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/e shall reckon that with him; according to his years shall he repay his redemption. 53 He shall
- like a laborer hired by the year; he shall not subjugate him through hard laborin

be with
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' and his children with him.

of the land of Egypt — I am HASHEM, your God.:

541 he has ot been redeemed by these méans, then he shall go out in the Jubilee Year, h

55 For the Children of fsrael are servants'to Me, they are My servants, whom | have taken out
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counts of captive nations that achieved liberty without miraculous inter- ~

~ vention by God? R

Rabbi Isaac Meir of Gur provided the ariswer. In ‘commissioning Moses
to liberate the Israelites from Egypt, God said, <1 will extract them from be-
neath the burden (sivlus) of Egypt” (Exodus 6:5). Rabbi Isaac Meir points
out that the word “sivlizs” also means “tolerance,” and the sentence then
reads, “I will extract them from their tolerance of Egypt.”

During the many years of enslavement, the Israelites had becéme so
accustomed to their status that they considered it to be the normal state
of affairs. Not only had they resignéd thethelVes to being slaves, but also
had come to believe that this was their natural state, much like the prover-
bial worm who infests the horseradish and undoubtedly considers this, the
bitterest of all vegetables, to be the best place in the world.

A slave may reason, “What is wrong.with being a slave? A slave’s stom-
ach is always full, and he carries no responsibilities. The master is the onie
who has the burden of providing for the slaves. Of what use is liberty with
its accompanying obligations?” C

Moses" first task was to convince the lsraélites that liberty was indeed
desirable:-As the Torah felates, they were not allthat enthused with the
idea;.and when their initial quest for a modicur of freedom of worship
resulted in greater oppression, they rejected the project and heaped calumny
upon Meses for having increased their misery (Exodus 5:21).

The Haggadah thus correctly states: that without Divine intervention we
would not have extricated ourselves from Egypt; because we had ho aspiration
for liberty. P A .
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Next issue: Why are the yeshivos he attended and the seminary .

she attended considered a primary factor in people’s minds? There

are great boys and wonderful girls graduating from all institutions.

Iunderstand that itis difficult to find out information and we must
often rely on limited resources, one of which is the reputations that

yeshivos and seminaries have developed. But when it seems that a
shidduch prospect attended a less-favorable institution (in the eyes
of the prospective in-laws), shouldn’t we try to find out why he or
she went there, and what it says about the student? Sometimes
family members put pressure upon a boy or girl and they attended
a school that was inappropriate for them. Few people take the time
to ask such questions. Why? Because we have become obsessed
with designer labels — whether on clothes, eyeglasses, shoes, or

sons-in-law. We are ready to reject people because they are wearing |

the wrong label: Unfortunately, many who sought the best-name
yeshivos and seminaries remained in the parashah of shidduchim for
a long time, only to wed after years of painful waiting, when they
are willing to compromise on their wish list.

{

This facet of the story of the Exodus is of great importance to us

even thousands of years later. Many people have adjusted to a lifestyle
in which they feel comfortable, and have never given a thought tha
perhaps an alternate iifsstyle might be. preferable. Some people are
enslaved to their own passions, to the standards of living set by thei
neighbors, to prevailing cultural values, or to addictions to food, alcohol,
or other chemicals. Some people may live an entire lifetime in this state
of servitude, failing to exercise their right to independent thinking or
to extricate themselves from harmful habits that are ruinous to both body
and soul.

t
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The story of the Exodus should serve as an arousal to every individual. It
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should alert one to think, “Is it possible that I may be in a rut, but similar to
my ensiaved ancestors, fail to recognize it?” This should stimulate .one' toa
rigorous self-examination, and to a determination that if there is indeed
more worthy lifestyle, one should be ready and willing to bear the temporary
discomfort in making the necessary changes in one’s life to achieve the tru
liberty that dignifies a human being.

4 Spirituality does not come easily. Cows in the pasture. undoubtedly hav
greatef contentment than an intelligent ‘being who struggles to achieve
mastery over oneself and grow in character. But are we willing to relegate
ourselves to a state of bovine contentment when we are capable of achievin
Divine spirituality?
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} uman being finds it very difficult to be a 2211, to be obhgated i
t

o do, or to be prohibited from doing something. So much so, that he ‘
will at all costs break the bonds restraining him, even if it means

rlskmg his life. This is demonstrated most vividly in the story of

4
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A

Shimi ben Geira and Shlomo HaMelech.
Shimi ben Geira had vilified and cursed David HaMelech during

A2 YR WK DX QYT T DI WK 7D WRan YK iny)

(v:3 K o5n) YIKY D73 INW NK RTIE
Now, therefore, do not hold him guiltless for you are a
wise man, and you will know what you ought to do to
him and you shall bring him to the grave with blood (I
Melachim 2.9).

