
wj erp r,xt
 (1t euxp j erp (r,xt aurhp) r,xt kg o"hckn

vnku lrumv ,gc tck kufh vhv ost kf hf f"f vkusd vzc ihta lknv hbpk tc hfsrna t,ucrv uvnu 'r,xtk inv ,hc i,b vnk
:ohsuvhv rrum vp invk utre

uhxfbu u,hc vhv lknc srna khcac drvb inv vhv otu 'lknk ovhxfb lkn hdurv hf 'ose hnhn ejv vhv rcf 'tuvv ouhc :aurhp
,hc i,b ifk 'ohsuvhv vngcu vfknvc srna vn rucg er vk,b lknc usrn rucg tka ,utrvk vmr lknv kct 'lknv kt ohghdn

inv ,hc i,b ifka ogyv ,ukdk ohsuvhv rrum vp utre ifku 'vfknv kt ohghdn uhxfb vkhcac drvba rjt hf 'r,xtk inv
kcu vmrha ,g kf lknv hbpk tck ,uar uk i,bu lknv uksd ;fh,a vtrb hfsrnu 'ohsuvhv rrum vhva kg vhv u,dhrva igh r,xtk

:yhcrav uk yhauhu uk treha sg ih,nvk lrymh

 (2yn erp  "cruj" - (rdhv) rzghkt hcrs herp

,urmut tmna jre 'okugv ,unutc invu ktrahc jre 'okugv ,unutc sjtu ktrahc sjt okugc usng ohrhag hba rnut xjbp wr
 ohasev hase ka ,urmut kf ,tu vsuvh hfkn ka ,urmut kf jeka invu ;xuh ka cvz ka

 (3j euxp j erp r,xt h"ar

:;uhzc lknv c,f ,uagku uchavk vtb iht - chavk iht

 (4v - j r,xt cvz ,umcan

obntv h,htr vkta vrvn"d ikht skuubhrd ,hren rpx yhka"t vnn rntba rpxc kthbs p)"u (y lknva auhrs hsnv vmr
iujk ,t kthbs rcga kg ,rhzd lknv rzda tka kkp,vk kthbsu xp,b tuvaf kkp,n hrau vfuknv uaehc lknvn ahbgha u,ut

uvfhkahu cudk ,uhrtv hpf rzdba ratfu lknv ks,av ukhmvk urnt lknk ihstc thrcd lkt uadrv kg tfkn ihrntu tfknk gs
tfkn hs ,s hsnk xrpu hs kf rxt oheu hs tfkn ohevh vhbavk tk gs) lknv hf ,s hsnk orpu rat kf rxht rsbu rat
uvnheh lknv iht gnanu (chavk ta"t chavk c,fv ukhptu iumrc lknv tkt aha rtck r,xta vfn, ,t v,aec chavk
ohrpxv vnc inva hddtv rcf ,n hrvu vhv ovk kkf ota urzd vrhzd ,nu sjt hrzudn vrhzdv ohkycn ,t vrhzdv runtfu wndc
,hbg, yf g"t tcuvu arc"h vkhdn y"u c"g hrhndu hfs hrzd t,rhzd ,hnu sj uvhhbhn hkycn uvhh,rzdk k"fg ruthcvu wndv uhva
ohtur lfc ,ut in ohnav ihta ohnhfxn vrhzdk uz ifku vaehc r,xt c,fh chavk ,t ohrpxv tkt auruajta ksudc u,utd
tk vmr ,usuvk hbpk okuf ohnavna ukyhc ,t vrhzdv ;hsgvu ie,k rcsv iputc rjt g"h ,jhka ,urdt ,uasj kufhcfa

