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22 Pharaoh commanded his entire people, saying, “Every son that will be born —
- River shall you throw him! And every daughter shall you keep alive!”

! man went from the house of Levi and he took a daughter of Levi. 2 The
conceived and gave birth to a son. She saw that he was good and she hid

three months. 3 She could not hide him any longer, so she took for him a wicker
and smeared it with clay and pitch; she placed the child into it and placed it among t}
at the bank of the River.(¢)His sister stationed herself at a distance to know what would
with him.

5 Pharaoh’s daughter went down to bathe by the River and her maidens walked al’
River. She saw the basket among the reeds and:she sent her maidservant and she took
opened it and saw him, the child, and behold! a youth was crying. She took pity on 1

said, “This is one of the Hebrew boys. " , .
7 His sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, “Shall | go and summon for yc:i a wet nurse f

‘ vHebreL‘@ women, who will nurse the boy for you?”
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© OSHE RABBEINU WAS BORN SHORTLY AFTER nwn ninw IR2 no
Pharaoh decreed that every male child be thrown into
fthe Nile River. Si
" v .r Since he wa.s bor.n three months early, \FR. SEAM TERID DMK YR TRy APADT O (370 ALY by affen
his parents were initially able to hide him beneath the radar : e
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~of Egyptian spies. When the three months were over and : : Yorxb
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the Egyptians (who kept records of each Jewish woman’s - ‘ a5 Uy AYav: R o B
. | gestational period for this purpose) were scheduled to come : ‘ o : :
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‘ to search for him, Yocheved lined a small basket with water- Bp W TRE by TR ’::n:w mms BaERY T BT A T3
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resistant material, placed it in the river, and left her baby to LUl b i '
fate. But Miriam, his sister, could not part from her brother. .
he “stationed herself at a distance to know what would be L~ |
one with him” (2:4). 5 Re His

<

¢ ‘Miriam didn't know that Hashem would arrange for
5raoh’s own daughter to draw Moshe from the water and
raise him in the palace. When Miriam stood near the river, she
did not think she would actually be able to save her brother,
but she did so out of an urge “to know what would be done
with him.”
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m& at a distance. The verbal
form 2¥nm), stationed, is irregular, as our Sages point out. [The normal form
would be 2¥'nn1.] Maharal explains that it is a combination of the reflexive and
passive grammatical forms [hispa’el and nifal], signifying that Miriam stood on
th. e bank by her own choice, but that, at the same time, she was compelled to @
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m}\e wanted to know what would
be done with him. For when she had predicted to her father that he would have

a son who would be the deliverer of his people and that the house wouse would be filled
with light when this son was born, he had embraced her with hope for the
fulfillment of her prophecy. But when the child was cast into the river, her father
exclaimed: “Where now is your prophecy, my daughter?” And so, Miriam went

at once to the river to find out, what would be done to [it], i.. to her prophecy
(Sotah 13a). Indeed, she seemed to be obeying a voice withirther which affirmed

at the chxld could not die. We are not told this, but everything points to it. Here

am. illustrates the attitude of the Jewish woman who trusts what her heart

f( knows to be true, d
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Rav Dovid Povarsky, Rosh Yeshivah of Ponovezh, makes

Torah in which a concerned family member did not know
what the fate of a child would be, but that person took a dif-
ferent approach.

Hagar was banished from Avraham s. house and fled to

the desert w1th her young son_Yishmael, who fell ill. She ran
out of water, and she was certain that Yishmael would die.
What did she do? “She cast off the boy beneath one of the
trees and she went and sat herself down at distance ... for

skie said, ‘Let me not. see the death of the child’ " (Bereishis
21:15-16).
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Note the difference between a Jewish sister and an

Ishmaelite mother, says Rav Povarsky. Hagar didn’t want to

see what would happen to Yishmael. Miriam felt compelled
to stick_around to. see what would happen to her younger
brother.

What underlying difference fuels these divergent approach-

_es?

Jews _have a concept of participating in other people’s
hardships, of being nosei be'ol im chaveiro. Often, we are
simply unable to help a person, but we can still empathize

; with him. Hagar doesn’t feel enough empathy for her own son
to stay with him. (Perhaps this trait was transmitted to many
Arab mothers who, until today, celebrate their children dying
as suicide bombers.) She's too selfish, too overwhelmed by
her own feeling of bereavement, to comfort her son in his
Ey?ng moments. Miriam, lehavdil, at the tender age of 5', was
able to put aside her own dread as to the possible fate of her
brother so that she could spend that time near the river and
share his pain.

The Midrash teaches that Miriam wasn’t the only one
watching the proceedings.

Pharaoh’s daughter retrieved the basket from the river and
ope‘n"éd” it, ﬁand, as the Torah relates, “Behold! A lad ‘naz:t
was crying” (2:6). Simply understood, the crying lad referred
to in this verse is Moshe. But the Midrash teaches that the

also filled with empathy and felt compelled to stay at the
riverbank to see what _W‘?Hlfj_uhﬂEEEl to his - younger brother.

Xcrying lad was Aharon,_Moshé’s 3-year-old brother, who was

“naar bocheh” have the same gematria (numerical value) as
the words “zeh Aharon haKohen.”]

A Jew doesn’t look away or try to hide when someone
else is'in pain. He lives the tragedy along with him.

