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Be Fruitful & Multiply - a ‘commandment’ or a 'blessing’

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag / www.tanach.org

A. The Noachide Laws & Rainbow Covenant -Breishit chapter 9:1-13
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1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them:
'‘Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth.

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every
beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, and upon all
wherewith the ground teemeth, and upon all the fishes of the sea:
into your hand are they delivered.

3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be for food for you; as the
green herb have I given you all.

4 Only flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall
ye not eat.

5 And surely your blood of your lives will | require; at the hand of
every beast will | require it; and at the hand of man, even at the
hand of every man's brother, will | require the life of man.

6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed;
for in the image of God made He man.

7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; swarm in the earth,
and multiply therein.' {S}

8 And God spoke unto Noah, and to his sons with him,
saying:

9 'As for Me, behold, | establish My covenant with you...,

11 And | will establish My covenant with you; neither
shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of the flood;
neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.'

12 And God said: 'This is the token of the covenant which |
make between Me and you and every living creature that is
with you, for perpetual generations:

13 | have set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token
of a covenant between Me and the earth.

B. Covenant at Mt. Sinai / Sefer Vayikra chapter 26:9-12
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C. Brit Milah - Covenant of Circumcision Breishit chapter 17
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1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the
LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him: 'l am KEL
SHADAI _; walk before Me, and be thou
wholehearted.

3 And Abram fell on his face; and ELOKIM talked with him..

4 'As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, and thou shalt
be the father of [or ‘for’] a multitude of nations.

5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy
name shall be Abraham; for the father of a multitude of
nations have | made thee.

6 And | will make thee exceeding fruitful, and | will make
nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.

7 And | will establish My covenant between Me and thee and
thy seed after thee throughout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seed
after thee.

8 And | will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land
of thy sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession; and | will be their God.'

11 And ye shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin;
and it shall be atoken of a covenant betwixt Me and
you.

D. The Covenant at Mount Sinai - to become God's nation /Shmot 19:5-6

5 Now therefore,

and keep My covenant,

from among all peoples;

for [becauseleven though] all the earth is
Mine; 6 and you shall be for Me a
kingdom of priests, and a holy

if you will hearken unto My voice,

[then] you shall be Mine own treasure

nation. These are the words which you shall speak
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E. Commandment to keep Shabbat [Shmot 31:13-17]
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F. G6od confirms this promise to Yaakov, after his name change at Bet El
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6. Does every ‘commandment’ need a "pasuk”??

Ramban's commentary to Devarim 24:9 re: not to speak “lashon ha'ra”

Devarim chapter 24:
24:9.Remember what Hashem did to Miriam
Ramban: .. According to my opinion, this
verse is a 'positive commandment’ just like:

e Remember the Sabbath day...

e Remember the day you left Egypt

e Remember what Amalek did ...
Just as all the above are ‘commandments so
too is [the above verse] like those.

A positive commandment to remember the
severe punishment that [Miriam] the
righteous prophetess received - even though
she only spoke against her brother, and she
[thought] it was for his own good...

From this, it appears that the Rabbis
consider it an actual commandment - and not
just a story with good advice to prevent one
from contracting leprosy.

For how could it be that speaking
“lashon ha'ra” [gossip] - which is

considered equivalent to murder - not
be a Biblical prohibition - or at least a
prohibition derived from a positive
command! Alas, this verse is a severe
warning - to refrain from gossip, both in
public and in private - and it's one of the 613-
others who counted them forgot to count it!
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