Divine Disgrace
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SR IGNORE THE FACT THAT PEOPLE JUDGE GOD BY THE WAY WE ACT.

sy hiad an inner, personal concern for the sanctification of God’s Name, we
pever act in a way that could cause desecration of His Name. The more
EE the person.and the more identifiable he is as a Torah Jew, the mbre careful
= mmust be' about the impression his behavior makes on others. Even Yom Kippur,
mpmzance and suffering do not fully atone for the grievous sin of desecratmg the Name.
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Xiv . MY SOLE DESIRE

- The same is true of avodas Hashem. Hashem created us
w1th a spec1ﬁc purpose in mind. What is that purpose? We
say it in Adon Olam: “Master of the universe, Who reigned be-
Jore any creation was created; when everything was brought

~ into being according to His will— then ‘King’ His Name was
proclaimed” Hashem was King before the creation of the

us §_9Mthat we should proclalm that He is our ng, so that we
- accept His sovereignty.

The first blessing of the sheva brachos is “.. Who has cre-
ated everything for His honor” Chazal based this blessing on
the passuk in Yeshayahu, “Everything that is called by My
name and whowm I created for My honor, I formed.it, and I also
made it” (Yeshayahu 43:7).

The entire world was created for the purpose of kevod
Shamayim — so that the Jewish People would reveal Hashem's

honor in the world. Therefore, when a chassan and kallah set
m’/’\—_
out on their new life, the first thing we do is remind them of

the purpose for which they were created. Once their purpose is
clear, they are on the right path. There may be delays or disrup-
tions, they may take a wrong turn at some point, but as long
as they know their destination, they are still on the right path.

x The navi Yeshayahu rebukes the Jewish People that
Hashem’s Word was taken by them as ‘@ commandment for
a commandment... a line for a line; a little there, a little there”
(Yeshayahu 28:10). The navi’s intent was that although they

. did perform some mitzvos, it was without any overall direc-
tion. It was a little mitzvah here and a little mitzvah there. At
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times they followed Hashem’s commandments and at times
they followed the goyim; sometimes they were headed toward
holiness and sometimes in the opposite direction, Rachmana
litzlan. The Jewish People lacked a single clear goal of increas-
ing kevod Shamayim through their every action.

Avraham Avinu commanded his household after him,
‘that they will abide by Hashem's way” He gave us the over-
riding direction the goal for which we live. Before we even
goal: what are we seekmg to accomplish in hfe" Why have we
been created in this world?

< Only once we internalize that we are living solely for
Hashem’s sake, in order to increase His glory, can we move
forward in the right direction.

One reason for washing our hands in the mofning, as
stated in the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, is that just as the ko-
hanim washed their hands in the kiyor before starting their
holy service in the Beis Hamikdash, we wash our hands for
the service of our Creator. A Jew wakes up in the morning
with one distinct goal: to serve Hashem. He washes his hands,

sanctifying himself for this one purpose. After saying Modeh
Ani and washing our hands, it is a good habit to say, “Ribono
shel Olam, I want to serve You” This starts us off with a clear
goal, on the right track toward kevod Shamayim.

vl This statement — “Ribono shel Olam, I want to serve You”
=~ —will accompany us throughout the day. When we face a de-
cision, we will remember our purpose in life and say, “Ribono
shel Olam, I want only one thing in life: to glorify Your name”
Then we can check the signposts and determine which option
will lead us in the rlght direction, toward kevod Shamayzm -
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Even in times of difficulty or distress, chas veshalom, we
will be able to reconnect to our goal and say, “Ribono shel

Olam, only one thing is important to me in life: to do Your

will. If it is Your will that I serve you this way, I'm con-
tent with the way things are”-Sometimes there are bumps

along the road, but if it is the way to our goal, we will pro- -

ceed — slowly but surely.

One person will make his trip in a fancy car, another in an

old station wagon; a third may ride on a bike, and yet another

may make the trek by foot — but everyone is on their way, at
their own pace. Likewise, each person serves Hashem within

his specific capacity, and one person’s avodas Hashem cannot
compare to another’s.