,uarpn ,t ,unsuev

 (5u euxp j erp r,xt kg hukv ,hc

kpf vrnt vrutfku /h,skun isctc h,htru kfut vffhtu hng ,t tmnh rat vgrc h,htru kfut vffht hf (j erp) r,xt ,khdnc
kct ,hsuvhv u,sc ehzjnv kg er vrhzdv iht tkhnnu 'ohsuvhv kf ,t sctku durvk vhv hrv vrhzdvs vtrbvu ',ubua ,ukhnc ihbg

er vdhrvv uaurhp iht sctks oharpnv uarhpa vn hpk yrpcu /vrhzdv uhkg vhv tk tkv ohhxrpvk rcj,vk u,s jhbh ot
'ohudv ihc ohsctbu ohcrugn er g"pc vnutf onmg hbpc ohrfhb uhvh tka ubhhv osctk iuak rehgs o,s kg vrcgv uaurhp

uhv tku ,unutv lu,c usctba uaurhps 'ruat .rtc ohscutv utcu (dh zf whgah) unfu 'ohudc oa o,sctu (jk uf trehu) f"vtnfu
,me tmnh odu ogca ohrafv ubhhvs apb ,rhxnc ,umnv ohheha hn 'ohbputv hba ovc tmnh vnka vnutcs htsuc vbvu 'ohrfhb

o,s uczgh tka hng o,ut vtreu ovca ohrafv ov hng ,t tmnh rat vgrc h,htru kfut vffht vrnta uvzu /o,s uczgha
vzku u,s rhnvc vgrvn kmbvk vmg ovk ah tkv auruajt vk chah tka hsf hbav smvc sug vphxuvu 'vcr vgru abug ovk ghdhu
hng uskub h,skun ova hrjt ohngv ihc ohsctb uhvhu o,s uczgha o,ut ubhhvs h,skun isctc h,htru kfut vffhtu rnuk vphxuv

:sjt ogc

Purim and the Persian Empire, Yehuda Landy, p. 93

Here, where the Megillah mentions that Achashverosh’s decrees were sent to the Jews in their script and in their language,

we can safely assume that it is referring to Assyrian script and the Aramaic language.

6)



 (7zy aurs - iuatr ekj - acs ,urgh rpx

uh,urdt chavk hfsrn ,urdtu 'ixhbc d"hc uc,fba inv ,urdt ihc vhv lfku 'uhnh vba ohgcau 'ohmurj uhnh .rtv kg ost vn hf
ka ,s kyck ktrah ,kmvc r,xtu hfsrn urjht vnk uvn, rcfu '[s"v t"p vyux hnkaurh] arsnc a"nf ouh ohgca 'iuhxc d"fc

wufu ,gcy ,rxv vkusd [/sh vkhdn] urnt kct 'vhv lpfpvu lknv hbhgc ij utmnh ,tzf ,gk ot gsuh hnu 'cr inz lan vhkf
gsub rcfu 'obug rucgc rpfn vhv vz 'oh,nf ohcajb uhv ouh kfcu 'ck kfc ohca uhv 'v,hnk ohs,ugn ouh kf uhva vzc hf 'k"anf
lbhnh sm kg cfa [u 's ktezjh] ktezjhk v"cev rnt ifu 'vcuy vsnc a"fu vgr vsnc rcsnc ibhzjsf 'vbak ouh ;rmn v"cev hf
ohrxun ouh kf uhvhu 'vcua,v ,hkf,c ktrah uhvha hfsrn aehcu 'vba ohgca aht hnh rpxnu 'vbak ouh ktrah ,hc iug tau wufu

thva 'ohnh ohgca ,rdtk ,rdt ihc rjht lfku 'o,uba hnh kf ieu,n hrvu 'vbak ouh cajha ouh ohgcav uhv 'vdhrvk oapb
:a"nf iuufnv

8) http://www.historyofinformation.com/expanded.php?id=162

By the time of Herodotus (circa 484-425 BCE) the Persian Royal Road ran some 2,857 km from the city of Susa on the

lower Tigris to the port of Smyrna (modern Izmir in Turkey) on the Aegean Sea.  A highway built by the Persian king of

kings Darius I to facilitate rapid communication and intelligence gathering throughout the Persian Empire,  the Royal

Road was protected by Persian rulers and later used by the Romans. On this road couriers, riding in relays, could travel

1,677 miles (2,699 km) in seven or nine days.

