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(6) (Robert Alter. Art of Biblical Narrative (2nd Edition). New York, NY, USA: Basic
Books, 2011, pp. 137—38) It is in the account of the attempted sexual assault, however,
that the verbatim repetition of whole phrases and clauses becomes crucial to the story. . .
Because she uses precisely the same series of phrases in her speech (verses 14— 15) that
had been used twice just before by the narrator (verses 12— 13) but reverses their order,
so that her calling out now precedes Joseph’s flight, the blatancy of her lie is forcefully
conveyed without commentary. That blatancy is even more sharply focused through the
change of a single word in one phrase she repeats from the preceding narration. . . In the
version of Potiphar’s wife, the incriminating beyadah, “in her hand,” of verses 12 and 13,
is quietly transformed in verse 15 into ’etz/i, “by me,” so that Joseph will appear to have
disrobed quite voluntarily as a preliminary to rape.
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(10) Robert Alter, Art of Biblical Narrative (2nd Edition). New York, NY, USA:
Basic Books, 2011, pp. 137—39) Her story to the household servants cleverly enlists
their sympathies against the foreigner who constitutes a sexual threat and an insult to
them all (he has been brought “to play with/dally with/mock us” in the pun of letzaheq
banu) and 1s meant to incite them against the husband who has introduced this dangerous
alien presence in their midst. .. When she finally speaks to her husband, her virtual
repetition is once more a studied rearrangement of phrases. This lady . . . here shows
herself a subtle mistress of syntactic equivocation. In her words to the servants, the
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husband had unambiguously brought the Hebrew “to play with us.” When she repeats the
whole short clause in direct address to her husband, she places it so that it could be read
in two ways: “the slave came to me— the one you brought us— to play with me”; or,
“the slave came to me, the one you brought us to play with me.” . . . The second reading
obviously would be a sharp rebuke to the husband, suggesting that he had perversely
invited trouble by introducing such a sexual menace into the household, but the wife is
cunning enough to word the accusation in such a way that he will be left the choice of
taking it as a direct rebuke or as only an implicit and mild one. . .

LA DO ORI D2V D - 972V WOR 117 X227 IRD OVDY - 70 2100 ¥P pup w2 'ann (11)
INDY KDY ,0023191 277107 7 0NN 1P° KDY ,(22 2 12772) 07 RO 723N %0 O Nk 2R 1991 R
1. L 12 PAXOW 12 IR L TAN TR0 IRWYY 272V 130°22 R079 VI 1AV WY 38 L,000R 1991 .a0°22
D1°1°Y2A WP TN°T QN°22 IR 9D L1172 IN2T WK oV

72V YR X2 197,210192 W1 NIDN0A MIXIPA 7271 . . . - 720D By L33 nowRaa L1 any
.. (102 129) "2 prxh 1Y NRAT WK M

A URNN Ds,—“pxa nx Pm W/ﬂ NNT ’W’bWU ah o} L']OT’ D,‘;‘?& 1?3}{’1_ (ﬂ’) 2% PIB L NRWRA2 80 (12)
DTN NN (9) D203 T12¥7 1Y X027 107 DOX) DIV2WnR NP3 0N TN DN DX 0°32 DX (1)

12 37371 W12 XN 07X PP 78 N2 (VD). .. 12 3WYN NN K21 07727 RN V2R 02N Topa
WPIT TONT 0NN DAR 012 °3 VIR NNTR PINT 2JT8 WORT IR MR (39) ... InR? OOR NPT 22 DX
DRN D°12 °2 DOX D237 K2 °2 AYTRY *28 T0pT 0°IX NX QT (72) 23321 1M 0°032 112y 1YY DX
OIQR PRI DX 097 10K 01K DY

YW 75 212W5 °151 1272 12 IW - 10N YIRS DRI - 79 210D an pap nowRaa 1'ann (13)
021X 12 1K 191 .001Y °12 720 RY NRY Y917 20NN 1°7 T D102 00,0012 anR 1YWY R
JIWAR 0RN XY 3I0KA 12 17747 R ,NR 117 TR
NIIPY 021X 7710 INPANW 1AYYY L2107 119°0 K71 ,1700N0 PIRT IR 901 057 IAKRY 190N
©57,1220N ,19100 202 °"W . . .0D30WA DAN 209 WK 9D 227770/2] 23 ] 092 PR XYY RN
PIW ROR 1K ROW 73172 19 277 8O AR .KRO0APID IR 2°22010 2w BV 2°mM0) 1700 P
QW) 7NIX 1707 ,MA0Y 1AW (72 2°¥D) 19 WD K91, 7N ON¥ID 92 MWD PIRT 21207 2RI
(%2 P10D

1977 777 92 ROX 19 02 MR X2 A0 19000 PIRT DR 79 210D 21 PN8 NUWRN2 Y unNpn
7712 DR AN TPWIW 7D DAXYA IR

IN°2T IR N2WT DR PIORY 199 WK 0701 (2) (7IN2 722 2¥717) (X)) -3 paD nowRas o (14)

VPR 2 TYD TV AKRY AT PR R (3) (29K Lyn 17 1720 12y 070aR DO9R MK D8N
IR 029 TV UORY 70337 0% onvg an? PRI MR (V) ... DIAR 02°X RD2 010 RN XD KRG
TPRT 0027799 ¥ 99 7301 IR 027 ¥ 00 02°aR TV MR N7 17 WORD ORY IRY 10K (1)
D°MIR NN 377707 MR 3 VI VI

WWW.MIDRESHETY OMRISHON.ORG
A project of Yeshiva University Center for the Jewish Future — Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary




N2RINT L(T 31 1252) 1ONT2I121 12 WORT PR IRY 197 - 72 210D an P nwRaa 1'ana (15)
Rahigeiiy)

DX 92 177371 ,NIRTY QNN PR MY NRR2 02 XD 032 AR L1I01 TOR WOR 032 1199 17 170K WK IN
TR WOR 12 MR 21K WY 221 1Y IRY .ANK 71 VIR 22°0F PRR 03 LOR TV 097 w1 aR) 1 02°aN
DRW 1R (V0 7 1972) AT IARW 34 RITY IR AR Y J0RM 00 1TV 0,010 (VI PR R
719°02 IR JWYA2 ¥R 0727 MAIPAR 191 LK IR 2R 297 W7 NRY 1972V DX

N 137 29 271 991 R0 12 1N 0N N 02 AR TN 1 (1) -3 279 nwR2 e (16)
R RIX AQ°7 1KN 73 (1°) KD 0N 2197 938 AR TARD 701 PR MY (T0) DK 17103 WK YT 0D
11X 07272 AT TN AN IR VT YWH? RIRY A0YY 903 7Y °2 DORYM) TON YYD K

127,130 AR 1017 2107 IX TPAR MRY 017 DR 11X R 1O (2 A By 12 Ma) 'ana (17)
DX 777° X21 1°39 RW° 2 ,1°97 01 DX NIX? 1NN 07°aR 19 120°W 2572 2RI 70 010 1Iva 2py° v
:0°727 0292 N17272 197037 X1 71902 1°7 81,1027

WWW.MIDRESHETY OMRISHON.ORG
A project of Yeshiva University Center for the Jewish Future — Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary




