DOUBLE DESIRE
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in place of the ox, and f&(r sheep in place of the sheep. b s 62
llf the thief is discovered while tunneling in, -and he is struck and dies, there is no blood- guzlt
on his account. 2 If the sun shone upon him, there is blood- -guilt on his account. He shall make 7. 7307593 3990 — Then: the householder shall approach the
restitution; if he has nothing, he shall be sold for his theft. 3 If the theft shall be found in his gﬁ:’; dT::s't’:d”seh"’d er of this verse is not the owner but an
-possession — whether a live ox or donkey or sheep or goat — he shall pay double. the loss of thé! ZZ:Q: (!:iae"::nihatthe &> hot responsible for
# If a man permits livestock to devour a field or vineyard — whether he set loose his livestock had.not taid his hand, i.e., mad:jn:u:ﬁg:zte% :z:;::r ooy
or he grazed it in another’s field — from the best of his field and the best of his vineyard shall Z" the item (Rashi). e
"he pay. . + MRS — “This is it]” After the custodian swor
T ; h e that he
5 If a fire shall go forth and find thoms, and a stack of grain or a standing crop or a field is fv;,?;énn;;;n; Pt ,',ti":sstiica’:e and refutedhis oath by testi-
|consumed, the one who kindled the fire shall make restitution. as the one he swore was s)t,c:lee: angua: gxeen::slt?j P heeon
8 If aman shall give money or vessets to his fellow to safequard, and it is stolen from the house | a “thief,"since he took someone else;PFOPeﬁy, :iirfl":lencga r};:
of the.man, if the thief is found he shall pay double. 7 If the thief is rt found, then the house- | ;“:I:tagztaz ;‘l‘;f:::zfne;’:n :Wear}i)ng en it. Consequently, he
- € item, but his restituti -
holder shall approach the court that he had not laid: his hand upon his fellow’s property. ® For clude the fine — double payment — of a :onl:r:rcc’; thiet "

every item of liability — whether an ox, a donkey, a sheep, or a garment — - regarding any lost |
item about which he says, “This is it!}, to the court shall come both their claims. Whomever the .
court finds guilty shall pay double to hls fellow.
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3.0%w oW ovn — He shall pay double. Besides paying for the stolen animal, X8 mam mabm 072anI and :‘N‘)’ =hH
he must pay for an additional one as a penalty. Based on Rambam’s 271,20 oW 7Y POY w:mw 233 (1on
interpretation of the word 133, theft this rule applies to all objects stolen . 0%» W7 23 oR AT byab ouw obwb
wulthout the victim’s awareness of the crime (Hil. Geneivah 1:3)’If case of armed oI 05wn Y13 IR Mo IR TN 30 .00

robbery [called 121, robbery by force] the addifjonal penalty is not imposed; all
that is requlred is restitution of the stolen object (Leviticus 5:23). The Talmud
explams that it is a greater crime to steal in secrecy than to rob openly by force
because:the armed robber shows that he treats man and God alike. He acts as if
he were afrald of neither, whereas the surreptitious thief shows that he is more
afraid of man than of God (Bava Kamma 79b).

When a thlef is convncted of his crime he must return or replace the stolen
object [plus an addxtlonal one as a penalty] If he cannot do this, then his ' — S
thovable possessions are seized to reimburse the victim. Failing that, the best of ¢ ¢

I his properties are confiscated. If all of these approaches are insufficient, he will —
. be so]d as a servant and the proceeds of the sale ar& used to compensate the ]1pn PIIRw M DX DRI TInn W W :\_Q owh v '75: '["f "21’7

victim (Hil. Geneivah 311, Bais Yitzchak). 1335 N3 Bip ax WY DO TN MMnTph avan nx avwn ran®

