
A person who is so far mired in sin that it is impossible
MAKING AND BREAKING KELIM I 1 for him to emerge through kelim and she’lo lishma, has these
There are many types of kelim which a person can ugekto ' aids taken away from him. There is no point in his having

them. He is left with his broken kelim until he reaches the

further his spiritual progress. Kelim may be external
things, such as property, environment, teachers, and pu-
pils. Or they may be internal things, such as talents, abili-

ties, character traits and so on. Fxternal kelim are apt to extreme of despair. Then, if there is still a spark of sense
change according to the changing level of a person’s serv- left in him, he will realize that he can no longer continue
ice. They may also be removed if the person reaches a on this path which only leads to desolation and destruc-
level where he no longer has need of them. tion. He will see that his only chance is to gather the rem- -
% > A child may be induced to learn by offerin ¢ him can- nants of his strength and smash all the apparent obstacles
dies or a small coin. These are his kelim for progress at his ' -ip his path in an extreme form of resbuva. :
level. An older boy may be encouraged to study by offer- N his repentance will change him completely in every
ing more valuable prizes or honors which distinguish him detail. Nothing in his life today will resemble his behav-
from his peers. What was an inducement when he was ior of yesterday. He will rise in rebellion against the yetzer
younger has now lost its significance; it is no longer a keli ba-ra’ on all fronts. This is what Rav Nahman meant
f6r him. When a person reaches the level of learning for when he said that a sensible person will recognize his
its own sake—/ishma—all the inducements of she Jo lishma, Creator in the midst of all the obstacles and difficultics.
including honof and distinction, no longer hold any at- HJe will understand that they were all given to him to as-
traction. This “breaking of the kelim” simply means that sist-him to return to Hashem with tremendous impetus.
the kelim have served their purpose, which-was to hclp a “God is there in the darkness—for the one who is deter-
Jerson in his spiritual progress until they are no longer mined will come fiear.” .

necessary. a L{ < Inthe course of Avraham’s battle against the four kings,
wmetthe Torah renates: “An? he Aivided againet them by

M’wj ) . ”» . . R M
} night,”1% on which the Midrash states: “The night was di-

KELIM BELONG TO GOD

vided by itself”; others say: “Its Creator divided it.”!! -

When Avtaham said “I raise my hands to God,” this im- Night alludes to the spiritual darkness of utter confusion.
plied that all he had—all his elim, both external and inter- The first opinion tells us that the person who is deter-
nal—were devoted solely to the service of Hashem. Haza{ > mined to emerge from this darkness into the light of
have told us that “Avraham had made peace with his yez- teghuva will find that the darkness divides and is torn apart
zer.””. This means that the suggestions of the yetzer no by itself. This is its nature. The second opinion states that
longer had the power to tenipt him. He saw in them only qoly heavenly aid can enable a person to emerge from the
an opportunity to serve Hashem. The suggestions of the darkness of despair. “His Creator divides it.” The point of
yetzer only provided him with an opportunity to reject the second comment is that it is absolutely essential for a
them for the glory of Hashem. o person to pray for heavenly aid at every stage of his cn-)

deavor. His own powers are not sufficient. His success)
will not be permanent without heavenly aid, and heav-
*enly aid is available only through prayer.

')/\NOTHER WAY IN WHICHKELIM MAY BE BROKEN

As we have seen, kelim may be broken and become useless

because a person’s spiritual progress makes them unnec-

essary. However, they may also be broken because a per-

soff failed to progress and indeed descended the spiritual

ladder. He may have fallen under the influence of the yez-

2er ha-ra’ to such‘an extent that he no longer uses his ke-
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