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him out to the elders cf his city and
elders of his city,

hearken to our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard, "* 2! All the men of his cif

the gate of his place. 20 They shall say to
“This son of ours is wayward and rebellious; he does n

shall pelt him with stones and he shail die; and you shall remove the evil fror
your midst; and all Israel shall hear and they shall fear. ‘

22 [fa man shall have committed a sin whose judgment is death, he shall beput
to death, and you shzll hang him on a gallows. 2 His body shall not remain fot%
the night on the gallows, rather you shall surely bury him on that day, foré
hanging person is a curse of God, and Yyou shall not contaminate your Land:
which HASHEM, your God, gives Yyou as an inheritance. -

~

o P. Napars :

14 So Abraham awoke early in'the morning, took bread and a skin of water,

and gave them to Hagar. He placed them on her shoulder along with the boy,
and serit her off. She departed, and strayed in the desert of Beer-shgég.

1> When the water of the skin was consumed, she cast off the boy beneath
one of the trees. 16 She went and sat herself down at a distance, some bowshots
away, for she said, “Let me not see the death of the child.”.And she sat at a
distance, lifted her.voice, and wept, e

17 God heard the cry of the youth, and an angel of God called to Hagar from
heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not. for God has
heeded:the cry ofithe youth in his present state. * '* Arise, lift up the youth and
grasp your hand upon him; for | will make a great nation of him.”
n God opened her eyes and she perceived a well of water: she went and
illed the skin:with iater arid gave the youth to dririk, : ’ »
20.God was with the youth.and he grew up; he dwelt in the desert and became
 accomplished archer. ' He lived in the desert of Paran, and his mother took

1wife for him from the land of Equpt. -
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mmachmg for Jewish family
life: the attitude of the parents is the critical factor in giving children a good and
effective upbringing. Instead of first looking for fault in the child for his.
. behavioral difficulties, parents should examine the errors, intentional or not,

that they have made. Let those parent who can claim that they neglected "

nothing in raising their children come forward to testify before the authorities,
but let them be aware that their denial of responsibility can have but one

of thirteen and thirteen years and three months, which is a particularly crucial
period in the formation of his future personality and character.

=P The Talmud explains that the wayward and rebellious son has the unusual

status of one who is to receive the death pen

plexed 3:41). That idea is hinted at by the phrase, o7 by 199KN ®, you shall
not eat over the blood (Leviticus 19:26), which is a warning not to allow the
gluttony of the wayward and rebellious son to lead to the shedding of blood.
~ Sefer HaChinuch (mitzvah 248) stresses that most sins are the result of going
to excess. It was for this reason that the T. almud (Berachos 32a) stated that
overeating leads to sin. Food represents the substance of the material world,

whereas thoughts and mitzvos correspond to the soul. These two.ire the i
absolute opposites and the excesses of one will diminish the other. For this .

reason, the very pious make a
When all is said and done,
aw carry out the law of the wayward and rebellious son (see Sanhedrin 71a).

The conditions that had to be met in order to pass this sentence were such that
it was virtually impossible for such a case to

point of eating only the barest minimum needed.

ever occur. For example, the

parents had to declare that they had never neglected any aspect of their child’s

upbringing, that they had everywhere and always served as perfect examples
for him, and that they could attribute their son’s errant behavior only to some
“innate deficiency” thereby removing all responsibility from themselves.

Which father or mother could truly state deep in his or her heart: “I did all I

could, T am really in no way responsible”?

alty as a preventive measure in ¥
anticipation of future sins (Sanhedrin 63a). Rambam maintains that this is

because he will kill people in order to satisfy his gluttony (Guide to the Per-

tradition teaches that never did a Jewish court of

consequence: the loss of their child (Rabbi S. R. Hirsch). P
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Unfortunately, the path of self-perfection is largely ig-

noted in our time. When most people speak of avodas

HaShem, they mean prayer, or Torah study, or mitzvos. Few
realize how much God desires the efforts of an individual to
improve his character, and how essential such efforts are in
avodas HaShem. The Rambam lists a number of transgres-

sions for which most people never do teshuvah because
they f

are thie result of bad character traits.
PirkeiAvos begins with the words: “Moshe received the

Torah from Sinai, and gave it to Yehoshua, and Yehoshua
gave it to the Elders, and the Flders to the prophets...”"” In

