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Rav J.B Solovetchik!- The required response to the shofar...refers to as a call to awak-

en from ... the false assumptions upon which we build our lives ...We are jolted with the
sudden awareness of the grievous extent to which our actions have alienated us from G-d....
Deborah portrayed the mother of Sisera waiting at her window for her son’s victorious re-
turn from battle...just as he had indeed returned triumphant from the battlefield so many
times....Yet, ...in a deep recess of her heart, Sisera’s mother tragically sensed that this time he
was in fact never coming home again. A practice is cited ...to sound 100 shofar blasts on Rosh
Hashana in order to parallel the 100 cries of Sisera’s mother... Why does the story of a pagan
mother awaiting her barbaric son form the halachic basis for the customary number of shofar
sounds that are blown on Rosh Hashanah? Because upon hearing the piercing tones of the sho-
far, we must experience a similar emotion to that which she experienced; as we awaken from

spiritual complacency, we must witness our own illusions relentlessly shattered

1 Rosh Hashana Machzor, with commentary adapted from the teachings of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, K’hal publishing in conjunction with the OU,
compiled and edited by Dr. Arnold Lustiger, 2007, essays [edited by the above, as well as Rabbi Daniel Besser and Rabbi Dovid Schreiber ESQ.,] PP xvii-xviii
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