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I. Source 

a. Devarim 14:1 – Lo sisgodedu 
i. Yevamos 13b – Don’t behave in a way that creates factions among the Jewish community. 

b. What is the issur? 
i. Yevamos 14a  

1. Rav Yochanan and Reish Lakish argue if the prohibition applies between two communities 
2. Abbayei and Rava argue if the prohibition applies between two batei din within one community 

c. What is connection between two layers of interpretation? 
i. Maharal 

ii. Shem Mi’Shmuel  
 

II. Reason for the issur – 
a. Rashi (yevamos 13b) – looks like there are two Torahs 
b. Rambam (hilchos akum 12:14) – eliminate machlokes 
c. Ritva (yevamos 13b) – seems to combine reasons 

 
III. How do we pasken? 

a. Reish Lakish vs. Rav Yochanan 
b. Abbayei vs. Rava 

i. Rif, Rosh, Rabbeinu Yerucham, Meiri, Sefer Ha’Chinuch, Lechem Mishna, Shulchan Aruch – like Rava that only 
applies in one beis din and not between different cities. 

ii. Rambam (hilchos akum 12:14) sounds like he paskens like Abbayei 
1. Kesef Mishna and others ask don’t we follow Rava except ya’al k’gam?  Many answers given for Rambam 

 
IV. Does it apply to minhagim? 

a. Rama: Don’t observe different practices in one city because of lo sisgodedu 
b. Magen Avraham – doesn’t apply to minhagim 

i. Keren Orah and Meishiv Davar – depends on reason for lo sisgodedu. If it is not to appear as two Torahs, doesn’t 
apply to minhag.  If machlokes, it would apply.  

 
V. Applications: 

a. Davening 
i. Meishiv Davar/Rav Moshe – can do opposite quietly but not out loud 

ii. Rav Ben Tzion Abba Shaul zt”l (Orh L’Tzion Vol. III 5:11)  
iii. Teshuvos V’hanhagos 
iv. Chashukei chemed  

b. Tefillin chol ha’moed 
i. Mishna Berura 

ii. R’ Ovadia 
c. Eruv 

i. Mishneh Halachos  
d. Standing Kerias Ha’Torah 

i. Mishneh Halachos 
ii. Rav Moshe 

e. Tachanan at Mincha where it is omitted 
i. Shevet Ha’Levi 

ii. Ohr L’Tziyon 
iii. Mishneh Halachos 

f. Yibum 
i. Rav Ovadia 

g. Haircut during three weeks  
i. Rav Ovadia 

h. Techeiles 
i. Rav Moshe Shternbuch 

i. Yom Tov Sheni 
i. Rav Schachter 
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2. Yevamos 13b 

3. Yevamos 14a 

1. Devarim 14:1 
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5. Shem Mi’Shmuel 

R’ Shmuel Borenstein 
1855-1926 

4. Maharal 
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6. Rashi 

1040-1105 

7. Rambam 
1135-1204 

Hilchos Avodas Kochavim 

8. Kesef Mishna 
R’ Yosef Karo 

9. Ritva 
R’ Yom Tov ben Avraham Asevilli 

1250-1330 

This commandment also includes [a prohibition] against there being two courts which follow 
different customs in a single city, since this can cause great strife. [Because of the similarity in the 
Hebrew roots,] the prohibition against gashing ourselves [can be interpreted] to mean: "Do not 
separate into various different groupings."	

For	it	appears	as	if	
there	are	two	Torahs	
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10. Rama 
R’ Moshe Isserlis 

1520-1572 

11. Magen Avraham 
R’ Avrohom Gambiner 

1633-1683 

In	many	places	they	have	the	custom	to	take	haircuts	until	Rosh	Chodesh	
Iyar…and	those	places	that	have	the	custom	to	take	haircuts	from	Lag	
BaOmer	and	on…and	in	one	city	there	should	not	be	different	groups	
observing	different	customs	because	of	Lo	Sisgodedu	

When	it	comes	to	customs	we	do	not	apply	Lo	Sisgodedu	
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	 12. Meishiv Davar 
Netziv 

R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin 
1816-1893 
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13. Igros Moshe  
R’ Moshe Feinstein 

1895-1986 

14. Rav Moshe 
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15. Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 
R’ Moshe Shternbuch 

16. Chashukei Chemed 
R’ Yitzchak Zilberstein 
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17. Chashukei Chemed 
R’ Yitzchak Zilberstein 
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18. Shut Ohr L’Tziyon 
R’ Ben Zion Abba Shaul 

1924-1998 
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19. Mishna Berura 

R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan 
1839-1933 

20. Mishne Halachos 
Ungvarer Rav 

R’ Menashe Klein 
1924-2011 
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23. Yabia Omer 
R’ Ovadia Yosef 

1920-2013 

21. Shut Ohr L’Tziyon 
R’ Ben Zion Abba Shaul 

1924-1998 

22. Shevet Ha’Levi 
R’ Shmuel Ha’Levi Wosner 

1913-2015 
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	 24. Yechave Da’as 
R’ Ovadia Yosef 

25. Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 
R’ Moshe Shternbuch 
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Before this past Peach I was consulted regarding two interesting 
cases. In the first case, a family was visiting Eretz Yisroel for yom tov. The daughter, a 
student at Columbia, had previously studied in one of the seminaries in Eretz 
Yisroel after high school, and was taught there - in accordance with the classical 
traditional view - that one visiting Eretz Yisroel must observe two days of yom tov. Just 
a few months before Pesach the father had asked his local Orthodox musmach from 
down the block, to whom he asks all of his shailas as well, (who happens not to be a 
practicing pulpit rabbi) and was told that this family should only observe one day 
of yom tov. The question posed was, does it make sense that half of the family observe 
one day yom tov and the other half two days. My thoughts on the matter were as 
follows: the Talmud records that there were many disputes between Beis Hillel and 
Beis Shammai. Whoever was a follower of Beis Shammai had to abide by their 
opinions, and whoever was a follower of Beis Hillel had to abide by their opinions. But 
this is only provided they are together with their own group. If one from Beis Hillel 
was with a group of followers of Beis Shammai, he was not allowed to follow the views 
of Beis Hillel, as this would be a violation of lo tisgodedu, causing it to appear in a very 
noticeable fashion as if the Torah has been split into two Torahs!  Since the family was 
spending the yom tov together, and the majority of the members of the family had 
accepted the psak of their local rabbi, even the daughter should follow that opinion on 
this occasion, and only keep one day. On some other occasion, if the daughter should 
happen to visit Eretz Yisroel again for a yom tov without the rest of the family, she 
ought to follow the psak of her rabbi. 

26. R’ Herschel Schahter 
https://www.torahweb.org/torah/special/2003/rsch_ytsheini.html 
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