But each and every one of us is on his way, doing his
part to reveal Hashem’s glory in the world. And Hashem de-

rives nachas from every one of His children with his ﬁnique
abilities.

With this concept in mind, let us explore the following
hypothetical scenario. Imagine a person resting in the woods

at the side of the Tel-Aviv-Jerusalem highway. Would we
consider this person on his way to Jerusalem? Obviously, it

depends on the purpose of his nap. If this person is in the
thick of a day’s adventure in the woods, he is not on the way
to Jerusalem, even if he is right at the side of the road. But if
he was traveling to Jerusalem, grew exhausted from the jour-
ney, and is now resting so that he will be able to continue his
trip, he is definitely on his way to Jerusalem.

For the one adventuring in the woods, the rest is his pur-
pose. For the one heading to Jerusalem, the nap is only a
means toward his goal.

The Baal HaTanya writes that when one eats choice meat
and drinks fragrant wine in order to achieve peace of mind
for the sake of Hashem and His Torah, the vitality received
from the meat and wine is purified and elevated as a korban
for Hashem. The same is true with regard to one who tells a
joke to sharpen his mind and put him in a happy mood for
the sake of Torah and avodas Hashem that have to be done
with simchah (Likutei Amarim 7).

6 We cannot always be in active mode, working and invest-
ing non-stop. Sometimes we need to rejuvenate —to meet
with friends, schmooze on the telephone, or enjoy a light
read. If we forget our goal in life and turn this activity into
the goal, we have veered from the road. If we keep constant
sight of our goal, however, this break just serves as means of
recharging so that we will be able to continue our trip with
“more vitality. As such, it becomes an integral part of our avo-
das Hashem.

When we are always conscious of our goal, our entire lives

are transformed into an ongoing song of kevod Shamayim
We will then be able to merit the day when Hashem will be
King over the entire world and His glory will be revealed to
all, may it be speedily in our days.
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288 Teshuvah
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Much of the climate that allows for our mistakes is based on mistaken
priorities, losing sight of what is primary and what is secondary. Over
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the course of the year, we can come to lay excessive emphasis on our oY NN 1'7'7115'} N9 LOmiEn onanwy’

physical activities and possessions, not as a means to an end, but rafhgr (35.39) "MW1
as the end in themselves. If this happens, we will end up devoting too
yuch time and energy to developing those areas, all at the expense of
the things that really count. To live our lives in light of what we have
learned from Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we need to restore a

balanced and healthy perspective on our relationship with the world:
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«  Yom Kippur initiates the process of reclaiming this perspective

by ceasing all significant physical activity and interaction with
the physical world. This “time out” allows us to rec~librate our

vision of the world and our relationship with it.
+  Succos continues this process by applying the same method not
to what we do, but to what we own. Although we need to own o )
things, we need to ensure that they do not take over and become tcl
a value in themselves. Our homes and possessions are meant to /’/—/A

serve us, but if we don’t maintain our sense of perspectlve we - What Makes Us Look Good?
can easily end up serving them. )

TRy 1vp NN

This brings us back to the arba minim and the special role hidur

The mitzvah of succah takes us out of the house and in so doing mitzvah plays withinthem. The central theme here is not that of “mere-
deemphasizes it and liberates us from it. The week spent in the succah " ly” performing mitzvos, but of reclaiming them from the sidelines to
allows us to reflect through experience on what we really need and what where they may have been pushed by other less important things. The
is really important. It is true that we do not spend our entire lives in things we invest in making beautiful are the things that are impq}tant

the succah, at some point we will reenter our homes. However, the goal
is that when we do finally come back inside on Shemini Atzeres, it will
be with the perspective we gleaned and absorbed over the seven days

_ spent in the succah.



0

to us. This is the reorientation of Succos. Looked at this way, the succah
and the arba minim work together as a team, with succah deemphasizing
physical priorities that may have taken over, and arba minim restoring
mitzvos to the center where they belong.