%lt see;m»s‘_th_at‘this character trait ran in the family., and
was, in fact, what earned Moshe his Jjob as the leader of Klal
Yisrael. '

The Alter of Kelm points out that this parashah introduces
us to Moshe Rabbeinu, the person who will take the Jews out
of Egypt and lead them for 40 years in the Wilderness and
bring the Torah down from Heaven after spending 40 days
and nights wi;lwangel-like' conditions. We would expect the
Torah to give us some background information about this
most important leader and greatest prophet in Jewish history
and tell us hisrlgyalificatifohvs for the position. Yet we learn very
little about Moshe in the parashah; the Torah only records
some sketchy details of his life until he turns 80 and heads
back to Egypt to redeem the Jews. h

Nevertheless, says the Alter, if we examine four incidents
tlj__a_»tw_ghg_jféfr_ah does list and find the common denominator
among them, we can reach an understanding of why Moshe
was chosen to lead the Jews,

One verse (2:11) relates that when Moshe grew up, he
went out to experience the suffering of his Jewish brethren.
Moshe would leave the luxury of Pharaoh’s palace each day
and go empathize with his brethren. .

A second verse (2:12) states that Moshe saw an Egyptian
hitting a Jew, and Moshe killed the Egyptian by uttering a
Divine Name. In other words, his concern was not limited to
the masses suffering at the hands of the Egyptian nation; he
felt for each individual Jew.

g[True to form, the Baal HaTurim points out that the word53

't .

The third verse (2:13) relates that Moshe saw one Jew
about to hit another, and he admonished him: an act that
nearly cost him his life. This reveals that Moshe wasn't just
out to protect Jews from an enemy nation, he was ready to
stand up for the rights of a victim even if the oppressor was
another Jew. _

A fourth verse (2:17) teaches us that Moshe Rabbeinu’s

compassion spread even beyond the Jewish nation, for when
he arrived in Midiarf and saw Yisro’s daug';hters coming under
attack, he protected them.

These four incidents during Moshe’s first 80 years show
that he had a quality that every Jew should have, but a leader
of the Jewish people must have in abundance: the ability to
share the burden of his fellow man, to feel his pain, to empa-
thize with him when he’s suffering. ,

[We might add that a Midrash relates that Moshe found the
sneh (burning bush) while pursuing a sheep that had strayed
from his flock because it was thirsty. In other words, he sym-
pathized and cared for animals as well.] ;

Howard Schultz, Chairman and Chief Global Strategist of
Starbucks, shared a lesson he learned from a Rosh Yeshivah
about the vital need for Jews — and especially spiritual, com-
munity, or even business leaders — to look out for -everyone
else’s needs:

\S o
fathers from sons. They went off to the bunkers to
sleep. ‘

“As they went into the sleep area, only one out
of six peoplé was given a blanket. When the person
who received the blanket went to bed, he had to
decide, ‘Am [ going to push the blanket to the five

other people who did not get one, or am l gg;'(tq—to

pull it toward myself to stay warm?*

It was during this defining moment that we
leaméd the pdwer o‘fthe human spirit,” said Rabbi
Finkel, “because they pushed the blanket to five oth-
" And with that, he stood up and said, “Take your

blanket. Take it back to America and push it to five

And so, my friends, ,ShQ‘{!Q we,

.
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h- N Ugdlop Hilskye

T Yocheved knew that the Egyptians would come to search for him
on his scheduled birth date, so she formulated a plan:

She took a papyrus box, coating it with asphalt and pitch, and she
placed the child in it; she placed the box in the rushes near the bank
of the Nile.
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It is difficult to understand Yocheved’s reasoning in this decision.
Surely her actions did not give Moshe a greater chance of surviving,
adrift on the river aboard a flimsy makeshift raft, than he would have
had at home in his mother’s arms. On the contrary, it seems she was
putting him in greater danger — for he ran the risk of drowning if his
raft would capsize. In general, the Torah view is that someone who faces —
imminent danger should remain concealed in a safe environment,
rather than attempt to escape, exposing himself in the process to even
greater danger. Why, then, did Yocheved place Moshe in a basket on the
Nile?

The commentators explain that Yocheved’s purpose was to trick - - =
Pharaoh’s astrologers. She hoped that their black-magic “radar” would
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detect that the Jewish people’s redeemer had entered the water. Thus F4d

they would conclude that he hag' died a watery death, as they had pre-

dicted would occur. Then, she reasoned, they would inform Pharaoh
that the danger was over, and he would sound the all-clear, suspending
his decree to kill the male infants and making it possible for herto re-
trieve Moshe from the river. ) '
This would explain why “[the child’s] sister [Miriam] stood herself
at a distance to see wh;;vould happen to him” (ibid., 4). The Torah’s
phraseology here implies that Miriam knew that something w ing
to happen that would dramatically affect the situation. Her mother had
told her, “If all goes as planned, shortly aftef I plac;Moshe in the water,
the all-clear will be sounded and the decree will be lifted.” This is what
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Miriam was waiting for — an official announcement which would
bring the infanticide to an end.
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reference to the Shechinah, the Divin

hild Moses lost in the waves is an allusion to the Shechinah which hovers
the helpless Jewish people, lost amid the nations. The Shechinah_faithfully
yvatches over their destiny, like a big sister, but gt a distance or the tho
‘of-Hashem are far from the thoughts of man. For man, abandoning Moses in the
waters of the Nile indicated how remote was the chance for fulfillment of the
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Reophecy that this child would be the deliverer of the Jews. But for Hashem, this AR TRWATY KDY N LGNKIZ N0 XM A0 YT pInm 23nma v -

act of desperation was merely the means :
and for his upbringing in the toyal court. which repared hi 1 hi

as a leader. Thus, the seemingly-unnecessarily detailed story of the baby Mos
is the means by which Hashem allows mankind to catch a glimpse of the

dis tan‘:"ce which separates His thoughts from their thoughts (Maharshah).
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