. his commentary on Mishnayos, Ray Ovadiah Bartenura

fail to recognize them as sins — and most of those sins
|

asks thé following question: Since this Mishnah teaches a
fundamental lesson about the transmission of the Torah
why wasn't it placed at the beginning of all the Mishnayos,'
asan introducfcion to the entire Oral Torah? Why does it ap-
pear at the beginning of Pirkei Avos, which is primarily a
guide to self:improvement? He answers that it was put there
to teach that the path of self-improvement, the obligation
to perfect our character, is also from Sinai — that the need
Ato oyercome and eliminate our negative traits is a com- .

mardment in the Torah. We are obligated to perfect our
chaacter in every area of life, and not merely in the exam-
ple we gave at the beginning of the chapter — ‘repayinng‘
good for evil,

We have to pay careful attention to the way we aci
throughout the day. Are we being impatient with our fam-
ily and friends? Are we getting upset over small monetary
losses? Think of how we overreact when samanna
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All bad character traits are derived from the sifra achra,
the unholy side of existence. Unholiness, by its very nature,
seeks to assert itself and to conceal the true source of all be-
ing, which is holiness. With a little reflection, we will real-
ize that the main reason we give in to such bad traits is that
we attribute too much importance to this temporary world,
and we waste our days and years worrying over material
possessions. “How much money did we spend? Was the
price too high or too low? Who still owes us money? Why
haven’t they paid us back?” A person whose life revolves
agound such questions will constantly be involved in argu-
ments, and he will spend his time and energy proving that
he is right and the other person is wrong.

If we would only realize how little time we have in this
wqrld, and that ultimately the body returns to the earth, we
would realize how unimportant such things are. If we
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waeuld only understand that our true goal in this fleeting

. world is to acquire Torah and mitzvos — eternal possessions
— then our entire view of life would be different. All our
negative character traits are the result of the evil inclina-
tion, and of the concealment that is imposed by the physi-
cal world. That is what allows us to be attracted to material

things and to imagine that the goal of life is the fulfillment
of physical desires.
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Everyday a bas kol emanates from Mount Chorev. and d:
“Wee'to them. to the people, because of [their] insult to the Torah

(Pirkei Avos 6:2). The commentaries explain that the giving of the
Torah did not stop, as it says, A great sound that did not ceage”
(Devarim 5:19). One with an attuned ear hears the voice of Hashem
giving the Torah continually, as the basis of all of creation. When
that voice is not heard, then the bas kol (echo) goes out proclaiming
the_disgrace to Torah.

The Mechilta (see also Kiddushin 22b) describes the piercing of the
earlobe of the Jewish slave as a punishment for his failure to hear and
heed the ongoing commandment, “Do not steal.” It might be asked,
however, why we pierce the earlobe, a mere piece of cartilage, and not
the eardrum which failed to hear.

Chazal tell us that the outer ear serves as a funnel to collect the
sound waves and_direct them to the inner ear. The problem of the

slave was not that he did not hear on Sinai that we are all to subjugate
ourselves to Hashem alone. But he failed to hear that command as if

it.were directed to him and him alone. His outer ear failed to funnel
those words to him, and thus bears the blemish. He heard God’s voice
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ut did not experience it as if God was speaking to him.

ﬂlﬂayin spoke with his brother Hevel, and when they were in the
field, Kayin arose and smote Hevel, his brother” (Bereishis 4:8). Many
Midrashim discuss what exactly Kayin said to Hevel. Ibn Ezra
notes that according to the simple understanding of the verse,
Kayin repeated to Hevel the admonition he had just heard from
Hashem: “If you will improve, thén you will be forgiven, and if
not, the sin crouches by the entrance, and it desires you, but you
‘can dominate it” (Bereishis 4:7). How can these words of mussar to
Hevel have led to the murder? They should have prevented the
murder.

Like most people, Kayin heard the mussar as directed at everybody
but him. Since Hevel was the only person around, he assumed it was
intended for him. So Kayin “said over” the mussar to Hevel rather
than mulling ovét its implications for him. Not only did it fail to
prevent=the murder, but by suggesting to Kayin that Hevel was in
need of mussar, it may even have aroused his animosity.

