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15. The Levite census. The Levites were now to be

counted, but in afar different way from the rest of the nation.

to perform the service of the Tabernacle. ® You shall present the Levites to Aaron and his sons
— presented, presented are they to him — from the Children of Israel. 1° You shall appoint Aaron
and his sons and they shall safeguard their priesthood: an alien who approaches wilk die.”

" HAsHEM spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Behold! | have taken the Levites from among the
Children of Israel, in place of every firstborn, the first issue of every womb among the Children
of Israel, and the Levites shall be Mine. '3 For every firstborn is Mine: On the day I struck down
every firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified every firstborn in Israel for Myself, from man to
beast; they shall be Mine — | am HASHEM."

14 HASHEM spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, saying, ' “Count the sons of Levi
according to their fathers’ household, according to their families, every male from one month of
age and up shall you count them.” ¢ Moses counted them according to the word of HASHEM, as

Whereas the other tribes were counted once, and only from
the ages of twenty to sixty, the Levites would be counted
twice. In this chapter, they would be counted from the age of
one month and up; there was no minimum age — the one-
month threshold was only to guarantee that the newborn
baby was viable. Also, there was no upper age-limit for the
Levites; no matter how old, every one was equally precious.
In another departure from the procedure of the rest of the
nation, the Levites would be counted again from the ages of
thirty to fifty (4:29), the ages at which they would be eligible
to perform the Temple service. The count from one month
and up was based on the innate sanctity of the tribe, indicat-
ing that the Levites’ spiritual mission was not dependent on
age or strength. The census from thirty to fifty indicated the

he had been commanded.

%N
As Rambam describes the mission of the Levittes (Hil.
Shemittah . V'Yovel 13:12-13), they are the “legion of o

HasHEM,” whose task it is to serve Him and to teach His Torah

and way of life to others. Any Jew who follows the example of
the Levite:, he continues, “becomes sanctified as holy of
holies, and HASHEM will be his portion and heritage for all
eternity. Ir This World, he will merit what befits him, as the
Kohanim znd Levites merited it.” This aspect of Levite exis-

period of maximum physical and emotional maturity when
they could best perform their duties in the Tabernacle.
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tence is lifélong and independent of age and strenath.
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16. "1 -5y — According to the word of HASHEM. It would

P et nea 93 Swonne Y Tmy? mama 2a0% w9 pat 3

have been iraproper for Moses to enter the Levite tents to
count the si;ckling infants. He waited outside, therefore,
while the Divine Presence preceded him, and a Heavenly -
voice proclaired how many babies were in the tent (Rashi).
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/ BAMIDBAR 3:11-20 BAMIDBAR THE CALL OF THE O

15. oYy wIn~1an 73192 — Every male from one'month and up. The Midrash
emphasizes that the counting of the Levites brings great joy to Hashem; that is

-why they are counted from so young an age. The Talmud states that the young
Levite children were permitted to enter the Temple and join the Levites in song
(Arachin 13b).

Rashi quotes R’ Yehuda bar Shalom who comments that the il Leviis
accustomed to be counted even while still in the womb. Levi’s daughter -

Jochebed (who became the mother of Moses) was counted as one of seventy
members of the family who went down to Egypt wish Jacob (Exodus 1:5). She
was counted even though she was not actually born until after after they entered
Egypt (26:59%(Tanchuma). »

