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Question 1: Why can the Ba’al ha-Bayis kill the thief—he should be obligated to retreat

instead of escalating the situation by standing his ground.

1. We don’t blame the Ba’al ha-Bayis for his poor choice. [The Ba’al ha-Bayis’s
decision is human nature.]

2. The Ba’al ha-Bayis has no choice but to kill in self defense.

3. The Ba’al ha-Bayis can stand his ground even if that will inevitably cause the
standoff to escalate to a point where he will have to kill in self defense.
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Question 2: If a says to b, “eat this apple or I will kill you.” Can b refuse to eat the apple

and then kill a in order to save his life?

I. If there is a current obligation to consider future repercussions then b should have
to eat the apple to save a’s life. If b refuses and then has to kill a it would be

tantamount to killing a rodef when 57177 Yw 19a8» 0% v 19°37% 915> which is

murder.

[I. Or, b can stand his ground and say | will not eat the apple. | need not consider in
advance the repercussions of that action. If a then chooses to try to kill b, be

can lawfully kill a in self defense.
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