Herodotus wrote:

There is nothing that travels faster, and yet is mortal, than these couriers; the Persians invented this system, which works

as follows. It is said that there are as many horses and men posted at intervals as there are days required for the entire

journey, so that one horse and one man are assigned to each day. And neither snow nor rain nor heat nor dark of night

keeps them from completing their appointed course as swiftly as possible. The first courier passes on the instructions to

the second, the second to the third, and from there they are transmitted from one to another all the way through, just as the

torchbearing relay is celebrated by the Hellenes in honor of Hephaistos. The Persians call this horse-posting system the

angareion" (Strassler [ed] The Landmark Herodotus: The Histories [2007] 8.98, p. 642). 

 (9z euxp j erp (r,xt aurhp) r,xt kg o"hckn

iht lknv oac c,fb rat c,f hf 'vrzjc ohnu,jv ohrpxv ,t chavk v,mgk ohfxv tk lknv vbv /uc,f o,tu 'inv ,hc vbv
vhv vbvu /ezb kfn ock jych ,tz kfcu 'ohrav shc ohbuatrv ohrpxv urtaha ',gsu kfavc vbufb vmg ovk .gh okut 'chavk

:,umg h,a vz ihbgc
shnavk rntnv taubk ohsuvhv ,kn rtck ah vzcu 'ohsuvhv kf ,t sctku durvk shnavk cu,f vhv ohbuatrv ohc,fc hf (t
hn ,t ohbuatrv ,rdtc arhp tk hf 'kugpv rxj vzcu 'ohshnanv uhvh ov 'ohsuvhv 'shnanv vhvh hnu 'kf ,t sctku durvk

'ohrmv vbhsnu og khj kf ,t durvk shnavk o,ut ohrmv vbhsnu og ,kn ovc ;hxuva ,uburjtv ,urdtv urtch ,tzu 'ushnah
kfu 'o,ut urtch er ,ubuatrv ,t ukychu uchah tk ,uburjtv ,urdtv v,gnu 'vbhsnu og khj kf ,t ushnah ohsuvhv 'shnah hnu
'lknv ,mgc r,xt vbuuf ,tzu 'lknv hrcs chana treb vz iht urtck ohrcs uc ;hxun er iuatrv in grdn ubht hbav c,fva
uhvh ohsuvhva urtck 'ofhbhgc cuyf rutcv cu,fk ukfu, ohsuvhv ,un kg k"r 'ofhbhgc cuyf ohsuvhv kg uc,f o,tu t"zgu

:ohsnabv tk ohshnanv
ohburjtv ,urdtv uhv ohsuvhv ,t ushnah tk ohngva c,fu rzuj auruajt vhv ot / / /eujr rutc er vza odv hf ,hba ,tu

i,ba 'ohhe,vk ukfuh ovhba hf vrh,x vz iht 'o,ut ohrmv ,t ushnah ohsuvhva ,hba c,fa rjt kct ',ubuatrv ,t ohr,ux
hn gsuh hnu 'oc durvk ,uar ovhrrumk od aha rjts 'vbfxc ohsuvhv ihhsg vzc tkv okut 'vzc vz ojkvk ,uar ,u,fv hbak

/ / /wufu r,xtk h,,b inv ,hc vbv rntk ohsev z"g 'ush rcd, ovn

 (10t"h - j r,xt cvz ,umcan

hkc epx ina ohnav ub,b rcs vz uhduhgrc ouenca khmvk o,ut g"h ,cav ,urdtv cu,fh ,t ,urdtv ,uburjtv ufpvha ,t
vrzdv hrndk kg oatr ka htbua ktrah vzcu ufz ,hhjnk ekng v,hva ,frmb ogk ktrah vbfvf ihbck ,hc asenv hbav
oafu v,hva ,hhjn ekng g"h gauvh osue ,nev ifanv unfu v,hva ,hhjn ekng g"h kuta lknv hbpk ,nev ,hc iuatr g"h



sus vnkau vzcu ufz ,kcek vru,v vcvtn runtf hrcsc zj"k rsv vukce hnhc auruajt arcu"h ,cvtn xbv znrbu euxpc
inek ohsuvhk v,hv vrut vjnau iuaau rehu

 (11sh euxp j erp r,xt h"ar

:orhcgvk ohbuatrv ohmr ohsevk ovk vhva htbp ovk vhv tka hpk vrvn ,uagk o,ut ohrvnn - ohkvcn