There is another layer here. The idea of hidur mitzvah with regard to
mitzvos is generally derived from the words 1w Ox i1 — This is my God
and I will glorify Him,? which the Gemara explains as communicating
the message: nmxna v nXxinn — beautify the mitzvos before Hzm29

Actually, if we look carefully at these words we will notice that the
word nxann, which is reflexive, does not mean to beautify something
else, but rather to beautify oneselfl This means that the verse is saying:

“beautify yourself before Him with mitzvos.” This seems s rather strange.

Since when is beautifying ourselves a value, and what does that have to
do with hidur mitzvah?
~J Here we are being told a profound lesson: Everyone has something
' that he takes pride in. Although pride is generally considered to be an

extremely negative character trait, this is when it is self-serving and

egotistical. However, taking pride in something that is greater than

oneself can be very positive indeed. Anyone who is progtﬁir;tq be Jewish

is not exercising bad middos, he is expressing something very wonder-
ful. We lose our way when the things we take pride in shift from matters

of ultimate importance to those of lesser importance.

! and Earth

things he boasts about. The problem begins when the tiferes
of Israel falls from taking pride in heavenly things (omw) and -
focuses instead on earthly or temporal things (yx).

As we use these days to take stock of our lives and how we have
been leading them, an underlying question is: “where is my
tiferes? What do [ take pride in, and why?” Much of what we need
to do teshuvah for by the time Rosh Hashanah comes around can
be traced back to this imbalanced perspective that has diverted
our tiferes from “heaven” to “earth,” and hence a central part of
our rehabilitation will involve restoring it to its rightful place.

This is the goal of hidur mitzvah. When we invest in and beautify a
mltzvah ‘we are saying: “the things in life that make me look beautiful

P

ar_gemrmtzvos like this one!

In truth, that is the greatest honor we can

give to a mitzvah.
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THE CALL OF THE TORAH : —
IR0 RDD TP DY AN XU l 6
32. TR oW N 7N K5r— You shall not desecrate My holy Name. This verse TN T KO T YW TNWA AT (19 97 5072) 5T TN i :
has been called Israel’s Bible in miniature. It contains the solemn warning NYINW K1 TRWR AT 04T NWIDNN 101w PR T 1Y ORI mw
against profaning the Divine Name and the positive precept incumbent on every \9w T390 KO3 K1
Jew to sanctify that Name throu T Tiis moral conduct and, if necessary, through . i T wTpin e nbynh Ty .
his very death. Although spoken in reference to the Kohanim as guardians of
: . n y »
the Sanctuary, this command has long been applied to the whole nation, in both NV Y 17°0KW 1w OTY (2 Tya ow) 20D YR 107 DK
its positive way of living and its passive application, by dying Dwis w2 Sy. ANWN TYTIT WD YNNI WATT UMM "N INWNT T KOD TV

Be very scrupulous in your actions, say the Sages, so that you do nothingto .- ' -

tarnish the honor of Judaism or the ewish people. In his Mi - - TI297 KO TY 130 WHTW DPRON 7Y 01 mOnY.
bam describes in detail the many applications of thislaw to daily life (Hil. Yesodei
HaTorah sxwmmmymmwﬁb randed as
an unforgivable sin because it creates a false impression of Judaism and its moral AWAT N AN Ny Sw 1A NYMY DA NKOMTT WM, TIA0 XD TV
standards. Every Jew must be constantly aware that the glory of God is, asit were, . 7 i
entrusted to Eixz\ and that he holds in his hands the honor of his religion and his A~ KU1, 10W TIMP 1192 Y23 127207 1297 XD 79 3740 KOy
people. The wrongdoing of a single Jew reflects on the whole House of Israel [a .