The Midrash tells us that on their return from exile in Babylonia, the Levites
had only twenty-three of the twenty-four watches required. To complete the
number, they also counted Bigvai (Ezra 2:2) who was still in his mother’s womb
(Pesikta Shekalim). v
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The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 3:7) offers the following
concept. The Levite infants surely did not participate in AX3XY XD RIT  DYTY YIM PIBN PRO 12,758 W (am 0Imw MY 2 P 5§§
guarding the Sanctuary; to the contrary, they themselyes Yhom XSO TH RN o»pw Mpwenn v rnad,n omhw it By Tinyd NI Pann XOX
needed protection. Rather, God wished to reward the Levites 5&
grea:ly for their loyal service, so when they became thirty oD YXW DYDY /1 NT2YY nHNOD LI VNPA NDWH W R xa onn.m oD
years old and began to serve in the Sanctuary, God consid- o N N , .
Yrad it a8 if they had indeed served from the age of one DnNDw) 3703 DIRYT AR B DYTY ~D amp P nm’: DPRY. D32 IR XM 717V 3
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prophet Szmuel is credited with judging Israel all the days of " g v
his lfe (I Sermel 7: 15), although he was a judge for only ten of J3X2 TINR 1Dwm oThR :jpnn WXI1 7 ANAYY TR ‘0INA WTRNI IR YWY ,onn
his fifty-two years, Nevertheless, [because olf1 his life‘;or;]g /131 T3 10 Mm) MR vaw X Tnb x7wnn Yyion R o1 Dnwvte Xem naxw
dedicaticn’ he was rewarded as if he hed actually judged the - ; " ; -
Peolpl:: ;ll of his life. yiuce [37 37 Y2 wmw 7n] 07N W71 DAY APSWAY JUIN 18 R AN anuTTRY
Perhaps indicative of this concept is that even before their Y7 2730 Wam 0PI IMK I 73T TOX DIV RID VIR R Y3 KYX TaY3 MY vaw XN
bar mitzvah . Levites were permitted to participate in one of -
the tribe’s most significant services, the song of the Temple ~ ~ DUWIP WP WIPNI AT 2 121 DPYRA WOYY 100 W 19m ‘1 AR YY1ty inawd /a nb
(Arachin 13i:). Song represents recognition of the total har- 5 ,
apen e

= mony of a universe under the guidance and control of God.
That recognifon is a lifélong task.

— = B 2XG S
W N NIV WP IR 0™ h1TYY 130 0MYAw N
o 927na b 71:7/!” 2w WIAPT NIDWH MW IR 130 1P PV 0 hmay mavh orwa
\(%3 i ~ed A Do ompra 135 pPponb oonb pmnn oppnwn oMwnw
' MW 930 19RD AT Pan 13> Tow b arapn axl prman. 1w
YIpn_WYTPN NTAYa powaw MBRY YN MaT1 PTPT WA o 920 VIP IR 90w T DIMTY (XD W ARIN WIpn nOnwn
22 WTIPN DY _nwy 1IN 119WY I0RI R9Y 00 mr 3 9y '1;5 73T MM 0wy mom Jam Wiy ww n'm hvab ompra

9w NbIpY NIV DN 1N DYYY KON DM DR AN WK

T : WIRD D7 OMYIW 1R — X3y x3¥b ona 3 ;
"2 D23pm D7RY R 1IDRY DWW DTN TR AR nMWY? INMWDRI PRI TR Mnb pnaw Tz::;':nw;:) 1:;1‘” xay
! I !

MINN AVYN JY P71 19V 22PN DIRD PRY RN 01T Y Dwrvaw paY? mmavwm ‘0 xava ontwn ombn 191 I by abwa
< NTIAPA 70 .NAYPO M YIW AYPM Snpn Yy 19w 19 w2 ROR IwYw Cawrne IphR

WIPRD 33 DAY an Yy Pl D19V PR WIpDN M1 ombn P e
11 onYn YN 19 5) 199 D9apn Bn DRYm DRYP DNY Yy RHR

YIIpn N1nvn Nnw Drawn on oo 595om IRWn 0 WTin

002N XY 9Y W DY2apm




al

oy oo hmon Now 32bn na b3 5w, mEpn S73pR TR, : (7 Pra) TR by
~wxD AR NG 37307y 0TYIT Yann Juna Dpovnnn A5% 991 YT DR

C Capw1Twone oPR D3 OIR TMISRY ANNTNR DR om Db DD B73an
ANy mavpn Doasbn oEPNINY. DNERT YL NIY RRwn Yoy e Wape 1eb
7973 Nobh TSNy WYY myn Y3 2w BRsy Nl o pbrTa WY
“mgabiqam, (1,23 *bwn) 2NO7 MWW By anb tobo pnw oY DYPYR Iyl 4w

PP KD AW WITY QIR DUYRT /mm Mo XY PP o3 m W p Yy
— nmgam AMAR M7 = 1997 Sp By IMR P T w bw Ay wpTr

19

TIN5Y XY wIPn Y. DR 99 1 ‘,n‘; VIV % ,07NY RYN)
MO_D072133 INIANY 1031 ,7t0_ 99w 211p YIn ey 509 a1n
2Y DY Yapm N Tay awm Yo D¥pa Rip M0 ,0VNY MSN
RMIN 9O NPy DR DYpN RN WP 993 09 a0 mn va1 Yo
hii ’bvw NN NP 2N 93T oYwa PRY L0902 DR Ta) mainy
JPVPn DRI 1R L1977 DIRY NN INT AN TRYY 1YY IR

*

T'OWn

Anrne
4

14

NN prui==Paival M AL

(1(," gN 5 "\ =
oS TSI I ND pawn T

R 731 b2 oongwnb ormy b T uE R Y
oo 2 TRTRDT opm

fna oD 5on PIEN — DAOYM LD 13N UEY £YD
SETPO DINED INE PIPS DI

WTPD DIMWR DR MW 2130 wTin 522 1% ama IRea ThE 9T

XYW 0D 1TV RIWD AR LAY T qoNwOLw X7 Awnn KON
JOWRT IR P¥I92 MMWY RYw R @0 mwyb Py h
7% vaWH PPN YW IREDT oEY1 ,07wa nwYtp 0w 1 DR Hon

)

11°3 Bnan i

IR web nrapn Nk b paw X owa e o 2o mw bapw vom

FoYRY W20 LW AR DTy DRY 2wnnn R 19, 05vm T an ame

/B1PEn
IR Y- nuupR DWW AINaY: A bon s X o bw. Duaanesa o
Ly WWRD NS AND Y 2rRb M TN, TS Mwte Dral nannn

CTHNT TR PRY RYHN ey T Db oIk vws TR JIML LRIV 13 wRE

LRI B nT DY hwin by opyn X TWRY SDITD XY DN IwanI
PR R CNNSRN DRV Sy 0w b towo ko bapn Xl et muie: bab
: 2755 WS BN TINNAY 23w IR DY (o1 0!

e mwby Saab e MR pY wIpea anbwinaws nTay nx hing orbn
aTI VI BT RN BT LY P PRIy R VOY N iy Dhawh 3713 bRmw 1

! .
ARTIW DY YYAPY TSI NANDG TN DIDN O e TP DAy avnn
NI DIEPTTI . IVYAN 1A ohy CvIY R TPENT NXX9nb ovhnx bhon

XIM .7OWHR TIN% 001 10327 ®YY Pwe &Y Hraw HHow oma abiva

by mowy oTIPY BnTay Fwomawn by oSow opnowobeowi b L abrmaampa

1991 ,1NTIay MoTa AwITp anwib 1931 MY vawn InR Yow npnn
02193 JWITR_noonnn — % vawm wIn anwl 0YIvh Nt TwRD

_
396 | RAVSCHWAB ON CHUMASH

a3

ashi says that once a Levite child reaches the age of thirty days, he is deemed |
viable, and is counted as a member of the tribe “who safeguards the holy "
watch.” One can ask: How can we be so sure that a newborn infant, hardly

S DINNY TN by 1avw ooawn

Cleaxly, the levi’im’s love of Hashem transcended even parental and familial love,

A child who grows up in an environment that nurtures love of Hashem above all,
and sees his father's total dedication to Hashem’s service, knows that as much as
his father loves him, his father loves Hashem more. He realizes that his father would |,

give up all of his pc jons and everything that he loves, including his own child,
for the sake of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. A child who knows this will, without a doubt,
direct his life toward being counted among those who “safeguard the holy watch.”
Therefore, the levi’im, utilizing this method of education, could be certain that all of
their descendants would ultimately be worthy to bear the glorions title of nywn "aiw

N

aware that he is alive, will eventually be “one who safeguards the holy watch” and :

can be safely included in the counting at the tender age of thirty days? Evidently,
the tribe of Levi must have had an educational formula that guaranteed that they
would all be worthy to guard the Mishkan. What was the secret of the levi'im’s
education that enabled them to be certain that all of their sons would turn out to be
righteous?

