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Let’s Hear a Dvar Torah” — The Tragedy of Our Generation/Yehoshua Grunstein

Introduction
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Rambam'’s Code, Laws of Prayer and Nesiat Kapayim 13/8- On the final festival, [we read] from Vay'hi beshalach

until the conclusion of the song [sung at Red Sea] until [the verse,] Ani Ado-nai rof'echa (Shemot 13/17-
15/26).
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Torah Reading, 7th day of Pesach " until the conclusion of the song" - It came to pass when Pharaoh let the people
g0,... speak to the children of Israel, and let them turn back and encamp in front of Pi hahiroth,.... And Pharach will
say about the children of Israel, They are trapped in the land. ...And | will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue
them, ....Thereupon, the Lord said to Moses, Stretch out your hand over the sea, and let the water return upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen...Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song
to the Lord, and they spoke, saying, | will sing to the Lord, for very exalted is He; a horse and its rider He cast into
the sea..... Miriam, the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women came out after her
with timbrels and with dances. And Miriam called out to them, Sing to the Lord, for very exalted is He; a horse and
its rider He cast into the sea.
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Continuation; Torah Reading, 7th day of Pesach " until Ani Ado-nai rof'echa- Moses led Israel away from the Red
Sea, and they went out into the desert of Shur; they walked for three days in the desert but did not find water.
They came to Marah, but they could not drink water from Marah because it was bitter; therefore, it was named
Marah. The people complained against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? So he cried out to the Lord, and the
Lord instructed him concerning a piece of wood, which he cast into the water, and the water became sweet. There
He gave them a statute and an ordinance, and there He tested them. And He said, If you hearken to the voice of
the Lord, your God, and you do what is proper in His eyes, and you listen closely to His commandments and observe
all His statutes, all the sicknesses that | have visited upon Egypt | will not visit upon you, for I, the Lord, heal you.
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Rashi [ibid]- There He gave them: In Marah, He gave them some sections of the Torah so that they would busy
themselves with them, namely [they were given the laws governing] the Sabbath, the red cow, and laws of
jurisprudence.




C] Moshe's Consistent Method
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Moses called the whole community of the children of Israel to assemble, DN YNW! 12 NTY 93 NX WD SDpU
and he said to them: "These are the things that the Lord commanded NWY?2 nin! DIY TWN DTN NN ,DNIN
to make. Six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you shall 'Y'2WD DI'2I DIN?D NWYN D! NYY :DNN
have sanctity, a day of complete rest to the Lord; whoever performs 1YY 92 NI N2V N2Y WP DI) Nt
work thereon [on this day] shall be put to death nRI INID 12
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These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel on that side of the 93 9% nwn 127 WX DM2TD NN
Jordan in the desert, in the plain opposite the Red Sea, between Paran 210 N2)y2 127N |70 VY2 INIVY!
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from Horeb by way of Mount Seir to Kadesh Barnea." It came to pass in the V'YY¥ 107107 20ND DI' WY 1NN 20T
fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first of the month, that Moses 'B\?v?,_ﬂl\? D-y?_ygg vl .yﬂg,_\?jp_:ry
spoke to the children of Israel according to all that the Lord had commanded N nvb 21 v T2 WIh 20y
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Edrei. On that side of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses commenced ng',j 133,3' .quNQ n']_n\y)y) o101
[and] explained this Law, saying. "The Lord our God spoke to us in Horeb, n7jinn nx W2 nwn Y'NIn 2NID Y IN2
saying, 'You have dwelt long enough at this mountain. 20N2 PHIN 12T YNON N PN NNTD
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D] In the Words of our Sages

ADNJY DD DVID DT D DNN 2T [Y02 NI 2WI'Y DYY IDIN [IFTIN |2 NJYN 2 ;2-2/2 P19 NI2N NDOD WD
N N2TJ TN (P2 'DNDD) IDNJY DY YDV DN 2T DN W 2VI'Y DYY J2N 2V XY DY) 2WIN2I (N DHYNDN)
N5V 9V 19DNY AWHY IDIN [IVDY 121 IDY 2WINDI ‘D NI 1JO9 |INDT 190 2N YDWI ‘N QWP INY ON WIN ‘D
92N DIPD D2 ANIN N'P INID DPNIOV 9D 1D (N”D NYWY) IDNJW DND 'N2THD 19IN 19'ND NN 2T 1Y NDN X1 TNN
2T (N7D INPTNY IDNJY XIN J2 DIPN YW PNIWN 19DX 19N NN 2T IV NDNI TRN [NYY Y 19DNY DUHY

