Animal Experimentation
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Rab Judah said in the name of Rab: A man is forbidden to eat before he gives food to his beast, since it
says. And I will give grass in thy fields for thy cattle, and then, thou shalt eat and be satisfied
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'They came to him through a certain incident.' What is it? A calf was being taken to the slaughter, when it
broke away, hid his head under Rabbi's skirts, and lowed [in terror]. 'Go', said he, 'for this wast thou
created.' Thereupon they said [in Heaven], 'Since he has no pity, let us bring suffering upon him.'

'And departed likewise.' How so? One day Rabbi's maidservant was sweeping the house; [seeing] some
young weasels lying there, she made to sweep them away. 'Let them be,' said he to her; 'It is written, and
his tender mercies are over all his works." Said they [in Heaven], 'Since he is compassionate, let us be
compassionate to him.'
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The flax of R. Hiyya was infested with worms, and he came to Rabbi [for advice]. Rabbi said to him,
'Take a bird and slaughter it over the tub of water, so that the worms will smell the blood and depart'
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When Rabbi heard of the arrival of R. Phinehas, he went out to meet him. 'Will you please dine with me'?
asked Rabbi. 'Certainly', he answered. . . When he arrived, he happened to enter by a gate near which
were some white mules. At this he exclaimed: 'The angel of death is in this house! Shall I then dine here'?
When Rabbi heard of this, he went out to meet him. 'T shall sell the mules', said Rabbi. R. Phinehas
replied: 'Thou shalt not put a stumbling block before the blind'. 'I shall abandon them'. "You would be
spreading danger'. 'l shall hamstring them'. "You would be causing suffering to the animals'. 'I shall kill
them'. 'There is the prohibition against wanton destruction
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