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Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish: Friendship, Conflict, and Clarity

1. Talmud, Bava Metzia 84a
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One day, Rabbi Yochanan was bathing in the Jordan River. Reish Lakish saw him and jumped into the
Jordan, pursuing him...

2. Rashi, Bava Metzia 84a
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“Saw Reish Lakish” - who was from among the bandits.

3. Talmud, Bava Metzia 84a
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[Rabbi Yochanan] said to [Reish Lakish]: Your strength is fit for Torah. [Reish Lakish] said to him: Your
beauty is fit for women. [Rabbi Yochanan] said to him: If you return [to the pursuit of Torah], I will give
you my sister [in marriage], who is more beautiful than I am.

4. Tosafot, Bava Metzia 84a
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“If you return” - This shows that initially, Reish Lakish knew much, but he cast off the yoke of Torah and
became an ignoramus, and engaged in robbery. Since [Rabbi Yochanan] said, "if you return,” this connotes
like [he had been] initially, and not cast the yoke of Torah off of yourself.

5. Talmud, Gittin 47a
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Reish Lakish sold himself to the Lydians. He took a bag and a round stone inside of it with him. He said:
There is a tradition that on the final day [of a captive’s life, before his captors kill him], they do for him
anything that he requests of them, so that he would forgive them for the spilling of his blood.
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On the final day, they said to him: What is amenable to you? He said to them: I want to tie you up and have
you sit, and I will strike each one of you one and a half times. He tied them up and had each one of them
sit. When he struck each of them with one strike [with the stone in the bag, the one whom he struck] was
knocked senseless. [Reish Lakish] gritted his teeth and said to [the man]: Are you laughing at me? You still
have half of a strike remaining with me, [as I struck you only once]. He killed them all, [and Reish Lakish
escaped his captors].

6. Talmud, Bava Metzia 84a
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[Reish Lakish] accepted upon himself [to study Torah]. [Subsequently, Reish Lakish] wanted to jump back
[out of the river] to bring back his clothes, but he was unable to return.

7. Yeshayahu 28:29
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This too comes forth from the L-rd of Hosts: He gave marvelous counsel, made great wisdom.



8. Talmud, Sanhedrin 26b
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Rabbi Chanan says: Why is [the Torah] called tushiyya? Because it weakens [matteshet] the strength of a
person [who engages in its study].

9. Talmud, Bava Metzia 84a
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[Rabbi Yochanan] taught [Reish Lakish] Scripture and taught him Mishnah, and turned him into a great
man.
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One day, the Sages of the study hall were engaging in a dispute: With regard to the sword, the knife, the
dagger [vehapigyon], the spear, a hand sickle, and a harvest sickle, from when are they susceptible to
ritual impurity? It is from the time of the completion of their manufacture [which is the halakha with
regard to metal vessels in general].
And when is the completion of their manufacture? Rabbi Yochanan says: It is from when one fires these
items in the furnace. Reish Lakish said: It is from when one scours them in water [after they have been
fired in the furnace]. [Rabbi Yochanan] said to [Reish Lakish]: A bandit knows about his banditry. [Reish
Lakish] said to [Rabbi Yochanan]: What benefit did you provide me? There they called me: “Rebbi,” and
here, they call me: “Rebbi.” [Rabbi Yochanan] said to him: I provided benefit to you, as I brought you close,
under the wings of the Divine Presence.

10.Tosafot, Bava Metzia 84a 92 n977 58
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...“Reish Lakish said to Rabbi Yehudah Nesi'ah: I received from my ancestors - some say, from your
ancestors: any city in which there are no schoolchildren [studying Torah]..." (Shabbat 119b), implies that
before Rabbi Yochanan taught him, he had learned from others.

11.Maharsha, Chiddushei Aggadot, Bava Metzia 84a
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12.Mishnah, Bava Metzia 4:10 (58b)
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Just as the laws of fraud apply to buying and selling, so to do they apply to the spoken word. One may not

say, “How much is this object?, if he does not wish to buy it. If one had repented, another should not say to

him, “Remember your earlier deeds”. If one descended from converts, another should not say to him,

“Remember the deeds of your ancestors”. For it is said (Shemot 22:21), “And a stranger you shall not

wrong or oppress.”



13.Talmud, Bava Metzia 84a
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Rabbi Yochanan became depressed. Reish Lakish became sick. His sister came crying to Rabbi Yochanan.

She said: "Do it [i.e., forgive Reish Lakish or pray for him] for my son."

He said: "Leave your orphans; I will revive them" (Yirmiyahu 49:11).

She said: "Do it because of my widowhood."

He said: "The widows should trust in Me" (ibid.).

Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish passed away. Rabbi Yochanan was very pained by his passing.

14.Talmud, Yoma 86b
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Great is repentance, as it overrides [even] a prohibition of the Torah... Reish Lakish
said: Great is repentance, as one’s intentional sins are counted for him as merits.

15.Talmud, Bava Metzia 84a
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The Rabbis said: "Who will go and help calm Rabbi Yochanan? Let Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat go, for he is
sharp in learning.”

He went and sat in front of Rabbi Yochanan. Every time Rabbi Yochanan said something, Rabbi Elazar
cited a supporting Tannaitic source.

Rabbi Yochanan said: "Are you like the son of Lakish? When I said something, the son of Lakish would ask
me twenty-four questions, and [ would respond with twenty-four answers. As a result, learning increased.
And you tell me a Tannaitic support. Do [ not know that [ say good ideas?"

He walked, and tore his garment, and wept.

He said: "Where are you, son of Lakish? Where are you, son of Lakish?" He was crying out until he lost his
mind. The Rabbis asked for mercy on him and he passed away.

16.Pirkei Avot 5:17
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Every dispute that is for the sake of Heaven, will ultimately endure; but one that is not for the sake of
Heaven, will not ultimately endure.

17.Bartenura on Pirkei Avot 5:17
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From a dispute, the truth will be clarified.

18.Talmud, Kiddushin 30b
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What [is the meaning of the phrase] “enemies in the gate” (Tehillim 127:5)7 Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba says:
Even a father and his son, or a rabbi and his student, who are engaged in Torah together in one gate
become enemies with each other. But they do not leave there until they love each other.
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