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Consider all the privations and suffering which God made you undergo during your forty
years in the wilderness. . . your sufferings also come from the the goodness of God, the
goodness of a father instructing and forming, training and elevating a child through
suffering and trial . . . Understand therefore also your sufferings, and give thanks for
them as for the truest gift of a father: they are sent to train and to test. As training, they
teach you to know yourself, your nothingness and your greatness; they teach you to know
God, His power and His goodness, and give you strength to live in the active service of
God. As test, they promote inner purity, they strengthen the inner powers, and make the
pure and strong still purer and stronger. . . But it is not only for the individual that
suffering is a school and a training. . . Israel above all owes to suffering the greatness of
its past; it performs its great national task only in suffering, and must be trained for its
future through suffering. . . Observe this Galuth-school of suffering in which Israel has
been trained and tested for a thousand years and more. Every tear-stained page of this
history shows Israel its pettiness and its greatness, and God's power and love; it teaches
Israel to fear God and to trust Him, to cast off the worship of wealth and enjoyment and
to take refuge in the One God and fulfill His will revealed in the Torah.
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