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GO HOME or GO TO SHULE- What's the Ideal?/Yehoshua Grunstein

Introduction

"Rabbi, you've been teaching the laws of Kosher food, the laws of the Holidays and more throughout the
year. But the basis of it all, including the 8 days of Pesach & the 9 days Sukkot , all go back to that famous
Shavuout morning, when the Jewish people received these laws! How come Shavuot isn’t 10 days? Should
it not get more, and not less attention then Pesach or Sukkot?"

A] No Name to the Holiday that G-d gave us the Torah
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Rambam's Code [Laws of Yom Tov 6/17]- It is forbidden to fast or recite eulogies43 on the seven days of
Pesach, the eight days of Sukkot, and the other holidays.44 On these days, a person is obligated to be
happy and in good spirits; he, his children, his wife, the members of his household, and all those who
depend on him, as [Devarim 16/14] states: "And you shall rejoice in your festivals."

Historic Reason Unique Mitzva Holiday
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C] No Date
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Tractate Rosh Hashanah 6b- Shavuots ometimes occurs on the fifth of Sivan, sometimes on
the sixth of Sivan, and sometimes on the seventh. How so? If both the months of Nisan and Iyyar
are full months of thirty days each, the festival of Shavuot, which is celebrated fifty days after the second
day of Passover, occurs on the fifth of Sivan; if bothmonths are short, with twenty-nine days each, it
occurs on the seventh of Sivan; and if one of them is full and the other is short, it occurs on the
sixth of Sivan.
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Tractate Shabbat 86b- The Sages taught: On the sixth day of the month of Sivan, the Ten
Commandments were given to the Jewish people. Rabbi Yosei says: On the seventh day of
the month
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Magen Avraham [OC 494]-I don't understand: how can we say that Shavuot is "the DAY of the giving of
the Torah?" After all, the law was codified like R' Yossi that the Torah was given on the 7th of Sivan....but
we always celebrate it on the 6th? ...And what's even more incomprehensible is that the Torah was given
on the 51st day to the counting of the Omer, as they left Egypt on Thursday and the Torah was given on
Shabbat?...

Answer
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Rashi [ibid]- Every day it shall be in your eyes as if it's new, as if that very day you were commanded to

do them [i.e.-the Mitzva.]
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...the Torah should be dear to you every day, as if today it was given anew for that day (Midresheit
HaTorah A.N Shlomo Ashtruok, pp 188, brought in the “Torah Shelima” of Rav Kasher, 16/31/1)

NN YD) DI NN D1 -"0V9 DYDY DTN DD O9NIW YDWIE NDON” :WITI NN TI2D22 AT 21 NND TIVI

YNYJW DID DIl DI* 9232 *TNIY YV NN N22NVY )TN NIN 20N YW DIYIN IO DI ININ NN 29NV

(2 TIDY 10 97T ,NIDI12 NDOD) 'O D

And R’ Yehuda opened [the discussion], in honor of the Torah, and said: “Pay attention and listen, O

Israel! This day, you have become a nation”-did the people just recive the Torah that day? After all they

recived it 40 years prior? Rather, to teach you: the Torah is so dear to [the Jewish people who] learn
it every single day, as if it was the day they recived it at Sinai! (Tractate Berachot 63b.)

Ramification # 1; Shema Dail
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...That I have commanded you today” [Devarim 6/6, part of the daily Shema,) is to say; each day, it should
be in your eyes like something new, and not like one who has heard it many times, [as then] it's no longer
cherished. (Code, OC, Laws of Shema 61/2)




Ramification # 2; No MITZVA on Shavuout
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...because of the greatness of the day’s holiness, on which the entire Torah was given [to the Jewish
people,] they didn’t want to belittle its holiness by having just a specific Mitzva [to do only on
that day.] (Torah Sheleima, ibid pp 287)

Ramification # 3; Mount Sinai
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No hand shall touch it, for he shall be stoned or cast down; whether man or beast, he shall not live. When
the ram's horn sounds a long, drawn out blast, they may ascend the mountain (Shemot 19/13.)
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As we've seen at Mount Sinai: at the time that G-d’s presence rested on it, the Torah said “even the cattle
should not graze near that Mountain!” But once G-ds presence left it, the Torah said "“When the ram's
horn sounds a long, drawn out blast, they may ascend the mountain.” (Tractate Taanit 21b)
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As we've seen at Mount Sinai: at the time that G-d’s presence rested on it, the Torah said “even the cattle
should not graze near that Mountain!” But once G-ds presence left it, the Torah said "When the ram's horn
sounds a long, drawn out blast, they may ascend the mountain.” (Tractate Taanit 21b)

Ramification # 4; Torah in HOLY, not Pure
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R’ Yehuda son of Beteira taught: Words of Torah are not subject to impurity! There was once an incedent,
in which a student was stuttering above R’ Yehuda son of Betira. He said to him: "My son: open your
mouth, and may your words enlighten us, as the words of Torah are not subject to impurity, as is says:
“All my words are like fire, said the Lord;” Just like fire is not subject to impurity, so too the words of Torah
are not subject to impurity (Tractate Berachot 22a.)
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R’ Eliezer understands: you can devote it totally to G-d [i.e.-prayer/study] or totally to yoursevles [i.e.-
eating.] R’ Yehoshua understands: half for G-d and half for yourserlves. Says R’ Elazer- on Shavuout,
all agree that you must also insure it be “for yourselves” [i.e.-a lavish meal] as well. Why?
It's the day the Torah was given! (Tractate Shabbat 68b)
Rashi [ibid;]
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One should rejoice on it with food and drink, in order to show that it was convenient and acceptable
that the Torah was given.
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They made a happy event and holiday, as it's obligatory to be happy when reciving the Torah....and thus
said R’ Elazer: from here we deduce that one makes a feast when finishing a part of the Torah [Midrash
Shir HaShirim Raba 1/9]




