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E HAVE ALREADY explained that the observance
of Holy Days is much more than a pious remem-
brance of past events. It would be truer to say that
~ on each festival we return to the original spiritual
content of the day — to the sanctity of time which
is made available to us now as it was then. My
teacher and master, Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Broide of
Kelm, used to say that instead of seeing ourselves
as stationary, with time passing by us, we should see ourselves
as engaged on a cyclic journey through time. For example, the
first Shabbat established, so to speak, a “station” in time whose
name is “Shabbat.” Each week we reach that same “station”

— the very same rich spiritual ore which characterized the
first Shabbat. L

T 1S WET.L-KNOWN that receiving the Torah was not merely
a one-time historical event. Inevery generation, every year,
every day, we have to receive the Torah anew.
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}6 MY SOLE DESIRE

the marriage between Hashem and the Jewish People also .

have threatened to bury them if they didn’t accept the Torah?
Would a chassan threaten his kallah under their chuppah that
if she didﬁ’;: marry him, she'd be burie_d there?

The Baal HaTanya, &y'a, resolves the apparent contradic-
tion by explaining that it was precisely the fierce love between
Hashem arffl the Jewish People revealed at that time that forced
them to accept the Torah (Likutei Torah, Parshas Reeih, p.22).

The pesukim in Shir Hashirim continue to describe the love
between Hashem and the Jewish People: “For love is as strong
as death... its coals are coals of fire of the flame of Hashem.
Many waters cannot extinguish the [fire of this] love” (8:6). The
Jewish People’s love for Hashem is as strong as death: they
would rather die than give up their love for Hashem. The

~%lo\ve ofa Jew fog Hashem is likened to a flame. “The candle of.
" Hashem is the soul of man”— just as a*flame always burns up-

" ward, even if doing so will cause it to be extinguished, so, too,
the Jewish neshamah always yearns to draw closer to Hashem,
and a Jew is even willing to give his life to fulfill this yearning.

At Har Sinai, the inner essence of the Jewish neshamah
was revealed for the first time, and the Jews’ fierce love for
Hashem flared up openly. It was this intense love that forced
the Jews to accept the Torah. The situation can be compared
to that of a kallah who tells her chassan at their chuppah, “1f
you don’t marry me, I can't go on living; my love for you is sq
great” The deep love of the Jews to Hashem “under the apple
tree” —at Har Sinai —was what compelled them to accept the
Torah. Otherwise, they felt, what was there to live for?

X Ever since Mattan Torah, this intense love for Hashem
i._.grained in our soul. “Its cpals are coals of fire” — just as
coals sustain fire for a long time, our love for Hashem is al-
ways retained deep inside us, even when we don’t feel it.
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We go through times of kester, when we don't feel a sense
of yearning to serve Hashem and we don't feel any spiritual
elevation in our prayers and mitzvos, and it seems to us
that we've been distanced from Hashem. However, even in
the darkest times, the deepest part of our essence, the che-

lek Eloka mimaal, is still there within us, always longing for

Hashem, its Source (Tanya, Likutei Amarim 1:16). *

.. Deep within our souls, we are happy to do Hashem’s will,
even when we don't feel that this elevates us. Sometimes, it

is the body that wants to experience pleasure from a heart-
felt, uplifting prayer and passionately performed mitzvos.
We don't always have to struggle and try to force ourselves
to experience joy and passion in our avodas Hashem; rather,
we should continue to serve Hashem with emunah and inner

%calrﬁ. We have to know that Torah and mitzvos connect us to.

Hashern, even when we don’t feel it. This belief itself connects
us to the kedushah of our mitzvos.
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36 SANCTUARIES IN TIME
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On Shavuot we have to work in order to receivé the Torah.
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- to appreciate its truths as unchangeable verities. Although Yy P _p}wﬂ DIPD '3 OY B3N B0 (gdm o 3D 1’5’5P) W ,aND.

- certainty.! So too, when we learn Torah today and especially
at Shavuot time, can we, if we wish, still hear that same voice.

