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How Long Can You
Hold Your Breath?

The Ten Sons Of Haman
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Where does it come from?
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And Parshandatha...and Vaizatha, the ten sons of Haman ”. Rav Adda from Jaffa said: When reading the Megilla,
the names of the ten sons of Haman and the word “fen”” must be said in one breath. What is the reason for this? It is
that their souls all departed together.
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The reader should read the names of Haman's ten sons and the word which follows, asseret in one breath, to show
the entire people that they were all hung and slain together.

The source
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How much in one breath?
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One must say the names of the ten sons of Haman in one breath, so that we may know that all of them were killed
and hung as one.
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Initially, it is our custom to say everything in one breath from "500 men, and Parshandata, et" until the word
"aseret". [Mahar"il in the name of the Rokeach]

Let’s say the 7 va did not read it one breath?
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One must say the names of the ten sons of Haman in one breath, so that we may know that all of them were killed
and hung as one. RAMA: And specifically initially. However, after the fact, if one paused between them he has
fulfilled his obligation.
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Do you have to listen in one breath?
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Should the entire m12°¢ also say it in one breath?
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Reasons why some shul7 have the custom
Reason #1- excitement
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Reason #2- Practical concern
MW 12°0 2 795 DT NI2Ywn (17
177 °12 NWY 912 Dapn Avn s AYRY

11°297Wn 701 0°91991,NAR 7P°WIR 7 10 127 °12 DY 117 N T7WRY Qv 1vIwonal
,P°D07 2N532 127172V ,D”7 Y2 NAR 72°WI2 0210 TINRY 017 27an '{3‘7 ,’R¥Y °X7 272 DInnw
NAR 72w DNXY] IRPW 72 T2V PRI




Reason #3- “lumdusha’ reason
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Explanation and opposition
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Another difficulty with that explanation
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What’s really behind this halacha?

#1: Practical
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#2: 01 nnwh ot

24) Measure for Measure, Rav Aharon Yehoshua Posen X' w»w

The ten sons of Haman: The Talmud writes (Megillah 16b):
Rabbi Adda from Yafo said, “The ten sons of Haman and the
word “aseres” (ten), must be read in one breath; the reason be-
ing that they all died simultaneously. The Shulchan Aruch (OC
690:15) establishes this as the halacha.

I heard an explanation for this ruling: Haman wished to de-
stroy the Jews in one day, therefore, measure for measure, his
sons were hanged in one day. Moreover, since his sons were also
enemies of the Jews and they too, collectively, wished to wipe
them out, they were all killed in one day, in one moment.

#3: What happens to our enemies

25) Rav Mendal Weinbach »''x
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Hor %ﬁ;i;ﬂing of the tables that began eleven months ear-
ol € hanging of Haman climaxed with the Jewish
mlllta{y_actmn against those who attempted to implement
the Onglﬂal.genocidal plan. On the thirteenth day of Adar,
the day designated by Haman for destroying the Jews, the
resurgent Jewish people killed five hundred of their enemies
in Shushan alone. They also slew the ten sons of Haman.
These ten sons played a prominent role in all the anti-
Jewish acts of their generation. It was they who wrote a let-
ter to Achashveirosh at the beginning of his reign agitating
against the reconstruction of the Beis Hamikdash. And on that
sleepless night, it was they, too, as advisors to the king, who
attempted to keep from him the account of how Mordechai
saved his life.
Since their lives were characterized by a united effort to




express words of hatred, it was fitting that their deaths took
place in the space of a single breath. To recall this miraculous
and fitting destruction of our enemies, we are required to
read, when fulfilling the mitzvah of reading the Megillah, all
ten names and the word “ten” following them in one breath.

#4: Hashem is now complete
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