“In Torah law, crimes that fall within the jurisdiction of the courts are not ’ - 5 -
punishable by incarceration. Imprisonment is demoralizing and strips the (;:I ,ﬂ K.’P ) 7213 AR 11T 'nx Z’W'ﬁ Jm | r,ms: D prat by

perpetrator of all dignity, self-respect and self-worth. It provides a criminal Zy3p3T Myn Sw o e w1 AR 93 DIK 0 ‘]31 ,”35 -
environment where violence and other patterns of anti-social behavior are - DI 53 PX TTo3m1 A5 IRE R TR DS AMAY DY

engendered. The prisoner views his incarceration as a vindictive act of society.
Feelings of repentance are out of the question. In contrast, according to the 1—"3 pu'm ‘713'5‘ X7W prait natw Nayn moy by 12 TR ”’nmwsx-r

system set up by Torah law, the servant is fully protected by its humane { R¥T '1331'1 n'::p nawnb oy 2w obwn - anw Ty '1'1'1731'1
regulations. The former thief does constructive work amidst a_law-abiding S 4 T m:c 1Y 02p 101 Jrom
community. He realizes that his present situation is directly related to his crime, - 3
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for which he is making restitution. £ ventuaﬂy, repentance can become a reality
and the concept of jus¥:_ 15 served.”

It must be emphasized that material restitution is not sufficient to rehabilitate
er of a thief. As long as a robber has not repented, he is not
qu_aleled to be a wntness, even if he retumed the stolen object (Choshen Mishpat
3477).
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Therefore, he could say, “Since I have no plunder in my hand,
since there is no}wrongdoing in my hands, my prayer is pure.”””
Listen to the.words of the Midrash. God will not heed the

o ¥ . N . i
prayer of someone “whose hands are soiled with gezel.” An inter- -

esting phrase. “Whose hands are soiled with gezel.” Job also speaks
about the hands. “There is no plunder in my hands.” It seems that

ill-gotten gains stick to the hands. It is as if the dishonest person
has sticky hands, and when other people’s money passes through
his hands, some of it remains stuck there. When a person with
sticky hands priys, God finds it offensive. The stickiness of his
hands is like a sediment of impurtties polliting his prayer and mak-
1nglt a murky and tainted ‘#fillal wkurab, an impure prayer.
~g This is very worrisome for all of us-We may have fallen into some
form of gezel quite cagually. Perhaps we-didn’t give it much thought.
We may have borrow®d something and forgotten to return it. We
may have caised someone even a slight.damage and not made resti-
tution. But lack of intent does not exonerate us. If we retain money
in our possession that is not ours, whether it belongs to someone
clse or is overdue to be repaid to someone else, we are guilty of
gezel. And-if we stand before God with ou sticky hands, He may
consider. our prayer a tefillah akurab, Heaven-forbid.

19

" Actually, if we think into it, the word mav’eh is not a_generar—
term for prayer. The prophet uses this unusual word toridentify a
specific_type of prayer, and nowhere do we find it used for any
other. It refers exclusively to prayer for the geulah, for redemption
and deliverance, and therefore, it does not appear on the-list of
general terms for prayer. .

When R’ Yerucham Levovitz, the great Mashgiach of the Mir, dis-
cussed this Gemara, he pointed out that a mav’eh must be a very
righteous person. If he is identified as a'mav’eh, he must be a person
who prays for the deliverance of the Jewish people all the time. He is
not overly concerned with his own personal needs. The focus of his
prayer is not his health, safety and livelihood. He is more concerned
with the exile of the Jewish people and the distancing of the Divine
Presence from Jerusalem. A mav’eh seems to be a title of great honor.
Why then should the mishnah choose toguse this honorable title to
describe an adam ham_mzik, a person who inflicts damages?

great righteous p’crson who spends so much time praying for the

The.mishnah wants to tell us that even the holy mav’eh, that n~373]33’31n7 mwnn Tya ymr_narm npY ann.nx o amnn
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redemption of the Jewish people from exile, ven he can be an
adam bamazik if he is not careful in his dealings with other peos

{“G“» mf—,\;‘ma’.\ 190

p.ig._ Even he may borrow and neglect to repay. Even he may be
careless with other people’s property and _cause scratches and
dents. Even he can be guilty of oshek and gezel if he does not watch
his every step. And then what will be with all his holy prayers when
he is standing before God with sticky hands? How ironic that by
causingﬂc-l_é_a:gé to others the mav’eh may be causing far greater
dsfmagé to himself _by invalidating his own prayers, No matter how
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Of all images to choose for that awe-inspiring spot, why would
Hashem choose the faces of young children? Why not the
faces of mature talmldel chachamim or tzaddikim?