At the end of his life Moshe biessed the tribe of Lgvi, saying (Devarim 33:9), i
¥y X2 112 nRY 7T XY TR NRY PR XY oYy vary—The one who said of his father and
mother_‘T have not seen him,” and he did not favor his brothers, and his sons he did

not know. Rashi explains that when Bnei Yisrael sinned at the Golden Calf, Moshe

proclaimed (Shemos 32:26), 9% 'nY »n—“Whoever is for Hashem, [come] to me!” and the
.entire tribe of Levi heeded his call and assembled. Moshe commanded the levi’im
to kill every Jew who had WOrshipped the Golden Calf. They did as commanded,
killing every family member who succumbed to the sin of the Golden Calf, including

their maternal grandfathers, half-brothers, gnd grandchildren, the sons of their

daughters, married to their non-Levite sons-in-law.

vpn—guardian of the holy watch. : ’Q
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252 @& WITH HEARTS FULL OF LOVE

25 Reciprocal Love

The Meshech Chachmah suggests that a source can be found
in the passuk in Parashas Vayeira, After the malachim lef the
house of Avraham and set off to destroy the city of Sodom, the
Ribono Shel Olam decided that He had to reveal to Avraham
what He intended to do, because (Bereishis 18:19), “I love him
for instrficting his descendants and his household to safeguard the
way of Hashem to perform acts Qﬁ,zighggommss_and.j,us[iqe.” .
X Here the Torah tells us why the Ribono Shel Olam loved
Avraham. It was not because he stood up to Nimrod, which
resulted in his being thrown into a fiery furnace. It was not
because he abandoned his homeland and traveled to a distant
land. It was not because he circumcised himself when he was one
hundred years old. None of these things are mentioned. Why does
the Ribono Shel Olam love Avraham? Because he was mechanech

his children and his household to follow in the way of Hq

Because he taught others how to live and how to act in ih
that Hashem desires, -
“All Avraham’s heroic acts were personal expressions of s

tion to the Ribono Shel Olam, but ed his lo
than his dedication to disseminating the knowledge of the |

 Shel Olam’s ways to his own family and houschold an ¢
entire world. -
°_T_hﬁ_RémbéﬂlS@)’,S,,inﬁ@fﬁ{,ﬂé!?ﬂ%‘i@?..(45571.5,)‘5}33[‘. the mitspal
of_ahavas Hashem, of loving the Ribono Shel Olam, is g
plished by contemplating all the wonder of His creation. But thisy
he adds another requirement of the mitzvah. It is to brin
people closer to the Ribono Shel Olam, to guide them to | i, {
tell them abourt His grvdodng_s_g__gggl__l—lis greatness.

A

What does this have to do with love?

a person loves someone, l}g is so excited about.it that he mu ‘ I
everyone the wonderful qualities and virtues of the one he loves,
This is a natural response. Therefore, if a person truly loves ;
Ribono Shel Olam with a complete all-encompassing love, he will
beburstmgﬁwnh eagerness to tell the world about Him .:m(l draw
everyone else into that love, and he will be perturbed if there are
people who are still unaware of the Ribono Shel Olam’s greatness,

All Avraham’s deeds of loyalty and devotion were certainly

manifestations of love, but the ultimate manifestation of hyis

 love was his reaching out to the world, and especially to his own

- 1mmed1atec1rcle,tomsplre everyone to serve the Ribong Shel
Olam and to love Him. ) ”

o In response to this ultimate act of love, the Ribono Shel Qlasis

responded by declaring His love for Avraham. Love is reciprogal,
like a face reflected in water (Mishlei 27:19); if someone lovey yg;
we are moved to love them as well. When the Ribono Shel Olgr -
saw the extent of Avraham’s love, He was likewise moved, s 14

speak, to declare His love for His beloved servant.

v to do with *exalted midos and show them how to bffing chat
So the Rambam establishes an important principle here, When

EHQE says the Meshech Chachmah, is where we find the mitz-
e C A, 18 where we find the mitz-

vah of chinuch in the Torah, Because that is what Avraham was
doing.. He was instructing his family and his household “to safe-
guard the way of Hashem to perform acts of righteousness and
justice.” This act of chinuch expressed his love for the Ribono Shel
Ql,a_rzz..bst_t‘.,er‘.ﬂlinﬁgpxghmgslsghgh_a&dfzvﬁx,sigggﬁad,.,th.@Ri.b_qng_
Shel Olam praised and rewarded him for it.