 (12uy euxp d erp r,xt

:vfucb iaua rhgvu ,u,ak ucah invu lknvu vrhcv iauac vb,b ,svu lknv rcsc ohpujs utmh ohmrv

 (13uy euxp j erp r,xt ,khdn kg i,buh oudr,

tcvsc ihgcens ipyuy tkhkf in tkhgku tbuseun tcvss tcr tkhkf vhbn tkhgk shcgu 

 (14s euxp vf erp ,una h"ar

:indrt unaa gcm ihnn gucm rnm - indrtu

 (15uy euxp j erp r,xt ,khdn kg t"nrvk ihhv rhjn

vtru vn tkpb urntc lhrf, .uc indrtu tku rnt zujt .uc indrtu unf rnta ahr vkhdnv hf gush hfsrna ehsmv tk vhv
auck ohtkf zbygau tvha .uc indrtu ohzujt uz uzc er lhrf, ubhta zbyga tkc vrhae

 (16s"fr ws r,xt kg t,hhruts treh

vbvu vrutfk vhv vahckc uz ouan ruxht ,ahck zbyga hrva ,kf, tuv trng ubhhvs rnm ihts gcm ,kf,v ykeb tkt rnmc
ukhtu .uc tuv i,ap hpf arhpa ictv trzg .uc tuv scv tuvu ihn hbhnn oh,apv ohrmnc tuvu es rehu hkutu h"k ,ntcs
,ahck hsdc ,ufknv huv vahck oak sucf tku khcac ,tbv ounhj rpxcu lrs vbunt ubhcrk hardv"j yhka"t pc"h ohtkfs
ruthcc vfkvv v"sc onj,vk uc thcv ,eukjn ohbuatr ot vahck thva sucfk ah vc ruxht ohtkf t,hhrutsn ut tk otu
tnhb ihts uc ruxht vru, h"k ouans sucf ,ufkn khev hfsrn iuhf tka ihuf,b ,tbvk ounhj hrva) vhv vz .hec t,htsf

vkhdnc y"u (yeknv -
sugu h"k hfsrns ,ntc tmh sdcc sjt ka lhrf, .uc indrtu ova rnm oh,apu uuvu zbyga kct tuv vhv ka gcrt ,upbf

chhj,va ,hmhmc iftu hfsrn khyv uc ,hmhm arupnf trec auckc ,ufkn ,kf, hpfu arhpa rdv"t uaurhpc kg ,khdn r,xt
,kf, tuv ,kf,v ,hmhmca ruju tuv ickv ,hmhmca hrvu ohtkf ur,uv ,hmhmc t,htsf ,unchc s 'tk ack, zbyga lhnxu vhk
ohkhsd vag, lk ibharsu ihfunx ibhrau ohtkf ,hmhmc

 (17c sung zy ;s vkhdn ,fxn hkcc sunk,

vz - vjna /rut vru,u vumn rb hf (wu hkan) rnut tuv ifu 'vru, uz - vrut :vsuvh cr rnt 'rehu iuaau vjnau vrut v,hv ohsuvhk
ukt - rehu l,rnt kg hfbt aa (y"he ohkv,) rnut tuv ifu 'vkhn uz - iuaa 'ldjc ,jnau (z"y ohrcs) rnut tuv ifu 'cuy ouh

lnn utrhu lhkg treb wv oa hf .rtv hng kf utru (j"f ohrcs) rnut tuv ifu 'ihkp,

 (18c sung sf ;s ,unch ,fxn hkcc sunk,

'ohrd ibht - vnka hscg ouak 'ohfkn ijkua ouak rhhd,ba hn ifu 'aht ouak vrhhd,ba vat sjtu 'vat ouak rhhd,ba aht sjt
inzc urhhd,ha sg 'ohrd ibht - r,xtu hfsrn hrhd sjtu ',unukj hrhd sjtu ',uhrt hrhd sjt :rnut vhnjb hcr vhva `vhnjb wr hrcs

rnutv hrcsf vfkv :crs vhnan t,rn rc ktuna rc ejmh r"t 'vkg rn,ht tv !vzv inzcf :tnht tkt ?s"x vzv inzc `vzv
/ov ohrd okuf


