HEARING VS. LISTENING: DOES MEGILLAH REQUIRE KAVANAH?
Lisa Septimus, Yoetzet Halacha of Five Towns and Great Neck; Judaic Studies Instructor, NSHAHS

|I. Kavanah in mitzvot — the main Talmudic source
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They sent to inform the father of Samuel: If a man is compelled by force to eat unleavened bread [on
Passover], he thereby performs his religious duty... Rava said, we can conclude from this teaching
that someone who blows shofar as music fulfills his obligation.

We conclude from this that in Rava's opinion religious precepts do not need to be performed with
deliberate intention. ..

Come and hear: ‘If he was passing behind the synagogue, or if his house was adjoining the
synagogue, and he heard the sound of the shofar or of the reading of the megillah, if he put his mind
to it he thereby performed his religious duty, but if not he did not perform his religious duty’.

Does not this mean, ‘if he put his mind to perform his religious duty’?

No; [it means, if he put his mind] to hear.

To hear? But he is hearing?!?

He may think, it is merely a donkey braying.

The following objection was raised against this view: ‘If the hearer [of the shofar] put his mind to the
act but not the performer, or the performer put his mind but not the hearer, he did not perform his
religious duty; [he does not do so] until both hearer and performer put their minds to the act’.

I understand the case where the performer put his mind but not the hearer, as the latter may have
thought it was merely a donkey braying. But that the hearer should put his mind and not the
performer — how can this happen? Is it not where the latter blows merely to make music?

Perhaps [it refers to a case] where he merely [as it were] barks...

R. Zeira used to say to his attendant, ‘put your mind to the act, and blow the shofar for me.”

Il.  Qualifying both positions
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And also that which they said regarding intention it is only that one should intend to fulfill the
obligation and not just happen to by chance... in contrast to cases like those in the gemara, in which
one was coerced into eating matzah.

29771 NoonY 3RTRI SRR WD .3

L7272 ROR A7 KD 710 NIDMIX PR NNEA MARY AR AR 2" RIM



Even according to those that say that mitzvot do not require intention, this is only the case in terms of
minimal fulfillment.

I1l.  Giving both rationales
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It is an important principle for mitzvah performance that the heart determines everything. As Chazal
wrote, what God desires is our heart.
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When it comes to any mitzvah, God’s primary desire is that we perform the mitzvah with a complete
heart. Nevertheless, even without intention, we fulfill our obligation, and we are even able to recite a
blessing over the mitzvah performance. But in truth all mitzvah performances accomplish lofty
things, even without the intention of the performer. For the Almighty links heavenly matters upon

earthly actions.
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Even when someone performs the mitzvoth without intention or knowledge, they can still fulfill it
from the depth of their heart through the Divine strength that dwells in the hidden parts of the heart
that are completely unrevealed. Meaning, of course the intention is the goal, but this type of hidden
intention is sufficient. Because even if a person is not consciously directing their kavannah, their
soul is still having kavannah.
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It is highly unlikely for a person to perform a commandment (even without intention that it be for the
sake of that commandment) without being aroused a little by the command. This is what usually
happens, and that minimal level of intention is sufficient to fulfill the mitzvah.

IV. Not all mitzvot were created equal
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One can answer that even according to the position that intention is not required, this is only for a
mitzvah that involves a physical action, like picking up the lulav, where [the Talmud] specifically
teaches, “from the moment he picks it up, he has fulfilled his obligation.” But a mitzvot that are
completely verbal intention is certainly required, for the primary expression takes place in the heart.
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The Pri Chadash answers that according to the Shulchan Aruch rabbinic commandments do not
require intention. But Rav Chaim Azulai takes issue with this. Because the Shulchan Aruch rules
regarding Megillah that if a person had intention to fulfill the mitzvah, they fulfill the mitzvah, and if
not, they do not fulfill... Megillah, like all other commandments requires intention according to those
of the opinion that mitzvot tzrichot kavanah.

V. The Uniqueness of Megillah Reading
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It is a positive mitzvah ordained by the Rabbis to read the Megillah at the appointed time. It is well-
known that this was ordained by the Prophets. Everyone is obligated in this reading: men, women,
converts, and freed slaves. Children should also be trained to read it.

1-57 119957 2 29D 9o noby .11

R? OR) RE 97 7IROIP2 NRYD 129 DR 112 OR T3 IR TWNT IR 72010 707 TR0 LRY KD 710 K92 39°00 IR RN
IRIP RIPY ANKRIIP AV0Y AT IR KPP LLREY TR 271 KDY DR 232107 R RO KXY X 127 110D
RX DwwWwn

A person who was reading the Megillah without the desired intent does not fulfill his obligation.
What is implied? That he was writing a Megillah, explaining it, or checking it: If he had the intent to
fulfill his obligation with this reading, his obligation is fulfilled. If he did not have this intent, he did
not fulfill his obligation. Should one read while dozing off, he fulfills his obligation, since he is
not sound asleep.

A person who errs while reading the Megillah and reads in an inexact manner fulfills his obligation,
for we are not required to read in a precise manner.
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And if one misses even one word — they do not fulfill their obligation. And intention to fulfill the
mitzvah need only be present at the beginning of the Megillah, and one need not have intention for
every single word. And even if one did not attend to its meaning, we are not concerned.
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Praiseworthy is the person who has a kosher scroll for himself and for his wife as well.
V. What should a person do if he/she misses a word of the megillah?
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