7777

The Abraham Arbesfeld

Kollel Yom Rishon

Sunday Morning Learning Program for Men

W WwWW.KOLLELYOMRISHON.ORG

Do We Want Mashiach

Now? Two Models of

Redemption, Then and
Now

Sponsored in memory of Rabbi Simon
Gossel 2”1 (aka Simon Gossels) with the help
of Samuel A. Stern, Esq.

& Rabbi Alex Israel
S Sunday, May 19, 2019 | v"ywn»x




Two Models of Redemption

1. Talmud Sanhedrin 97b
Rab said: All the predestined dates [for redemption] have passed, and

the matter [now] depends only on repentance and good deeds. But
Samuel maintained: it is sufficient for a mourner to keep his [period
of] mourning.2 This matter is disputed by Tannaim: R. Eliezer said: if
Israel repent, they will be redeemed; if not, they will not be
redeemed. R. Joshua said to him, if they do not repent, will they not
be redeemed! But the Holy One, blessed be He, will set up a king over
them, whose decrees shall be as cruel as Haman's, whereby Israel
shall engage in repentance, and he will thus bring them back to the
right path.

Devarim ch.4

When you have begotten children and children’s children and are
long established in the land, should you act wickedly and make for
yourselves a sculptured image in any likeness, causing the Lord your
God displeasure and vexation, 26| call heaven and earth this day to
witness against you that you shall soon perish from the land that you
are crossing the Jordan to possess; you shall not long endure in it, but
shall be utterly wiped out. ?’The Lord will scatter you among the
peoples, and only a scant few of you shall be left among the nations to
which the Lord will drive you. 22There you will serve man-made gods
of wood and stone, that cannot see or hear or eat or smell.

29But if you search there for the Lord your God, you will find Him, if
only you seek Him with all your heart and soul— 3°when you are in
distress because all these things have befallen you and, in the end,
return to the Lord your God and obey Him. 3'For the Lord your God is
a compassionate God: He will not fail you nor will He let you perish;
He will not forget the covenant which He made on oath with your
fathers.

3. Devarim ch.30

When all these things befall you—the blessing and the curse that |
have set before you—and you take them to heart amidst the various
nations to which the Lord your God has banished you, 2and you return
to the Lord your God, and you and your children heed His command
with all your heart and soul, just as | enjoin upon you this day, 3then
the Lord your God will restore your captives and take you back in
mercy. He will bring you together again from all the peoples where
the Lord your God has scattered you. Even if your outcasts are at the
ends of the world, from there the Lord your God will gather you, from
there He will fetch you. >And the Lord your God will bring you to the
land that your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will
make you more prosperous and more numerous than your fathers.
6Then the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the hearts of
your offspring to love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul,
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in order that you may live. ’The Lord your God will inflict all those
curses upon the enemies and foes who persecuted you. 8You,
however, will again heed the Lord and obey all His commandments
that | enjoin upon you this day. °And the Lord your God will grant you
abounding prosperity in all your undertakings, in the issue of your
womb, the offspring of your cattle, and the produce of your soil. For
the Lord will again delight in your well-being, as He did in that of your
fathers, when you heed the Lord your God, keeping His
commandments and laws that are recorded in this book of the
Teaching—once you return to the Lord your God with all your heart
and soul.

4. Vayikra ch.26

But if you do not obey Me and do not observe all these
commandments...

Your land shall become a desolation and your cities a ruin. 33but shall
perish among the nations; and the land of your enemies shall
consume you.

3Those of you who survive shall wallow in their iniquity in the land of
your enemies; more, they shall wallow over the iniquities of their
fathers; *°and they shall confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their
fathers, in that they sinned against Me, yea, were hostile to Me. #!1, in
turn, will be hostile to them and remove them into the land of their
enemies, then at last shall their obdurate heart humble itself, and
they shall atone for their iniquity. **Then will | remember My
covenant with Jacob; | will remember also My covenant with Isaac,
and also My covenant with Abraham; and | will remember the land.
“3For the land shall be forsaken of them, making up for its sabbath
years by being desolate of them, while they atone for their iniquity;
for the abundant reason that they rejected My rules and spurned My
laws. **Yet, even then, when they are in the land of their enemies, |
will not reject them or spurn them so as to destroy them, annulling
My covenant with them: for | the Lord am their God. **I will
remember in their favor the covenant with the “first ones”, whom |
freed from the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their
God: |, the Lord.
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5. Divrei Hayamim Il ch.36

19They burned the House of God and tore down the wall of Jerusalem,
burned down all its mansions, and consigned all its precious objects to
destruction. 2°Those who survived the sword he exiled to Babylon,
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and they became his and his sons’ servants till the rise of the Persian
kingdom, tin fulfillment of the word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah,
until the land paid back its sabbaths; as long as it lay desolate it kept
sabbath, till seventy years were completed.

22And in the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the
Lord spoken by Jeremiah was fulfilled, the Lord roused the spirit of
King Cyrus of Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his realm by
word of mouth and in writing, as follows: 2“Thus said King Cyrus of
Persia: The Lord God of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth, and has charged me with building Him a House in Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. Any one of you of all His people, the Lord his God be
with him and let him go up.”
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7. Rambam. Hilchot Teshuva 7:5
All the prophets commanded [the people] to repent. Israel will only be

redeemed through Teshuvah.

The Torah has already promised that, ultimately, Israel will repent
towards the end of her exile and, immediately, she will be redeemed
as [Deuteronomy 30:1-3] states: “There shall come a time when [you
will experience] all these things... and you will return to God, your
Lord.... God, your Lord, will bring back your [captivity].”

8. Sanhedrin 98a

R. Joshua b. Levi met Elijah standing by the entrance of R. Simeon b. Yohai's
cave ... He then asked him, 'When will the Messiah come?' — 'Go and ask him

himself,' was his reply. 'Where is he sitting?' — 'At the gateway of

Rome.” And by what sign may | recognise him?' — 'He is sitting among the
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them together, whereas he unties and rebandages each separately, thinking,
should | be wanted, [it being time for my appearance as the Messiah] | must
not be delayed [through having to bandage a number of sores].' So he went
to him and greeted him, saying, 'peace upon thee, Master and Teacher.'
'peace upon thee, O son of Levi,' he replied. 'When will you come Master?'
asked he, 'To-day', was his answer. On his returning to Elijah, the latter
enquired, 'What did he say to thee?' .... 'He spoke falsely to me,' he rejoined,
'stating that he would come to-day, but has not.' He [Elijah] answered him,
'This is what he said to thee, “Today, if you will hear his voice”
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R. Johanan also said: The son of David will come only in a generation
that is either altogether righteous or altogether wicked. 'in a
generation that is altogether righteous,' — as it is written, Thy people
also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever.22 'Or
altogether wicked,' — as it is written, And he saw that there was no
man, and wondered that there was no intercessor;3L and it is
[elsewhere] written, For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will
| do it.32

R. Alexandri said: R. Joshua b. Levi pointed out a contradiction. it is
written, in its time [will the Messiah come], whilst it is also written, |
[the Lord] will hasten it!23 — if they are worthy, | will hasten it: if not,
[he will come] at the due time.

R. Alexandri said: R. Joshua opposed two verses: it is written, And
behold, one like the son of man came with the clouds of

heaven3* whilst [elsewhere] it is written, [behold, thy king cometh
unto thee ... ] lowly, and riding upon an ass! — if they are
meritorious, [he will come] with the clouds of heaven; if not, lowly
and riding upon an ass.
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