If we follow this line of thought, it appears that the mitzvab of
chinuch falls under the broader category of the mirzvah of abavas
Hashem. If we truly love the Ribono Shel ‘Olam, we should express
our love by drawing our g@l@g{&ggﬂﬂm, by telling them of
His wonders and by inspiring them to love Him as well

We should keep in mind, therefore, that the highest form of
chinuch is reaching out to our children as an expression of our love |
for the Ribono Shel Olam and that the highest goal of our chinuch
is to inspire our children to love the Ribono Shel Olam as we
ourselves do. The chinuch cannor begin and end with you-must-
do-this and you-must-not-do-that. It shovlglratTﬁ:rEeabgalﬁﬁﬁfJ
exjerience of love, of the parents taking their children by the hand
and leading them into the illuminated world of the Torah.

@ So what is the specific form of chinuch that is

derived from
that passuk? What kind of chinuch will bring others

~—

closer to the
Ribono Shel Olam and awaken a burning love in their hearts?

The key is the phrase “to safeguard the way of Hashem.” What
is the derech Hashem, the way of Hashem? The Rambam says
(Deios 1:7) that it means to emulate the midos of the Ribono Shel
Olam. The Torah tells us (Devarim 28:9), “Vebalachta bidrachay,
you shall walk in His ways.” We have to pattern our midos after
the midos of the Ribono Shel Olam — His kindness, His mercy,
His forbearance, His righteousness, His justice and so many
more. And when the Ribono Shel Olam gave this mitzvah in the
Torah at Mount Sinai, the world was already familiar with the
ways of the Ribono Shel Olam, becausé Avraham had introduced
them into the world

When you teach your children about ‘I‘Qﬁil\?‘?.{‘.‘? Shc‘j!_}_’)lanj_nﬁ’»s

into_their own lives, and you do it as an exp
for Him, then

s an_expression of your love
your children will also be inspired to love Him.
And you should teach your children midos in that CONLext, as part
of their striving to emulate the midos of the Ribono Shel Olam.
Don’t tell them to be kind and to have respect simply because if
we are not nice and sociable we cannot coexist with other people.

Tell them that we must behave in the way the Ril;(')hm‘x Slul (“)Ir;_!y‘n

has shown us by His own actions, that we must behave in a way
that will make us holier and more exalted and brin \

92 % WITH HEARTS FULL OF LOVE

_30
Moreover, there is a deeper danger in forcing a child to dzven.
‘The father should ask himself why he is so insistent that the boy
stand next to him for such a long time and daven. Why isn’t it
acceptable to me to have my son play more and become accus-
tomed to zefilah in small incremental steps according to hOW}

much he can tolerate? Why am I reaching for such a high level
of chinuch? Is it because I think I believe this i the most effeative
way to guide my son toward davening properly when he becotes
an adult? Or am I doing it show other people that my son excels

at davening?



3i

Jhe father should understand that the purpose of chinuch is nor _ ‘3""’

{30 nts; it is not an I-
%ﬂigf to compete with friends and neighbors. When parents
conduct the chinuch of their children in order to show off what
they’ve accomplished, the results can be disastrous. The child
will know that the parent does not really care about the mistzvah
he is being asked to do. Instead of the chinuch teaching the child
the importance of the mitzvah, it will teach him that the mitzoah
itself is not really important but that its main value is as a means
of compegition.
How does the child know this? He doesn’t have to be a mas-
ter psychologist to figure it out. Everychild growing up in the
home of his parents is entirely at the mercy of his parents, and
this makes him extremely sensitive to every nuance of his parents’

2
words and actions that pertain to him. He knows their motiva-
tion, sometimes better than they know it themselves. And out of
a natural instinct of self-preservation, he will resist the efforts of
the parents to exploit him for their aggrandizement.

On the other hand, if the child senses that the parents’ motiva-
tion is si nd for his own good, if that his parents
think that this is the best way for him to achieve the goals they

 have set for him for his own good, he will make the effort to com-

. .. " 7
ply. Even in this instance, the parent has to consider how much

The implication is clear. Had Aharon not rejoiced, had he felt hurt
or slighted, then Moshe would have been right in refusing the mantle
of leadership even at the cost of delaying the redemption of Israel.
This all in the name of y7x 777! ) -
0 be more precise, Y% 717 does not and cannot be in

k contradiction to God’s command. Rather, the principles of yIx 771

explain and clarify the manner in which one is to fulfill the Divine
command. Thus, Moshe Rabbeini was commanded to cout all the
Levites from the age of one month and older. The Torah continues:
MY WKD 7B DY yn nnK Tpon, And Moshe counted them
according to the word of God, as he had been.commanded (Bamidbar
3:1g), gtressing Moshe's perfect compliance with his instructions. And
yet, Moshe did not fulfill this obligation in its literal sense.