Miracles do not possess the power to convince. Only when

absorb it. A child can be coaxed to eat but he cannot be forced
to eat. If he is. determined to reject the food he is given, he °
has one sure defense: he can spit it out or as a last resort he

without willing acceptance in the heart can be dangerous. This
is a situation which can easily lead to rejection and rebellion,
since the unpurified will resents the demands inherent in
Torah knowledge.

that though the Torah can be life-giving, it can also be lethal.
How can one conceive of our holy Torah — “our life and the
length of our days” — ever being lethal? “Rava said, ‘It is life-

during the Exodus Israel experienced many miracles, the - MWD 1h oM 3 pEpe oy

nation still harbored lingéring doubts about Mosheh’s mission.
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We may hear God’s voice, but we still have to absorb its
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can vomit it up. Similarly, accumulation.of Torah in the mind

J

Our Rabbis warned against this danger when they told us

-giving to those who approach it with their right hand; it is

poisonous to those who approach it with their left'” (Shabbat
88b). The “right-handed” approach, explains Rashi, means

“to delve into it with all one’s strength, ard to be concerned

.. with discovering its secrets; a person’s main strength lies in his

right hand.” From this it follows that the lest-tanded approach

is a half-hearted approach, where one’s interest is not fully
engaged.

This half-hearted approach is dangerous, as we indicated

* above, because it can lead, God forbid, to rejection of the

Torah.

“The*way to acquire Torah, therefore, is to learn it in depth, -

with excitement and a sense of discovery. In this way we
will learn to appreciate the sweetness of Torah and this will

penetrate the obtuseness of our hearts. Once we have absorbed

Torah into our being, the Torah’s own purity will cast its light

into the dark recesses of our heart. A base of purity will be
established from which we can advance to the ultimate goal
— the achievement of lishmah.
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But what about the furi anochi? Does it get at least an
equal investment of time, energy and effort? Far be it from me
to tell anyone not to enjoy his job, not to be a good lawyer, not
to be a gcod professional. It would be wrong to do such a
thing. A person has to give his all to everything important that

he does."But-that goes a thousandfold for his religious life, for

his Jewishness, for his relationship with the Creator of the
Universe. It is not enough to go through the motigns.
Something has to make your life tick, other than the job.
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“And you shall safeguard the statutes and laws that a per-
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son must dc so that he may live by them.” (Vayikra 18:5) The
exact words. are vechai bahem, so that he may live by them.
The Chiddushei HaRim understands these words to mean that
a person has to draw _his chiyus, his vitality, from the per-
formance of the mitzvos. He can't just fulfill his obligations
perfunctorily. They have to become his very breath of life.

A3

People today are learning Daf Yomi. That's a wonderful
thing, a complete daf every day. But what has the Daf Yomi
become? Has it become merely like saying Tehillim or
Ashrei? Do we daven the Daf Yomi? Do people who have the
ability to learn more content themselves, with Daf Yomni,
thinking that they’ve fulfilled their daily Torah'study obliga-

" ACQUIRING TORAH . xm

"

We have to struggle to acquire it in our hearts. We have
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tions and can now spend some time on other pursuits? Does -

learning Daf Yomi get them off the hook, so to speak?



People have to challenge themselves. For some, learning

Daf Yomi even on a superficial level is without doubt a
remendous achievement. For others, simply learning a little

that, then Daf Yomi does not get you off the hook. You have
to plunge into the depths of the Yam HaTalmud with all your
strength and skills. You have to live in it — and live from it.

# It is ndt' enough to get your thrills, your excitement, your
exhilaration from your career. You have to cet at least as
much fr¢m the Juri anochi. Because if you don’t, that Jewish
room in your house will remain bare and unfurnished.

How do we assure that we have that Jewish spark in our
lives? We have to set goals for ourselves, to develop absorb-
ing projects, whether in learning or chessed or any other dvar
ruchnius. Even rabbis know that they must beceme involved
in important projects if they don’t want to fall into a rut in their
Jewishness. If it's not learning, then it can be creating a bikur
cholim or hachnassas orchim organization, raising money for
hachnassas kallah, or even getting involved ir: shidduchim.
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limited to time or special opportunities. They are
always accessible; they just have to come to mind.
For example, we can always give charity, with no
limitations in time or circumstances. We could distrib-
ute charity all day every day if we so desired, as there
are no special conditions required. As soon as we
think of it then, we should act upon our generous
impulse and give. We should hurry and latch onto
,the inspiration to do something positive, before it
fades into oblivion. .

s Letting it Slip

A/ It we allow a time factor to enter the éig;ure, we
run the risk of losing everything. He should not allow
the time which elapses to increase in the mean-
time, for there is no danger like this danger. For
behold, with every extra minute of delay, there
could be some new reason_to cause postponement
of the good deed. Any extra minute of delay could

spell the permanent end of an unparalleled, irretriev-
able opportunity.

Can we put a price tag on a mitzvah? It is
invaluable and unbelievably precious, with spiritual
signiﬁcance far_ exceeding human _comprehension. If
we allow it to slip through.our hands, the loss is
enormous.
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