THICAL BELIEFS
‘ UNK POPULAR MY
EXPLORE. PRS- ANEA[()JEEA MINHAG AND JEWISH TRADITION

IN THE REALM OF HA

Februaryé ........ THE TIMES OF ONE'S LIFE: Lifecycle f lyths
February 13 ... BECAUSE RITE ISN'T ALWAYS RIGHT: Ritual Myths
February 27 ... NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS: Calendar and Holiday Myths
Marcheé ............ NEW FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Mealti

March 13...........THESE ARE THINGS OF THE PAST :

e Myths

vish History Myths

-“Mezonos bread”- Covering Mirrors in a House of Mourning - Pregnant Women in Cemeteries
- Checking Mezuzos and Tefi/lin - Fasting Before Bar Mitzvah - Shape of the Luchos
-Wearing a Watch with Tefillin - Burial of One with a Tattoo - Food that Came from a House of Mourning
* Sheva Brachos meals - Shabbos Preceding a Yahrtzeit - Using Keilim Before Being Toiveled
- Reciting One’s Own Kiddush - Mishloach Manos Menus - Seeing Stars Through the Schach
- Eliyahu Hanavi’s Seder Visits
-.and more...

MONDAY NIGHTS + 8:15 PM
Rabbi Larry Rothwachs
Congregation Beth Aaron, Teaneck, NJ
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BECAUSE RITE ISN'T ALWAYS
RIGHT: RITUAL MYTHS




DISCLAIMERS:

* These presentations are not intended to be
extensive/comprehensive

* Not seeking to generate skepticism or distrust

* Generally, we are a well-educated community and we
know what we are doing and why we are doing it...

* Don't change what vyou are doing without
consultation

* Most of the things that we will discuss should have no
n"...
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF GOING TO MINYAN®?
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46. If the Ba'al Kerinh made a mistake

in the middle of a verse, there are three
opinions as to whether he must reread
the entire verse correctly from the be-
ginning, only reread from the corrected
word on, or begin to read from the be-
ginning of the phrase in which he made
the mistake. The third view, that of the
Ba'al Hatanya, is the most commonly

followed.
47. Therefore, whenever there is a

doubt as to how to properly read part of
a verse (as, for example, in Parshat Zakhor
— timheh et zekher Amalek, or zeikher
Amalek; in Megillat Esther — Ve'ish lo amad
bifneihem or lifneihem; laharog ule'abed or
velaharog ule’abed), the common practiceis

that the Ba'al Kerinh reads that phrase
over again, with its variant reading,
without necessarily reading the entire
verse twice.

48. There is a common misconcep-
tion that in the event that the Baal
Keriah made an error, and has already
read God’s name in the verse, he should
first complete the reading of the verse,
and then reread it correctly. The Poskim
write explicitly that such an approach is
highly illogical. Rather, the Ba'al Keriah
should stop immediately upon realizing
his mistake, and reread the verse cor-
rectly, starting from the phrase contain-
ing the error.

TN MR PPN L NNR MR NTRTL IR NPV RIP - R:2NP NIR PV
PR ;T3 IR DYVN NP3 YO OR YaR PIvH N1 7Y MNVHRY NPV R

IR 171NN

Rabbi Herschel Schachter, “Lesser-Known Laws of Torah Reading,” Journal of Jewish Music 7:1-11
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SMALL FINGER
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ERE IS ALSO A
CUSTOM TO POINT TO THE TORAM
WITH ONE’S SMALL FINGER




DURING KEDUSHAH



JOIN THE MOVEMENT! - WHICH PICTURE LOOKS LIKE KEDUSHA AND WHICH

Stop.the LOOKS LIKE KADDISH?
Talking in Shul!

The Chasam Sofer Writes:

“One who speaks during Chazoras Hashatz
causes the Shechinah to leave Klal Yisroel, and it

1S as if he has sinned with Avodah Zorah”
(Drush Chasam Sofer vol 2, pg. 309b)

Frightening
In light of
dying An
we hs

:
o
:
!
:

THIS ADVERT

Due to the
M yon would Bh.




JOIN THE MOVEMENT!

Stop the

Talking in Shul!

The Chasam Sofer Writes:

“One who speaks during Chazoras Hashatz
‘causes the Shechinah to leave Klal Yisroel, and it
is as if he has sinned with Avodah Zorah”

(Drush Chasam Sofer vol 2, pg. 309b)

Frightening w

In light of all the

dying, Anti-Senr
we had enough re

WAKE UP ALREADY!

