20th Century Moments that Mattered:
The History of Yom Ha’'Shoah

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg
Boca Raton Synagogue




1. Jewish Agency Executive of the Yishuv
proposes a 3 zfay yeriozf for “alarm, protest and a
call to action” cu[minating on December 2, as a

zfay qf ymyer amffasting‘
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Teshuvos V’ﬂ{anﬁagos V.4
Story of Brisker Rav
R’ Yitzchak Soloveitchik
1886-1959

3. Kinnos on Tisha B’av
Mi Yiten Roshi ‘Mayim
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4. Heichal Yitzchak
R’ Yitzchak Ha'Levi U—ﬁerzog
1888-1959
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5. Rav Yehudah Unterman
1886-1976
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6. Law (f’lsmef
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7. Rav Moshe Feinstein
1895-1986

Spring 0f1982

With regard to the evil decrees which, because of our many sins,
brought death to around six million [Jews] at the hands of the
wicked Hitler and his cohorts, may their names be eradicated, it
would have seemed appropriate to have established some
designated day for fasting and prayer (“eizeh yom kavu’a le-ta’anit
u-leTefila”). You wonder why nothing has yet been done [in this
regard].
Behold, in the kinot which all Jews recite on Tish’a be-Av it is
clear- ly stated why they did not establish a special day for fasting and
mourning (“yom meyuhad le-ta’anit u-leBekhiya™) for the tragedies of
the Crusades. These massacres occurred in all European countries,
where the majority of the Jews lived and where many cities and
villages were destroyed. This [tragedy] is known by the name, “The
Year 1096.” In Palestine, as well, they killed many Jews. [The reason
given for not establishing such a day was] because it is no longer
permitted to establish an additional day for fasting and mourning (“/e-
ta’anit u- leBekhi’). It is therefore necessary to mention these
tragedies in the elegies that are recited on Tish’'a be-Av over the
destruction of the Holy Temple.
For that very same reason one should also not establish a single
spe- cial day for the tragedies that occurred in our time. These are
included among all the tragedies that occurred during the course of
this entire long galut.
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9 ’J\fefesﬁ Ha'Rav
Rav Herschel Schachter on the Rav
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10 ’Mi}minei Ha'Rav
Rav Herschel Schachter on the Rav

11. Tradition 41:2 2008
Rabbi Dr. Jacob 7. Schacter
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12. Rav Moshe Lichtenstein
(Rabbi Soloveitchik’s grandson)
Milin Havivin: Beloved Wods 2

13. Tradition 41:2 2008
Rabbi Dr. Jacob 7. Schacter
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14. Rav Eliezr Melamed
Rosh Yeshiva, Har Beracha

The Knesset established by law "that 27 Nisan is to be observed as Holocaust and Heroism Memorial Day . . . set aside in memory of
the Holocaust which the Nazis and their accomplices wrought upon the Jewish people, and the memory of the acts of valor and

resistance in those days."

"A siren will sound throughout the country for two minutes during which all work will cease and all traffic will halt; memorial services,
public assemblies, and commemorative ceremonies will be held on military bases and in educational institutions; flags on public
buildings will fly at half mast; radio programs and broadcasts will give expression to the uniqueness of the day." The two minutes of

silence are observed at 11:00 a.m., and the ceremonies take place around this time.

However, unlike Israel's Memorial Day for Fallen Soldiers which was approved by the Chief Rabbinate, Holocaust and Heroism

Memorial Day on 27 Nisan was instituted against the will of the rabbinate.

This is because Nisan is traditionally a month of joy, and Jewish law rules (Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chaim 429:2) that throughout the
month of Nisan we do not recite "Tachanun" or "Nefilat Apayim," nor do we establish public fast days or eulogize the deceased at
funerals. Many people customarily refrain from visiting the cemetery during Nisan, and if a person has a Yartzeit (anniversary of a

death) to observe during the month of Nisan, the grave is visited on the last day of Adar (the month preceding Nisan).

In light of this, establishing a memorial day for the victims of the Holocaust in Nisan is obviously inappropriate. Rather, the most fitting
time to establish such a day is on one of the existing fasts commemorating the destruction of the Temple. And indeed, the Chief
Rabbinate chose the fast of the Tenth of Tevet as a general day of sanctification (Kaddish) for martyrs whose date of death is

unknown.

It would appear that, in light of the circumstances, the best way to imbue 27 Nisan with an appropriate character would be to establish
it as a day dedicated to the promotion of the "Jewish family." Certainly the last request of the six million Holocaust martyrs must have
been that the Jewish people should persevere and thrive, that the tremendous suffering endured by our nation for so many
generations should not have been in vain, that every remaining Jew should strive to marry, reproduce, and preserve our Jewish

heritage, in keeping with the verse, "The more that they oppressed them, the more they multiplied and spread" (Exodus 1:12).

It is therefore fitting that on this day public figures should work to come up with ways to support Jewish marriage and birth, and

teachers should discuss our great responsibility to preserve and increase the Jewish people.

When the siren is sounded on Holocaust and Heroism Memorial Day, we can think about ways to nurture the growth of the Jewish
people on behalf of the dead. By doing this we will avoid any expression of mourning or memorializing the deceased; we will instead
be giving expression to the sort of revival and rebirth appropriate in the month of Nisan. In addition, such thoughts will not constitute a
waste of Torah study time. Nonetheless, even if a person chooses not to dwell upon such matters, he should not behave differently

than the general public.

May the Almighty speedily restore God-fearing judges to Israel so that they be able to decide when and how to commemorate the

memory of the Holocaust martyrs.
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16. Sheeilas Shlomo
R’ Shlomo Aviner
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17 The Jewish Observer, 1977
R’ Yitzchak Hutner
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