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(1) Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh. For I have hardened his heart and the hearts of
his courtiers, in order that I may display these My signs among them, (2) and that you may recount in
the hearing of your sons and of your sons’ sons how I made a mockery of the Egyptians and how I
displayed My signs among them—in order that you may know that I am the LORD.” (3) So Moses and
Aaron went to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, the G-d of the Hebrews, ‘How long will
you refuse to humble yourself before Me? Let My people go that they may worship Me. (4) For if you
refuse to let My people go, tomorrow I will bring locusts on your territory. (5) They shall cover the
surface of the land, so that no one will be able to see the land. They shall devour the surviving
remnant that was left to you after the hail; and they shall eat away all your trees that grow in the
field. (6) Moreover, they shall fill your palaces and the houses of all your courtiers and of all the
Egyptians—something that neither your fathers nor fathers’ fathers have seen from the day they
appeared on earth to this day.”” With that he turned and left Pharaoh’s presence. (7) Pharaoh’s
courtiers said to him, “How long shall this one be a snare to us? Let the men go to worship the LORD
their G-d! Are you not yet aware that Egypt is lost?... (14) Locusts invaded all the land of Egypt and
settled within all the territory of Egypt in a thick mass; never before had there been so many, nor will
there ever be so many again. (15) They hid all the land from view, and the land was darkened; and
they ate up all the grasses of the field and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left, so that
nothing green was left, of tree or grass of the field, in all the land of Egypt.
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(7) But the Israelites were fertile and prolific; they multiplied and increased very greatly, so that the
land was filled with them. (8) A new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. (9) And he said
to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are much too numerous for us. (10) Let us deal shrewdly with
them, so that they may not increase; otherwise in the event of war they may join our enemies in
fighting against us and rise from the ground.” (11) So they set taskmasters over them to oppress them
with forced labor; and they built garrison cities for Pharaoh: Pithom and Raamses. (12) But the more
they were oppressed, the more they increased and spread out, so that the [Egyptians] came to dread
the Israelites.
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(7) Be fertile, then, and increase; abound on the earth and increase on it.”
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(43) You shall not draw abomination upon yourselves through anything that swarms; you shall not
make yourselves unclean therewith and thus become unclean.
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(8) Moab was alarmed because that people was so numerous. Moab dreaded the Israelites,
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(5) sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor in Pethor, which is by the Euphrates, in the land of his

kinsfolk, to invite him, saying, “There is a people that came out of Egypt; it hides the earth from view,
and it is settled next to me.

7. The bottom half of a cartoon published by Das Kleine Blatt in 1939 Das Kleine Blatt
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