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Standing Under Mt. Sinai: Consent or Coercion?
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Mishnah Avot 6:2
"...For there is no one as free as he who is engaged in the study of Torah..."
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Shabbat 88a

"And they stood at the foot of the mountain (Ex. 19). Rabbi Avdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said:

This teaches that the Holy One Blessed Be He held the mountain over them like a barrel, and

said, 'If you accept the Torah - good. But if not - here will be your graves..."
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Shabbat 88a
Rabbi Simai expounded: When the Israelites gave precedence to 'We will do' over 'We will
listen,” six hundred thousand ministering angels came and set two crowns upon each man of
Israel, one as a reward for 'We will do,’ and the other as a reward for 'We will listen.” But as
soon as Israel sinned, one million two hundred thousand destroying angels descended and
removed them...

Rabbi Eleazar said: When the Israelites gave precedence to 'We will do' over "'We will listen,’
a Heavenly Voice went forth and exclaimed to them, "Who revealed to My children this
secret, which is employed by the Ministering Angels?
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Mekhilta D'Rebbi Yishmael, Yitro 3

"...And the Lord came from Sinai - to greet Israel as a bridegroom greets his bride..."

"...And they stood - huddled together. This teaches that Israel was frightened from the sounds
of the thunder and lightening. Under the mountain - this teaches that the mountain was
uprooted from its place, and they huddled together and stood under the mountain.... My dove
in the clefts of the rock..."
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Pirke D'Rebbi Eliezer, Chap. 40

"...So to the Holy One Blessed Be He went out like the bridegroom goes to greet the bride

when he greeted them to give them the Torah..."
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Midrash Tanhuma, Ki Tisa 16
"...As it says, When he finished speaking to him. Do not read when he finished, instead read
his bride [Kallah]."



