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http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/07/03/when—eli—wiesel-took—on—ronald—reagan. html

When Elie Wiesel Confronted Ronald Reagan

Reagan was scheduled to award ...Elie Wiesel the Congressional Gold Medal of Achievement
....on April 19, 1985, ... Untortunately for Reagan, this ceremony coincided with a storm over his
upcoming German visit. Reagan felt bound by his promise to the German Chancellor Helmut Kohl
to visit Bitburg, ....that resulted in what Wiesel called “not just a cemetery of soldiers,” but one with
“tombstones of the SS, ..."” Betore the ceremony, Reagan’s people tried muzzling Wiesel...But Wiesel
threatened to boycott if he couldn’t speak freely. ... When reporters asked if he feared seeming to be
lecturing the President, Mr. Wiesel shrugged. “INo, no, I am not a moralist,” he said. “T am a teacher.
I'm a storyteller. ] have words. Nothing else...That morning, White House ofticials, scrambling, had
.announced that Reagan would visit a concentration camp too



