THICAL BELIEFS
‘ UNK POPULAR MY
EXPLORE. PRS- ANEA[()JEEA MINHAG AND JEWISH TRADITION

IN THE REALM OF HA

Februaryé ........ THE TIMES OF ONE'S LIFE: Lifecycle f lyths
February 13 ... BECAUSE RITE ISN'T ALWAYS RIGHT: Ritual Myths
February 27 ... NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS: Calendar and Holiday Myths
Marcheé ............ NEW FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Mealti

March 13...........THESE ARE THINGS OF THE PAST :

e Myths

vish History Myths

-“Mezonos bread”- Covering Mirrors in a House of Mourning - Pregnant Women in Cemeteries
- Checking Mezuzos and Tefi/lin - Fasting Before Bar Mitzvah - Shape of the Luchos
-Wearing a Watch with Tefillin - Burial of One with a Tattoo - Food that Came from a House of Mourning
* Sheva Brachos meals - Shabbos Preceding a Yahrtzeit - Using Keilim Before Being Toiveled
- Reciting One’s Own Kiddush - Mishloach Manos Menus - Seeing Stars Through the Schach
- Eliyahu Hanavi’s Seder Visits
-.and more...

MONDAY NIGHTS + 8:15 PM
Rabbi Larry Rothwachs
Congregation Beth Aaron, Teaneck, NJ
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THESE ARE THE TIMES

OF OUR LIVES:

LIFECYCLE MYTHS
yazna

MISASKIM




DISCLAIMERS:

* These presentations are not intended to be
extensive/comprehensive

* Not seeking to generate skepticism or distrust

* Generally, we are a well-educated community and we
know what we are doing and why we are doing it...

* Don't change what vyou are doing without
consultation

* Most of the things that we will see should have no
n"i...







Earliest records of a bris taking
place in shul:
« 11" century

Reasons why a bris should take

place in a shul:
« A fulfilment of the piva: 1%
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So there will be separation
between the genders - more
fitting for 80230 1ON




Reasons why a bris should take place in a house:
* SO 1N?NX can visit home
» The blessing and nwiT of the bris should be
vavn on the home
 From nnnv M>v p. 506
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Reason why a bris should not take place in a shul:
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(NECESSARILY) IN SHUL
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OF HIS WIFE
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BAR/BAT MIT.
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REACHING AGE OF

BAR/BAT MITZVAH



MITZVAH
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BEFORE THE WEDDING



Gemara: NONE

Rishonim: NONE

Shulchan Aruch: NONE

The Book of Chabad-Lubavitch Customs (1994) p.
174: “For a week before their wedding the bride
and groom refrain from meeting, even by day.”
The Laws of Niddah, Rav Binyomin Forst (2002) p.
458 - “The custom has developed that a chasan
and kallah do not see each other during the week
preceding the wedding.”

Rabbi Forst (ibid): “Although this custom is not
halachah, and has no early source in the poskim,
it is a good custom because it gives the chasan
and kallah an opportunity to be alone and to
reflect upon the profound changes that are
about to take place in their lives.”

Nn"1 — pictures before wedding..
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Rabbi Dr. Avi Zivotofsky, OU.org

Sova Semachot (1, n. 7, cited in Sefer
Hanissuin Kehilchatam, p. 470, n. 15)
concludes, “...if it appears that organizing
daily sheva berachot [meals] is a burden on
the chatan and kallah, they should conduct
themselves [in a way] that it does not
become burdensome to them.” If having
daily meals is affordable, both financially
and emotionally, and it does not present
any undue hardships to the couple, it is a
commendable custom; if it is not, then it is
unnecessary.
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DAY DURING THE WEEK
FOLLOWING A WEDDING
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THETERUSALEM POST

The Jerusalem Post Magazine (“In the Flesh,” by Malina Sarah Saval,
March 21, 2003, 12-13): “True, in past generations rabbis responded to
the biblical injunction by denying the tattooed a taharah [purification]—
the traditional cleansing and preparation of a Jewish body for burial.
However, in today’s predominantly secular society, where tattoos are

usually acquired for decorative and not idolatrous reasons, that sanction
has been unofficially lifted.”

THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO EVIDENCE
OF THIS WHATSOEVER



How did this myth begin?
* Association between tattoos and idolatry, creating the impression
that tattoos are uniquely abhorrent
* Traditionally, burial societies would maintain separate sections for
different types of people.
 Additionally, there were certain communities which denied
cremated individuals their right to Jewish burial.

Perhaps these factors led to the promulgation of this myth.
(**Ironically, there are reports of those who had tattoos and

therefore chose to be cremated, rather than be buried in a non-
Jewish cemetery ?2"...)
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HOUSE OF MOURNING
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« Some say that this does not apply to food

» Others say this only applies to taking from the actual
room in which the niffar died.

 Others say that there I1s no basis for this custom
whatsoever and there are no restrictions at all.



Of particular concern, when there is an abundance of food:
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HOUSE OF MOURNING



OBSERVANCE OF SHIVA



FROM THE GABBAI'S HANDBOOK

ORDER OF PRECEDENCE FOR RECEIVING AN ALIYAH:
« Chosson on the day of his wedding
« Chosson on the Shabbos immediately preceding his wedding
« One who became a bar mitzvah that week
 New father on the first Shabbos that his wife comes to shul
« Chosson on the first Shabbos after his wedding
« One who is observing a yahrzeit for a parent on that day
* New father on the Shabbos preceding the bris
« One who is observing a yahrzeit for a parent in the coming week
« Ba'al tokeah and ba’'al mussaf on Rosh Hashana
« Mohel and sandek on day of bris
« One who needs to recite birchas hagomel
 One who is preparing to go on a long journey or one who has just
returned from a long journey
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RITUAL MYTHS