& .- Shmuel - Rozoysky, Rosh Yeshivah of Ponovezh,
explams that Torah can be taught by the best rebbi (Hashem)
to the best-disciple (Moshe Rabbeinu), under the best condi-
tions (in the Kodesh HaKodashim), but the person receiving
it must have some childlike characteristics: enthusiasm and
inpocerice. Only enthusidSm and .innocence will enable a

person to«accep@ the Torah wholeheartedlv and integratetit

into his perﬁon”‘ -
And herein li€s the rub bécalise the older we get, the less

childlike we tend to be. But Hashem Himself testifies that
remajning young is characteristic of:the Jewish nation: “Ki
naar Yisrael, ve’ohavetu — For Israel is a young lad and |

v 3l

love him” (Hoshea ¥1:1). Klal Yisrael is beloved to Hashem
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because we don’t become jaded and crusty. We are always
willing to learn and grow, like a child. - ’
Unfortunately for us, we are affected by the society we
live in, and the older we get, the more cymcal we become. It
becomes a true challenge to remain a “young lad.” But one
challenge we must succeed in is° allowmg our children to be
childlike. Even if it is difficult for us at 40 or 50 to remain

enthusiastic, we should not squelch our children’s enthusi-

asm and introduce them to the cynicism that afflicts us. =

Nowadays, you can find 10- and 12-year-olds as cynical
and blasé as their parents They lose the childlike innocence
that allows a person to accept and study Torah properly.

That is a tragedy.

Remember your excitement when you got your first
Chumash? If you don’t, do you remember your children’s
excitement at their Chumash seudos, or the first time they
said Mah Nishtanah? They were so excited that they couldn’t
sleep the whole night! Unfortunately, most adults no longer
have that excitement. But even if it’s an uphill battle for us,
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we should try our best td*allow our children to remain inno-
" cent and trusting for as long as possible.
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i 'in learning beyond their teens, a childlike excitement
must remain with them for their entire lives. I've noted in the
past that the term we generally use to describe a Torah schol-
ar is not chacham, but talmid chacham. Even a great scholar

must consider himself a student.not-a fully developed sage.
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Open Your Mouth Wide #

-

¢ .-
.

people were in a mtuatlon of narrowness in which the msbnzg_s
Yisrael, the Jewish soul, could not~cxprcss 1tself !
Ancient Egypt had a highlyf developed culture, a big cul—f
ture that made trerfigndous contributions to civilization. Good
and fine, but the singular spirit that Avraham and Yitzchak
and Yaakov and the Shevatim reprcst;nq;zd, the spirit that efha-
. nated from the essence of their beings and that was perpetu-
ated in their children afterwards, that spirit was stifled. When
the Jewish peoplc were immersed in the Egyptlan culture, they
could not express themselves in their own modés of expression.
Thgir inner bemgs remained unarticulated. They were, forced
into a situation where they found themselves speakmg an alien
lang\lage, literally and figuratively. X

And this was their exile.

So the Almighty said, “I took you out of Egypt. | femoved
you from the situation of your exile. There are no more mefza-
rim. The narrow boundaries that hemmed you in and stifled the
expression of your own inner selves no longer exist. You are no
longer living in an alien culture and driven to express yourselves
in terms and concepts that do not reflect what is in your own
souls, in your own inner essence. You have been emancipated.
You are free to express yourself in the way that is most natural
to yourselves. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. Forget
the narrownes§ and the constriction. Open your mouth wide,
and let the fullness of yourself emerge. Harchev picha. Open
youf mouth wide, and I will help you find the natural expres-

sion that you seek.”
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