Let's treat our Shuls with respect by not talking during davening,
and be zoche to the yeshuos we so desperately need
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DY DND WY NItYa MDY MdSNpa
NNy YR MY TINRD DNV YMIVYD
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DYHN TNNRAY YNV INRY VIR DIYIN
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SUFFERING IN LIFE
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Rabbi Yair Hoffman - http://5tit.com/checking-mezuzos-a-halachic-analysis/

In addition to the regular inspection of Mezuzos it is a custom in Israel
that if one sees personal misfortune, either for himself or for family
members, he should inspect his Mezuzos. This Is not a recent innovation
as some people believe. It Is a custom that iIs mentioned as far back as
the days of the Maharil .
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It's Happenmg

Maran The

Biale Rebbe

Consecutive Days

at the
Kosel mwm Yn Y :
Hama'aravi S YA N N by KUY m
Fo  YANDY M veny ) o
With The Gedolei J

Vetzaddikei Hador
Themselves! [— &

Doun't Wese 927
iHappenslOnceliniEiftyaYears

[ The Ninth | The Ninth | The Ninth | The Ninch |
Year | Month | | ,

..'.m'nnn TN
myv 51377y

myT13
R')e #-2 nﬂa

Kislev

Nine minutes out of twenty-six million minutes ~
once in fifty years Click Here to Read More

"It is very primed for success. )
A pipeline for all abundance" (s.is Menuchali)

During these moments, 20 Gedolei Hador and 40
messengers of Kupat Ha'ir across the world will

1:43- 1>o nm-_v‘un mm v.n

pray on behalf of contributors to Kupat Ha'ir

Don't wait another 50 years for a yeshuak/
£ CLICK HERE TO PARTICIPATE! Y

& 1-888-KUPATHAR m

American Friends of Kupet Ha'e | $415 14t Averne Brookhyn, NY 11219 | nfo@kpetong

I25at that perfect, homemade golden brown
Challah without having to do the hard work?

‘WE MAKE IT, YOU BAKE IT”

OulvMu cle Challahls homemade Wlthout thehassle'
B -v*' —_-
ake'it:to your, preference’and indulge in's gn Sweet

¥ ' homemade goodness you can’ Tealliyc ‘Our,own' L
we— R
It comes in four.different flavors too!
Whole Wheat, Chocolate Chip,\Onion and Za'atar

To p]ace an order or for more information,
email us at: yourchefnaturally@gmail.com

This week you can partake in the custom of shliss@
challah without the mess. Just put your key in
your Miracle Challah before baking!

There 1s a MITTaE o ke Ercnallah (shlissel
means key in Yiddish) for the Shabbos after Pesach. g
Some bake the challah with an actual key inside and
some put sesame seeds on top in the form of a key.
Shlisel challah is best known as a segula for parnasa.




Rav Shlomo Aviner

Q: We have marital problems. Is it worthwhile to have the Mezuzah in our bedroom
checked?

A: It is worthwhile to turn to a marriage counselor. It is obviously good to check all of your
Mezuzot from time-to-time in order to fulfill the Mitzvah in the proper manner, but this is
a separate issue.

Segulah for recovery from illness — go to a doctor [Berachot 60a, Bava Kamma 46b)
Segulah for longevity — lead a healthy lifestyle (Rambam, De’ot 4:20)

Segulah for shalom bayit — love and forebearance (Sanhedrin 7a, Bava Metzia 59a)
Segulah for children — prayer to Hashem (Shmuel | 1)

Segulah for yir’at Shamayim — learning (Avot 2:5)

Segulah for spirituality — learning and mitzvah observance (Megillah 6b)

Segulah for kavanna in prayer — take it seriously (Berachot 5:1)

Segulah for pure faith — don’t believe in segulot (Devarim 18:13)

Segulah for parnasa — learn a profession (Kiddushin 30a)



EXPERIENCING
SUFFERING IN LIFE



SIYUM / SEUDAS MITZVAH
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Covering Mirrors in the Shivah Home

By: ZVI RON

One of the signature symbols of Jewish mourning is the covering of
mirrors in the house where mourners sit shivah. When my father
Shlomo Zalman Ron z”] recently passed away and we were prepar-
ing the house, his caretaker, Melvin Manalo, a native of the Philip-
pines, remarked that in his homeland they also cover mirrors in a
house of mourning. When I mentioned this to a neighbor, he won-
dered if this is a vestige of crypto-Judaism in the Philippines. A
short time later I ran into a native of Sri Lanka working locally and
when I asked him about mourning customs in his homeland he re-
plied that in Sri Lanka they also cover mirrors in a house of mourn-
ing. These exchanges spurred me to investigate the origin of this
popular Jewish mourning custom.