Shlomo, in compliance with his father’s instructions, called Shimi

ben Geirs and warned him: R
- .
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Build yourself a house in Jerusalem and dwell therein,
and do not leave it neither to here nor to there. For on
the day that you will leave and cross the valley of
Kidron, know that you will die, your blood is on your
head (I Melachim 2:36-37).

Not only did Shlomo administer this solemn warning to Shimi, but

[ 2
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in addition, he reinforced it with a stern vow. What was his intent?
Where does Shlomo’s legendary wisdom manifest itself? There are
many old men who have lived all their lives in Jerusalem, not finding
any imperative to leave. Certainly Shimi, who had solemnly sworn to
remain there, and knew that he would be killed if he left, would not
leave. And how, indeed, is it that for the loss of a mere two-servants,

1 Shimi would forfeit his life?

Tt answer is that certainly it is possible to hve in Jerusalem, the
joy of the entire earth (Tehillim 48), without ever leaving. However,

on the day gh»agra person is forced to stay, Jerusalem becomes for him
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fnTxiTiearable prison. His efforts to free himself from this jail will

know no bounds. This is what Shlomo perceived in his profound

.wisdom, and this was the trap that ensnared Shimi. He knew that by

forcing Shimi to stay in Jerusalem with so severe a penalty, reinforced

Lyet with a solemn vow, Shimi would eventually be compelled to

break these iron shackles in an attempt at freedom.
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76 O RAV ASHER WEISS ON.THE PARASHAH

bar Chasa said: This teaches us that Hashem held Har Sinai over
their heads like a barrel and said to them, *If you accept the Torah
—good, butif notyouwillbe buried herée [beneath the mountain].”*”
 Tosafos asks why Hashem had to force Bnei Yisrael to accept
the Torah under the threat of death,; after they had already willingly
accepted the Torah by sayin_gL“Na’aseh y'nishma.” He answers that
although they had already committed themselves to accepting the
Torah, they might have reneged on their commitment for fear of
the awesome flames that surrounded Har Sinai. B

The study of Talmud allows (and indeed encourages) us to con-
sider other possible answers to questions raised by the Fishonim.
Perhaps we can offer a different answer to Tosafos’s question.
Hashem held the mountain over the heads of Bnei Yisrael, since

31
So what does this mean? That for the sake of Torah we should
~ bg prepared to endure hardships and deprivations? That we should
be willing to sacrifice our freedom! We look around us and see
gentiles and non-observant Jews living as they please. Yet we must
abide by restrictions. We cannot do whatever we choose. We can-
not eat wherever we please. We cannot utter vulgar words. We

cannot wear immodest clothing. How can we not feel rqstricted?
How can we avoid feeling a pang of jealousy? :

—_— : %
- Let us consider for a moment. God created people with the
ability to experience this wonderful feeling called pleasure. If so, it
is-inconceivable that He would seek to deprive us of pleasure. If
He loved us enough to give us the Torah, would He condemn us
to a life devoid of pleasure? .
But there are really two levels of pleasure. There are the low
pleasures that appeal purely to a person’s physical side, the sheer
bedily pleasures. And then there are the higher pleasures that

their avowal of na’aseh v'nishma was not sufficient proof of their
firm commitment to serve Hashem until the end of time, regard-
less of any difficulties that might arise. They had just witnessed
awesome miracles performed on their behalf, in which the-entire
fabric of nature was torn asunder. They saw their enemies pun-
ished with ten horrific plagues. They passed through the Yam Suf
ondry land and saw their enemies drowned therein. They‘ were fed
with miraculous bread from Heaven, which descended before their
doors each morning. Under such circumstances, w st}oqld they
ot commit themselves to Hashem's service? T
§ Yot Hashéin wanted to ensure that their commitment would
remain firm in the difficult times to come, times in which His lov-
ing providence would be hidden from their view and har,dslligs
vouldéeabound. He wanted them to understand_that Kabbalas

«

HaTorah was more than a voluntary service of love, which, they

could choose to observe when they could feel Hashem’s love, g_gg
then renounce when they felt uninspired. Kabbalas HaTorakh is
deed a service of love, but it is also a holy obli ation, which is
incumbent upon us_in all times, in all Simatioﬁs, and despi £ a
hardships. To impress upon them this important_point, Hashem

Tnai above their heads and warned them that they hadno  ,—— _
held Har Sinal ~ % %in the lower pleasures, and the more one wallows in the [ower the

choice but to observe the Torah. No excuse in the world could ever
exempt them from the obligations they undertook.