JBRY yIvwhn dnvy Yypoi Ko nyw

Before the Torah can_tell us, “And Hashem spoke.” we must first
learn what it means to listen. Unless there is an ear to hear, even the
most_powerful message from the mouth of Hashem Himself is lost.
For that reason, ~"Yisro heard,” precedes the giving of the Torah. Let
u§ now investigate what proper hearing entails.
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The Chovos Halevavos says that there is a cheshbon hanef-
esh, a way of introspection, “a/ mah sheyeish biycholto mimaaseh

The Gift of Light ~> 159

haavodah.” A person should ask himself, he should think and
question, he should take stock of who and where he is regard-
ing his avedah, his serving the Almighty. He should ask him-
self honest questions. What can I do? What is available to me?
What are my abilities? What is realistic for me? A peison can
wake up in the morning and say that he is going to be the next
Chafetz Chaim, but that’s just self-deception. It’s not realis-
tic. The Chowvos Halewavos tells us to be realistic. Where am I?
What’s my situation, my predicament? What can I accomphsh
in avodah?

After a person takes inventory of himself and seeks a rela-
tlonshlp with the Almighty, he must determine where he is. If
he” coesnt daven w1th a minyan every ¢ day, then het inust make.
changes in that re respect if he expects a close relatlonshlp ‘with
the Almighty. He has to resolve to daven every day with a min-
yan, and believe me, it is a challenge for a person who’s not used

to it to make such a commitment. It’s a major undertaking,
What about a person who goes to minyan every day? What

does his cheshbon hanefesh tell him? What is his next step on

the ladder? It could be doing an act of chessed. He might decide

that every day he must do at least one act of chessed, one act |,

that is_outwardly directed, one act that turns his focus away
from himself. 'The choice for the next step on the ladder all
depends on the results of the cheshbon hanefesh, the introspective
self-examination. Every individual knows what is particularly

suited for him, as long as he takes the time and effort to think’

it through.

So we've come to the point where webhavea.made a cheshbon
hanefesh and determmed what the next step should be. What

do we do now? A

¢ “‘3:5 The Chovos Hale‘wwas tells us, “L’bargil bah ul hasmid aleha”
&' You have to condition yourself to do it through persistent rep-
(_ etition until

comes a habit. It has to become second nature.

Furthermore, he says, “V’yarutz laasosah.” You should embrace
itand run to do it. You have to feel that if you do not daven with
a minyan, something is missing, that there is a gaping hole in
your day. You have to feel that if you have not begun your day
by connecting with the Almighty properly, your day is adrift
without an archor. Or if your particular rung is conditioning
yourself to a daily act of chessed, you have to feel that without

it you are living a life of unbearable selfishness. Whatever it is
you are working on, says the Chovos Halevavos, you have to do

it again and again untl} it becomes part of your very being.

So the Chovos Halevavos is saying that the thing you choose
as your next step in avodas Hashem has to become so ingrained
in you that your day would collapse without it. If you chose to
do a daily act of chessed, you must construct your day so that at
a certain time, whether it is at noon or in the evening or when-
ever, your second nature compels you to do an act of chessed.
You fit it into your routine or your schedule. After you  finish a

-« certain class or a certain daily task, it is time to do chessed. It is
How, vdu-function Itis how you look at the world and how you
1nteract w1th its .‘ﬁs»part of who you are.
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Achar kach,” he says, if you've reached this rung of the lad-
der, “y jishtadel I ’boszf al mabh sheyesh biycholto.” If you are serious,
if you want to grow out of your pettiness and your smallness,
if you want to become a big person, this is how you da it. You
reach one level, you work at it, you integrate it into your being
until it becomes -patt of you, until it becomes second nature.
‘Then it _to move ahead to the next step. You don’t stop
and sit back on your laurels congratulatlng yourself on what
you've accomplished. No, you don’t do that. You move ahead. -
You immediately go to work on the next step, the next rung on
the ladder of your personal advancement. -

But Jews are realists, and they are likely to raise objec-
tions. It’s too much. I can’t do this. I'm a practical person, not
a dreamer. I know I'm not going to become a saint. I kn

I'm

- not going to set the world on fire. I don’t want to delude ., r yself

I've done enough; what’s the point of going on?

So the Chovos Halevavos says, “Vyichsof od b’libo.” You should
desire a little more in your heart. Even if you say you cant do -
it, at least try to do something more. You have a heart and you
have emotions, so just let the feelings come over you and find
it in yourself to desire to be just a trifle better. That’s all we're
asking of you. Just want it, desire it. Without desire and aspira-
tions, we are no more than clumps of earth. So regardless of

what will actually happen, at least have the desire to reach for
the next little rung.
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