The norms of y K 977 did not permit Moshe to enter private tents.

Accordingly; the Divine command cotild not mean that he should
enter. Moshe proceeded to fulfill the instryctions in a manner in
consonance with the requirements of Y& 771, and the verse describes
him as doing so MY WwX3 711 Yy, as Hashem commanded. Indeed,

this is what Hashem intended for him to do. N

306

ﬁh@. Midrash (quoted by Rashbam in Pesachim) learns from here

that one is obligated to knock before entering his home. The high™

priest Aharon was cinthed in vestments which were a visual

davening time the child can tolerate at his particular age, every
child being different.

~ The underlying principle is that a child should not be in shu/
if he is not davening. Therefore, I would say that if the shul is far
away, the child should not be brought until he is much older and
able to sit through the davening. Otherwise, he will just be bored

and fidgety, and it will not be a positive experience. But if the shul N5

is close by, the child could come to. shul for the final ten minutes
even at an earlier age. He can hear the last Kaddish and answer
a few Ameins, As he gets older, you can perhaps bring him for
Kedushah, and so on and so on until he is trained to come and
daven and to enjoy his davening.

P Ades  Asses
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may be, can justify disregarding the imperative of yx 177

“This principle is borne out by the reaction of Moshe Rabbeinu

when he was sent to redeem Israel from Egyptian bondage. He

demurred at first because he felt it to be disrespectful of him to'
assume the leadership of Israel in the presence of his older brother =

Aharon (Yalkut Shimoni Shemos 4:13). Hashem remonstrated with -

him, not on account of the respect he accorded his brother, but rather

¢mbodiment of the principles of Y% 777 When he entered the
Mishkan he did so only with permission, as it were, by indicating his

imminent entrance. To do so without the accouterments of yIX 777

would be a violation of such severity in the Mishkan that it would

for Moshe’s suspicion that Aharon would feel slighted by his
subordinate role. Therefore, Hashem told him: n%n phx T X5
1272 i) Y DRI -RYY N IT 021K T 13T 72 Ry, s not
Aharon the Levite your brother? I know that he will speak [for you]
and is also setting out to meet you. When he will see you, he will

rejoice in his heart (Shemos 4:14).

.

catse him to be liable for the penaltv of death.
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34 == IN SEARCH OF Greatness

is our Teacher. Not only is Hashem the Teacher of the Jewish
people as a whole by sending us instructions through His proph-
ets, He is also our Teacher on an individual basis, one person at
2 time. When you seek wisdom an@teousness. when your
mind becomes impassioned to know the truth, Hashem touches
your mind, this Divine instrument that He implanted in each
and every one of us, and you are transformed. |
Think about it. It is a fantastic idea. It is within your power

and capability to achieve direct contact with Hashem. You have

‘This, says the Rambars, is the second way in which I-gashem

- thi ificredjble device in your head called the human mind, and

1f you use it right, Hashem will contact your mind directly -
yours specifically, in your own unique way.

. Mpdern society has so desanctified the human being and
the h}lman mind. They measure our IQs and fit us neatly into
a bpx from whic; they say we cannot escape. They say you can
only be this big or this small, and you cannot be bigger than
you are. ‘There’s nothing you can do about it. '

N

118
'g
Absolutely not! says the Rambam. You can be big. You can

be very big. There are no limits, no restrictions, to what you can
be. Haba litaheir, mesayin oso. If person wants to purify himself,

he is helped. A person has to look at his mind as the crown of

his existence. It is not a repository for all kinds of waste and
nonsense. It is not just a means to achieve material goals. Itisa
<D'1vine gift designed to perceive the great truths of the world.

And if we use it that way, if we ignite in ourselves the passion

to find these truths, Hashem will touch our minds and bring
us close to Him.
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