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men on foot, . aside.from children. 38-Also a mixed midtitvide went up with ‘them; and flock and
...Cattle; verymuch livestocle™%: They baked the dough that they tookout of Egyptinto unleavene:
cakes, for they could not be leavened, for they were driven from Egypt fortheiy could not dela
nor had they made provisions for themselves, % The habifatior: of the Children of Israel di
which:they. dwelled in Egypt was' foupAwundred and thirty Years. “1ft was at the enc
four hundred and thirty years, ¢ nd it was on.that very day.that all the legions of HASHEM
the land of Egypt. 21t is a night of anticipation for HASHEM to take them out of the lan

\b

51 It happened on that ue@ day: HASﬁEM 'to'qk the Chﬂd@,{bf Irael out & f the land of Egij

3777'Eéa'Ch‘z'ldreh of Israel iquméged from Rameses ‘to Succoth,'about six hundredthé ,

in their legions. -
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190 / Shiurei Binah

Rashi comments on the verse, “Hashem does not see iniquity in
Yaakov” (Bamidbar 23:21): “Even when they sin, He is not exacting *
with them.” Rashi’s comment seems to contradict the principle of
Hashem's precise retribution. As Chazal tell us, “Whoever says
HaKadosh Boruch Hu overlooks sin should have his internal organs
overlooked” (Shekalim 5:1).

Midrash Rabbah comments on the same verse: “"He does not look
qpo}rt'l{éir sins, but rather upon their pride.” Underlying the Midrash

i§\fhe idea that the Jew’s essence is pure and good, his soul part of the
collective soul of Klal Yisrael. As a klal, the Jewish people are
tzaddikim, as it says, “Your nation are totally righteous.” The
corollary is that all Jews have an automatic share in the World to
Come due to their bond to the purity and holiness of this collective
neshamah. This is the “pintele Yid,” the spark of the Divine, that
forms the inner foundation of each Jew.

Behef in this untaintable essence underlies the ruling that even
when a Jew is coerced to comply with the halachah, the subsequent
act is volitional, since every Jew wants to do the will of Hashem.

Until the positive expression of desire to comply “with halachah
becomes evident, we view his yetzer hara as suppressing his inner
will. It is the yetzer hara which is literally beaten away, giving his
true inner will freedom to surface and be expressed.

4 As long as one has not severed his ties to Klal Yisrael by
deliberately estranging himself spiritually or physically from the
community, he embodies this pure, untaintable essence. Hence sin
cannot contaminate the essence of the Jew. That, then, is the
intention of Rashi and the Midrash. Hashem never views the sin as
any expression of the essence of the Jew. Thus any punishment is only
for the purpose of removing barriers to that essence caused by sin. (Or
Hachayim HaKadosh and Ksav Sofer both explain Rashi’s words in
this vein.) ‘
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l% - [181  The Wisdom in the Hebrew Alphabet

—_—

Just as the “word of God” gave being to the heaven, so it is His

word that gives beingto everything. Let us try to understand further
what is meant by God’s “word.” And how do the specific, limited
utterances of Creation account for the infinite number of species
and objects in the universe?
Rabbi Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezritch, writes:
It is known in Kabbalistic literature that the letters of the
Aleph-Beis were created first of all. Thereafter, by use of
the letters, the Holy One, Blessed is He, created all the

worlds. This is the hidden meaning of the first phrase in

the Torah, “In the beginning God created NN — that is,
God’s first act was to create the letters from X to  (Or
Torah;. see p. 35). :

The twenty-two sacred letters are profound, primal spiritual
forces. They are, in effect, the raw material of Creation. When God
combined them into words, phrases, commands, they brought
about Creation, translating His will into reality, as it were. There is a
Divine science in the Hebrew alphabet. Sefer Yetzirah [“The Book of
Creation”], the early Kabbalistic work ascribed to the Patriarch
Abraham, describes how the sacred letters were used as the ag&ncy
of creation. The letters can be ordered in countless combinations, by

© changing their order within words and interchanging letters in line
with —the ~Tules of various Kabbalistic letter-systems. Each
rearrangement of the same letters results in a new blend of the

The Psalmist answered these questions when he said: Forever,

HASHEM, Your word stands firm in heaven. The word of God that
brought the heaven into being remains within them. The heaven
continues to_exist because not an instant goes by without God
gontinuing to say, in effect, ‘Let there be a firmament’ — otherwise
they-would return to the status that prevailed before God’s will was
ujtered. So it is with every aspect of Creation. God’s original Ten
Utterances are repeated constantly in the sense that the Divine will

of the original six_days remains in force. Otherwise, everything
would revert to the nothingness of before Creation.

a
290

Every individual human being is Yop DY, a miniature world. True,

he_is but a solitary_ individual in_an_infinite universe, but no one
should underestimate the power or responsibility of an individual.