Ancient mirrors were made out of polished metal, like the cop-
per mirrors donated to make the Altar in the Tabernacle (Ex. 38:8).
Glass mirrors were introduced in 14" century Venice; however, the
images were blurred and distorted. The technology to make perfect-
ly reflective hand and full-length mirrors was developed only in the
late 1600s." During all this time there is no mention of covering
mirrors as a custom of Jewish mourning.

The earliest reference to this custom is found in the writings of
R. Moses Sofer, the Hatam Sofer (1762-1839). This explanation is
found in the additional notes placed between a eulogy delivered in
March, 1832 (II Adar, 5592) and another given in December, 1834

1

Charles Panau, Extraordinary Ongins of Everyday Things (New York:
Harper and Row, 1987) pp. 229-230.

Zvi Ron received semikbah from the Israeli Rabbanut and his PhD
in Jewish Theology from Spertus University. He is an educator liv-
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Covering Mirrors in the Shivah Home : 283

R. Moshe Tzuriel, has written that this is an inappropriate custom
and should be discontinued, although he does not explicitly state
that it originated outside of Judaism.

The covering of mirrors in the house where a death occurred is
a common practice throughout the world among many peoples,

including Jews. The superstitions behind this custom are largely
unknown to observant Jews today, who base their practice of this
custom on the rabbinic interpretations given in the 19* and early
20" centuries. These reasons have given a Jewish context to an oth-
erwise alien observance, helping it 1o become accepted and contin-
ued as a legitimate expression of Jewish mourning. &
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The Free Encyclopedi: ST ;
S e From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Main page Baruch Epstein or Baruch ha-Levi Epstein (1860-1941) (Hebrew: |mowsK 70 |N2) was a Lithuanian rabbi, best
GOniEnk known for his Torah Temimah commentary on the Torah. He was the son of Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein, rabbi of
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Tools Epstein grew up in Novarodok. where his father was the communal rabbi, but moved to the city of Pinsk after his marriage | Yeshiva Volozhin Yeshiva

Whatlinks here and lived there until his death. apart from a period from 1923 to 1926, which he spent in the United States of America Successor  Rav Henkin
elated chant : . 2 R 78 2 : : & S ok i .
ReMe tiRnges looking (unsuccessfully) for a rabbinic position. During this period he served as the first menahel (director) of Ezras Torah Personal details
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Special pages from around 1924 until he was succeeded by Rav Henkin around the year 1925. Born 1860
S e isk_Belarus

Permanent link Although Epstein was a bookkeeper by profession, he had been a student at the Volozhin Yeshiva under his uncle Naftali S
Eagenbimaton Zvi Yehuda Berlin (who became his brother-in-law after being widowed and remarrying Epstein's sister). Epstein authored i S
Wikidata item sk, Belz
Cite this page

£ W vhi i Al .
a number of popular and scholarly works which are still used widely. Nationality  Lifiuanian

Parents Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein

Print/export P 2
Create a book V\ OII\S exki] Profession Bookkeeper

Download ° rah Temimah ("The Perfe ' 3 referepce to Psalms 19:8) - ommentarv on the Torah and




APyt M Wy nyse 3T %Y Rak ooy (R
N7IN0 SMAT DI MY M3l DYp% 72w, D3 YT R
TIMND MI2T MR ANIT WR - SY YT nON33 RDWY
NR 973% YMI2 Dw Y SNEDWM N MPL “Mbb3
M3 B OB PSBa mMB NY RORT RS DY
JIRET RDVPBR MY T MY 20T DIBR I DO
T3 RO3 IR MR TMIBT WR SRIMYT UIRGTL PEY3
TP AP IR evn Yin N pwwen
AT N33 MOR 2% e TP a3 ALY
DRI 30D NIND3 PPPUNTD WM wR Y3 D) -
IO TP TN MMPA aww S AR Nt IR
M ANAT- DL WY MYYS ML TP MK Y3
SNSBY $2B PN

DT Y MY e BT %Y D 3IND% AT DIBR

AL PN IR T a%eama pawT DLLhn 13
PP R OD DIHRY BT 2D RBY WS npYYnbna
N2 0T N7 YD MWD WK T DWW DT IYRT L
TR INTIY L D M IR NI W WR XMW MBS
PUIE DT W M JTIY Mue® K3 MM MT %D el

