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Joshua 24: The Covenant Renewed at Shechem

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders,
judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. Joshua said to all the
people, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'Long ago your forefathers, including
Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped other gods. But |
took your father Abraham from the land beyond the River and led him throughout Canaan and
gave him many descendants. | gave him Isaac, and to Isaac | gave Jacob and Esau. | assigned the
hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt . . .

"Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers
worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are
living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."

Then the people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! It was the
LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of
slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey
and among all the nations through which we traveled. And the LORD drove out before us all the
nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he
is our God."

Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous
God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve
foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been
good to you."

But the people said to Joshua, "No! We will serve the LORD."

Then Joshua said, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the
LORD." "Yes, we are witnesses," they replied.
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"The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant | made with
their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they
broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them," declares the LORD. "This is the
covenant | will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will
put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. | will be their God, and they will be

my people.”
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Josephus “Should any one of our nation be asked about our laws, he will repeat them as
readily as his own name. The result of our thorough education in our laws from the very
dawn of intelligence is that they are, as it were, engraved on our souls.”
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