N YD IWN INYWN DT 9N
Tractate Avot 3/2- Rabbi Chanina son of Tradyon would say: Two who sit and no words of Torah pass between
them, this is a session of scorners, as is stated, "And in a session of scorners he did not sit" (Psalms 1:1). But two
who sit and exchange words of Torah, the Divine Presence rests amongst them, as is stated, "Then the G d-fearing
conversed with one another, and G d listened and heard; and it was inscribed before Him in a book of remembrance
for those who fear G d and give thought to His name" (Malachi 3:16)....Rabbi Shimon would say: Three who eat at
one table and do not speak ON IT words of Torah, it is as if they have eaten of idolatrous sacrifices; as is stated,
"Indeed, all tables are filled with vomit and filth, devoid of the Omnipresent" (Isaiah 28:8). But three who eat at one
table and speak ON IT words of Torah, it is as if they have eaten at G d's table, as is stated, "And he said to me: This
is the table that is before G d" (Ezekiel 41:22).
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The praises of a man are that he did not follow the counsel of the wicked, nN¥y2 190 NY WN WUND MUN
neither did he stand in the way of sinners nor sit in the company of scorners. 2WID2I TRY N7 D'XVON 11721 D'YY)
But his desire is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and 1¥20 D! NJIN2 DX ' 2V! ND DY)
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Tractate Avoda Zara 19a; But whose desire is in Torah" [Psalms 1/2] - Said Rabbi: A man can learn only that part of
the Torah which is his hearts desires, for it is said, But whose desire is in the law of the Lord.
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Rashi [ibid]- A teacher should teach only a "tractate" that he [i.e.-the student] asks of him, as if he will teach
another "tractate," it won't last, as his heard is set on his desire.




E] Conclusion
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“To Serve you in Truth”, Rav Shlomo Levi, pp 70- On one Friday night, during the first years of the Yeshiva’s
existence, we sat after the meal in the Rav Amital’s house, different topics came up in discussion and the rav said his
opinion. After a while, one of the students said that, perhaps, the rav will say a “sicha/sermon.” The rav said: “And
what happened till now? Would you like me to now PUT ON A GARTEL?” In other words, there is
no importance to the “Gartel,” to the “framework”, and you can influence and educate simultaneously, during a
regular conversion....and indeed, in this regard, we heard from him a very sharp and definitive definition: “Giving of
spirituality is like giving physically: just like giving Tzedakah in confidence is the highest degree of Tzedakah, so too
when giving spiritually one should aspire to “giving in confidence.”
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Tractate Sota 36b- “And she caught him by his garment” etc’ = At that moment his father's image came and
appeared to him through the window and said: ‘Joseph, your brothers will have their names inscribed upon the
stones of the ephod and you will be amongst theirs; is it your wish to have your name expunged from amongst
theirs and be called an associate of harlots?’
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Talmud Yerushalmi Horayot 2/5- [Beresheit 49/24] “From the Stone of Yaakov”; Said Rav Avin- he in addition saw
the image of his mother Rachel.
NDIND DIONOND DIO YD 0MYYILINYND NDIND DYNY NON NI -"DINVN NDVY” -1 DJWD/ D PID DHYPW NIOD NJWD
7 INWND
Mishna, Shekalim 5/6- “The chamber of Secret”; those that fear sin would give their [charity] is confidence, and
poor son’s of wonderful people would make ends meet in confidence.
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Rambam’s Code, Laws of Giving to the Poor 10/8- one who gives charity to the poor without knowing to whom he
gave and without the poor person knowing from whom he received. For this is an observance of the mitzvah for its
sake alone. This [type of giving was] exemplified by the secret chamber that existed in the Temple. The righteous
would make donations there in secret and poor people of distinguished lineage would derive their livelihood from
it in secret.