Rambam writes that all of Creation would be worthwhile were it for
the sake of only a single tzaddik. At best, the truly righteous have
never been more than a tiny minority of the human race; humans
are but a small part of all forms of life on earth; and the entire planet
is an inconsequential speck in the universe. Nevertheless God
created everything for the.sake of those who would accept and
‘observe His commandments and Torah. A solitary tzaddik cannet
function alone. He needs the sun, moon, and stars; he needs
precipitation.and vegetation; he depends on the services of other
people:to grow and deliver his food, maintaif his city, provide him
essential services. Though he is only one individual, his presence
justifies the existence of all Creation because Godvalues quality, not
quantity. Let an entire universe exist only for his benefit, therefore,
all so that he can carry out God’s will.

In this light the Sages description of each individual as N2 0y, a
complete world, is not inspirational rhetoric. One man’s significance
can be truly cosmic. -

The Jew’s role as a complete world further implies that he includes
within himself a microcosm of the full spiritual content of the
universe. Consequently every Jew has within himself the potential of
elevating everyone and everything around him through his own
service of God.-Just as the farger universe was created and survives
b)(‘ virtue of the twenty-two manifestations of spirituality contained
in the Aleph-Besis, so too, the miniature universe has his own Aleph-
Beis, his own tlows of spirituality that he brings to bear upon himself
and his surroundings. How does he treat his family — with what
‘blend of kindness, strength, severity, humor? How much dedication
and concern does he pour into his Torah study, his observance of

-~
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mitzvos? Which commandments engage him more than others?
How does he conduct his business? Do his relations with others
make them admire his Jewishness — or not?

Every human being is complex, has a many-faceted character, and
has his own unique blehd of virtues and drawbacks, and he exhibits
and exercises them in his own universe in proportions of his
choosing according to how he evaluates situations, defines his goals,
and maintains_control over himself. The greater the person, the

greater and more significant the spiritual resources at his command.

And the greater his responsibility to utilize them properly.

Degel Machneh Ephraim teaches that man has the power to affect
the sacred letters with which God created heaven and earth. When
hg sins, he cheapens and sullies the Divine powers allotted him. But
when he acts properly, he enables the powers within the Aleph-Beis

tQ achieve their purpose and reflect their full holiness. He can
elevate not only his personal universe, but that of everyone around

him;

‘ The A.Iepf)-_Beis is the brick and mortar and soul of the universe, as
it is_of individuals with their personal capacities. The letters that
brought the world into existence remain with us every instant, for

God’s utterances are eternal. Though we have great_powers_as
individuals, when we unite into the unit of Israel we aréieven
mjghtier. . )

ic Zohar Chadash (Shir HaShirim) declares that the word: YN

[israel] is an acrostic of nyRY MmN N9 DYWY ¥, there are 600,000

letters in the Torah.

The nation of Israel is represented by the 600,000 adult males who
left Egypt and received the Torah. Each Jew has his own letter in the
Torah, which, in turn is composed of the entirety of its letters. The

a3
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#1n a Torah scroll, if even one letter is missing, the scroll is invalid,
(qr every letter is indispensable. It is also invalid if two letters touch
one another. The lesson is plain: Every Jew, like every letter, has an
essential role to play in the national whole; therefore, the Torah was
not given until all the people were united 7NN 193 7NN YN, like a
single person with a single desire — nevertheless, every.Jew has his
individual mission and no one may impinge on another’s personal
role, just as all the letters must remain separate (HaRav Gedaliah
Schorr). '

The study of the Aleph-Beis can serve as our inspiration to return
to the roots of our mission on earth. We were created with primal
forces of sanctity and we are called upon to preserve. them in their
pure form. We fall short, as people always do, but we dare not give

‘up;the struggle as we long for the day, may it be soon, when a

Temple will be built and a people re-united.
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