1"N WP 22?2n 1ap

A“tann (PO wnh 17 Mmooy e

kb BoYIeEa S pran 39 37T madh
0 AT Y3 Lhaah NN KR 3 P T
AYT0mY JaKk B3 hhon TAY P LN
1**0YDYy 7173 9vmn nppd nnbo bUaaR
n'n 5% Yywm spon tpon Sama bya )
oW, PN DY WY /n U 4aah amn, e

PELITR

70K Bhw Y oamn

\n2%3p Y neR 12 3P0 NN NR ! B YNIAR
T 2N WIP3 200 ATBD NPT MR D IND DNRY)

AT SO PRRYY MR Ay 3 R¥BT N9 Y M

2y q*mn‘)\ AN TP 0P P RS 113 "2y "3y
M L2780 TIBRR DR TS Nt 0 YD YT 2% wew
JONT IR AN TANT DR MIBRR D IMD Wb 0Y% 9
RIDR3 VRN T KD A%TAT NP P AMI3 BOMERT
DIPO3Y DRI PURD YL PR3 P ovee pm R v
ROM2 NBL WTDVAR P LRULDM PR N0R- NYRY

«OR ANAR: KT N0 90 3T B RDYPERI)




[.(% mq - Yewish Yournat

WK ok JNE y 7 wuw Tend
W21 TIN50

ounr WA IS0

| SRATIY MM L e

}'rul ay, ‘h(auh 6, 1964 (SECTION THREE) 1964 Y‘nDD 1906 ,480“'15

0 R Y el o e B R R
AR RBENS WSJTJTN {12 WSJDVJD‘WN

“3g0. O TIAT I
| SUTM OFT ISP SYuorD boyw Y8 oY : v -n; 33T X 3 e
~_~:';v ¥ -xn ™y [ )
| Prow 3 ¥ Pw g 3x00
"IN ¥ 79 35T oY K onx

[=7=]  THE JEWISH DAILY

3ms
FaMILY u"llll\'i

527388 DIT T

Egepe S =i e

VOL. 1000 Se. 1 :-_';__. syt

mmm'. = YR TN TS 1D SO
DIIWDIND - DUITINNENTNTID PSR S

IREOKS TN 100.000000 15387
g 52 WL MR T |




@Shr %Phrm dbhmnrr

- 31 7O 1 ﬂn:-—-" Tnm-r 0 Gon Ap Do waat 18 Rraar.” —Pulm.

[BEGISTERED FOR TRAN’SLHBSION ABBO.

No. 616, By el ‘FRIDAY,- OCTOBER ‘5, 1866—TISHRI 2%, 5621 SR

v , 4 T Pawe~~Inrazsssp Srun- 4}«!- Um
¢

_-—

- -~

Bu-tn : PBILLIPS, May or—1Ia & MEETING or ABSEMBLY otr - .. JEWS" DEAPF Jum Doun noug
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Synagogue Ezras Torah
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Successor Rav Henkin
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WHEN REFERRING TO A
PERSON WHO IS STILL ALIVE
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THICAL BELIEFS
‘ UNK POPULAR MY
EXPLORE. PRS- ANEA[()JEEA MINHAG AND JEWISH TRADITION

IN THE REALM OF HA

Februaryé ........ THE TIMES OF ONE'S LIFE: Lifecycle f lyths
February 13 ... BECAUSE RITE ISN'T ALWAYS RIGHT: Ritual Myths
February 27 ... NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS: Calendar and Holiday Myths
Marcheé ............ NEW FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Mealti

March 13...........THESE ARE THINGS OF THE PAST :

e Myths

vish History Myths

-“Mezonos bread”- Covering Mirrors in a House of Mourning - Pregnant Women in Cemeteries
- Checking Mezuzos and Tefi/lin - Fasting Before Bar Mitzvah - Shape of the Luchos
-Wearing a Watch with Tefillin - Burial of One with a Tattoo - Food that Came from a House of Mourning
* Sheva Brachos meals - Shabbos Preceding a Yahrtzeit - Using Keilim Before Being Toiveled
- Reciting One’s Own Kiddush - Mishloach Manos Menus - Seeing Stars Through the Schach
- Eliyahu Hanavi’s Seder Visits
-.and more...

MONDAY NIGHTS + 8:15 PM
Rabbi Larry Rothwachs
Congregation Beth Aaron, Teaneck, NJ
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