177. Shabbos 88a.
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What exactly did the Jewish people want to show b§ accepting

the Torah blindfj=rather than first asking what it contained? What
" did they know that the others didn’t> What was the secret of
naaseh venishma? ‘
Actually, these exalted words revealed a profound ‘understand-
ing of the nature of Torah, of the vast power of the Word of God.
The Jewish people knew full well that if they would inquire about
what the Torah contained they would undoubtedly encounter
many rules and prohibitions that would seem too difficult to keep.
They knew full well that their capabilities would not measure up
to the requirements and demands of the Torah. But they also
knew that receiving the Torah would transform them, that it

would infuse them with new strengths and powers so that the dif-
ficult and the impossible would suddenly become not only possi-
ble but a way of life.

appeal to a person’s intellect, spirit, artistic sensibilities, sense of

honor and dignity. I suppose there is a certain pleasure to be
derived from slouching in jeans on the beach, smoking cigarettes

* and drinking beer. But what if a person were given a chance to

meet the president of the United States? Would he gladly toss
away the beer and the cigarettes, put on a suit and a clean shirt and
even don a tie for the privilege of meeting one of most powerful
people on earth? On the day of his visit to the president, would he

feel deprived of his ordinary pleasures? Would he feel restricted?
Or would he feel the thrill of a much higher pleasure such as he
had never experienced before?

And what if the president offered him a position on his staff in
the White House in which he would interact with the elite of soci-
ety — would he turn it down because he would have to wear a suit

*and tie every ghay instead of jeans? Qr would the higher pleasures

of such a position make his ordinary physical pleasures seem triv-
ial and insignificant?

sk These two sets of pleasures do not live easily together. Usually,
the more one experiences the higher pleasures the less one wallows

less one is likely to experience the higher pleasures. Most people, -
except for the coarsest fellows, prefer the higher pleasures, even at
the expense of placing limitations on the lower pleasures.

3 Guards who stand watch outside the palace. These tall, beefy offi-

cers are drawn from the families of the aristocracy, and it is a high
honor and much sought-after privilege to be chosen. As long as
they are on duty, they must stand at attention in their red and
black uniforms with their huge bearskin hats held in place by
straps on their chins. It is very hot under those hats even in win-
ter, let alone in the scorching summer days, and yet, on days
when there are -elaborate ceremonies and events, they sEand
otionless for hours. Sometimes, they faint from heat e®haus-
tion, anc! they remain on the ground until they are able to stand
again. No one is allowed to touch them.

y would these men warit to be guards at Buckﬁtfgham.Palace? ,
Why endiire ali-the difficulty and exertion? Because by*fhei’i' social® ’
values, guarding the home of the Queen of Englai¥l is an honor

‘ and a privilege, and the pleasure and satisfaction they derive from

dojng it far outWeigh the discomforts and inconveniences.

Now think about it: would a guard at the palace ever-appear for
duty 1n jeans and an exposed midriff? Even more to the point,
would the queen herself ever dream of dressing in such a vulgar
manner or otherwise behaving like a péasant? Of course not. It
would be beneath. their dignity. ‘




—_—

2.

When: God sent Moses to offer the Torah to the Jewish people, _
He said to them (Exodus 19:5-6), “Vilyisem Li seguinh mikol
haamim. .. mamleches kohanim vegoy kadosh. And you will be dearer

- to Me than all the peoples... a kingdom of princes, a holy nation.”
The word kohanim here means princes and princesses, God’s-inner
circle.- By accepting. the Torah; the Jewish people would bécome
royalty. They would rise above the commonfolk of the world by
virtue of their close relationship with the King of Kings, the Master
of the Universe. They would enjoy this honor every moment of
every day. They would live in the palacc of the King, so to speak.
And so, of course, their pleasure would be of a higher sort. They
would experience the finer enjoyments of royal favor, of the ultimate

" in spiritual, emotional and intellectual fulfillment.
4 -

We are all of us princes and princesses; we all bear the mark of
royalty. God has honored us by giving us His holy Torah. Every .
mitzyah we do, every word of Torah we study binds us closer to

Him and elevates us to ever higllér states of holiuess and purity.
These are the highest of the high pleasures. No other pleasure on
earth can even begin to compare with them.

But we can only experience this pleasure if we recognize the

ivine privilege we enjoy, if we appreciate the incredible honor
God has bestowed upon us, if we are truly delichted when we
make the blessing asher bachar banu mikol haamim venasan lanu
es toraso, “Who chose us from among all the nations and ‘gave us
His Torah.”

If, however, we do not recognize the Torah for what it is, if we
do_ncr_value our privileged relationship with God, if we do not
view ourselves as His royal retinue, then we will certainly feel bur-
dened and restricted. But the tragedy would be far greater than
the loss of some physical low pleasures. The tragedy would®e that
we were given such a priceless gift and, out of ignorance and folly,
did not cherish it properly. The tragedy would be that we had eter-
nity in our grasp and let it slip away. The opporturtiids lost would,
be the greatest of tragedies. - - ' ’ *
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