statement that has been amply proved by Jewish history]. The Talmud illustrates -
this with the famous story of the foolish passenger who started to make a hole Swn KW 1M, 11200 KoY nyan 20XY N AWK KD 1IWN2 1 8pn
in. the bottom of a boat. His argument that he was only making the hf)le unc%erf L AT, K91 DWW T T ~am RN YYD NKTD
his own seat was not acceptable to the other passengers, who made him realize AT i e
tha*when the sea rushed in they would all drown. So it is with Israel. Its salvation 11333N931¥n!?£73331m1__

and misfortune are in the hands-of each one of its children.
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The Rambam writes: “There are other things that are a profana-
tion_of G-d’s name. When a _pious Torah scholar does things which
cause people to talk against him, even if the acts are not transgres-
sions, he profanes G-d’s name. Examples of this are when such a
person_buys something and does not pay promptly when he is ablc

" 'P"l’ﬂﬂ?m’) v oy ’;ﬁn ’n1 Repid”) Nb Y ‘n‘mw ALY ',!"l":_lﬁ to pay and the scller asks him for payment, or when he does not ’
» RN , S .\..N\ﬂﬂ mIn speak pleasantly 10 others and does not receive them with a pleasax;t
17'3‘ R3] ,Dw)p "oan Dn?‘)y nfyp‘) O5YY VPN DN ‘1'73 9 - facial expression, but is quarrelsome and easy to anger. The greater
mwpn ATY ggmnam” :09WN DR 2NNY el .0Yy903Y the man, the more careful he must be with his behavior. Such a
‘ 199N /N 9N RY DN Y 17\7)1 : person should go beyond the letter of the law in his dealings with

others. —
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Essence of a Brocha

Kt

The extent to which one is obligated to express his appreciation is
awesome! Water and sand “are oblivious to the appreciation being
expressed to them. If there is an obligation to show appreciation to
inanimate objects, how much stronger is the obligation to show
appreciation to a human benefactor. How much stronger still is the
obligation to express appreciation to Hashem, the ultimate benefactor!

A/child of three can say “thank you” to his parent, especnally if the
parent mstructs the child to do so. As the p ‘person grows in wisdom,
experience and sensnhv:ty, his apprecxatlon deepens, and his expressions
of gratitude are no longer something he does by rote. As a wise and
sensitive adult, he can express his gratitude in a meaningful way.

brocha®

Many three year old children recite brochos. What a lost opportunity

it would be if a person expressed his gratitude to 'Hashem thousands of

times in his lifetime, with the sensitivity and de&th

a three_year old '

Growth starts by simply considering the meaning of the words of a

MThe words boruch atoh are often misunderstood to mean “bless you”

“praise you” " (Hashem). To presume that Hashem could benefit from
our praises is completely illogical.® Would Wf,,fﬁlﬁ? _notice of a

»compllment being offered to us by a microbe?/ The Rishonim explam
that the word boruch used in a brocha means ‘source’ and ‘wellspring®!
of (e.g., You, Hashem are the source of bread, You, Hashem are the
squrce of fruit, etc.”)

Hashem’s Name is written Yud Kay Vav Kay which signifies “ He
Was, He Is, and He Will Always Be.” It is recited “Ad-noy,” which
signifies “Master of all.”

[ Many Poskim rule that upon saying Hashem’s Name, one must be
mindful of both meanings of His Name, i.e., “He was, He is, and He will
always be” and “Master of all”.® |

(The word “Elokeinu,” our G-d, means that He is almighty, all-capable,
and all-powerful. According to many Poskim one is required to be
mindful of this meaning each and every time he recites the word
Elokeinu in a brocha’

[ When we say melech_haolom we address the fact that not only did
Hashem: create the particular item that we are about to eat, but he
actively managed its allocation and distribution. Figuratively speaking,
the Creator stamps every apple with the address of the person for
whom it is intended.’® |
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the_action took place in the past and is currently taking place. For
example, the word borei does not mean ‘He created’, but rather 'He
created and continues to create’. What we are saying is that Hashem not

oML Podh 17 a0 pukd o3P0
WODY IO DIPLD 0N LIPS DNDhO

only created the universe and all it contains, but also continues to

N0 P dpsd oy prnbn owps

actively cause it to exist. If, for a fraction of a second, He were to stop

willing -everything into being, then people, matter and the entire

universe would simply disappear into nothingness.” ™ )
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