Great Rabbinic Debates: Outreach and Shabbos Invitations

1. Rambam (12th century Spain/Egypt), Sefer haMitzvos, Positive Commandment 3
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We have already explained that this mitzvah also includes calling out to mankind to serve G-d (exalted be
He) and to believe in Him. This is because when you love a person, for example, you praise him and call
out to others to draw close to him. So too, if you truly love G-d — through your understanding and
realization of His true existence — you will certainly spread this true knowledge that you know to the
ignorant and the foolish.

2. Vayikra 19:14
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You shall not curse a deaf person. You shall not place a stumbling block before a blind person, and you
shall fear your G-d. I am the L-rd.

3. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 6b
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From where is it derived that a person may not extend a cup of wine to a nazirite, and that he may not
extend a limb severed from a living animal to descendants of Noah? The verse states: “And you shall not
put a stumbling block before the blind” (Vayikra 19:14). But here [in both cases], if one does not give it to
him, he can take it himself, and [yet the one who provides it to him] transgresses: “You shall not put a
stumbling block before the blind.” Here we are dealing with a case where they are standing on the two
sides of a river. [The language of the baraisa] is also precise, as it teaches: [A person] may not extend, and

it does not teach: One may not give.

4. Rabbeinu Nissim (14th century Spain), Avodah Zarah 1b (5">977527)
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..Nevertheless, [giving] is still forbidden by the Sages, for he is obligated to prevent him from prohibited
activity, and how can one assist those who commit violations?

5. Tosafos (12th century France), Shabbos 3a
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Even where the sinner could take it himself - although it was not in his hand yet - such that that one does
not violate lifnei iver... a rabbinic prohibition remains, for one must separate him from violation.

6. Rambam (12th century Spain/Egypt), Sefer haMitzvos, Prohibition 299
JINIR 2207 IR 772V DY MW N
One who helps [the committing of] a transgression, or causes it.

7. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20th century USA), Igros Moshe, Orach Chaim 1:98
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e It is forbidden to organize a youth minyan if they will come by car, even for children under the age
of bar/bat mitzvah.
e [s teaching them how to pray more important than educating them in the mitzvah of Shabbos?
This is not educating in mitzvos, but the opposite, G-d forbid!



8. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20th century USA), Igros Moshe, Orach Chaim 1:99
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Question: Is it prohibited to invite people to pray in a synagogue on Shabbos if it is known that they will
come by car?
e [tis definitely prohibited.
e This is worse than v °19%; it is n°0n (encouraging a person to sin)!

9. Rabbi Shmuel Wosner (20th century Israel), Shevet haLevi 8:256
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Invitations are being sent out to the community, which includes those who are not Torah-observant,,
inviting them to join a celebration taking place on Shabbos:

e [tis known that non-observant Jews will desecrate Shabbos and drive to the celebration.

e [t doesn't matter if the host is transgressing a biblical law (by placing a stumbling block before the
blind) or the rabbinic law of ¥o»n (aiding and abetting a Jew to transgress), this whole action is a
desecration of G-d’s name and allows for more transgression to occur.

e Invitations should not be sent - or, at the very least, the host should write a disclaimer encouraging
guests to come on foot.

10.Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson (20th century USA), Likutei Sichos vol. 34 p. 313
“Do not cancel the public classes on Friday night because of the worry maybe someone will drive, rather
since he knows people will drive, he should figure out a way to teach them the prohibition about it, and
encourage them to stop desecrating the Shabbat.”

“[As to] how to remedy what occurred on Simchat Torah, that among the participants in the Hakafot of
Yeshiva Ohalei Yosef Yitzchak were individuals who came by car. The remedy is simple, and it is
astonishing that it was not carried out this year - viz., several days before the holiday notices should be
placed in newspapers... [stating] that it is definitely obvious and well known that it is forbidden to travel
by car on the Sabbath and on holidays, and that it is paradoxical to participate in a Torah event in a
manner antithetical to the Torah.”

11.Rabbi Moshe Shternbuch (20th-21st century Israel), Teshuvos v’'Hanhagos 1:358
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Question: May a ba’al teshuvah invite his parents for a Shabbos meal if it is known that they will return
home by car?
e Lifnei iver is only when the intent is to cause one to stumble.
e Ifitis for their benefit, it is not considered a stumbling block.

o Just as a surgeon is not called one who injures his fellow, here too, [the son’s] intention is
not to cause harm or provide unsound advice. Rather, his hope is to guide them and to bring
them close to the true path.

o The son should be careful to constantly remind the parents of the severity of Shabbos desecration,
and of the sweetness of Shabbos observance.



12.Rabbi Akiva Eiger (18th century Poland), Commentary to Yoreh Deah 181:6
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[Question: May a woman cut a man’s sideburns if he will otherwise remove them himself?]
e If she would not have cut his hair, he would have cut it himself, and he would be in violation of two
prohibitions, to remove the hair and to have it removed.

13.Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (20th century Israel), Minchas Shlomo 1:35
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These are my thoughts concerning the case of a person is visited by a distinguished guest who does not
observe Torah and mitzvot, but still harbors a love of Torah-true Jews, and also supports Torah
institutions, etc. whom the host knows will not make a blessing on his own over the food. Moreover, if the
host asks his guest — even in a dignified manner - to wash his hands and recite a blessing, the guest will
perceive the request as an affront and an insult to his honor, and will become very annoyed. Yet, on the
other hand, if on account of the prohibition against giving food to someone who will not wash and
pronounce a blessing, a host does not conduct himself with the common courtesy of offering his guest
something to eat and drink, it is possible that the guest will, Heaven forfend, become even more distant
from Torah. Moreover, as a result, he may become angry and hateful towards all those who walk in the
Torah's ways. In such circumstances, [ believe that, in truth, it is proper for the host to honor the guest
with food and drink.

The host need not concern himself with the prohibition of Lifnei Iver. For although we do not instruct a
person to commit a minor violation so as to save others from a major prohibition... Nevertheless, this
case is unique, since the only prohibition preventing the host from honoring his guest with food and drink
is the potential sin of “placing a stumbling block before him.” But a host does not honor his guest with
food and drink will cause the guest to commit an even greater violation! Accordingly, by honoring the
guest with food and drink, the host commits no violation - since in extending the food and drink, he is not
placing a stumbling block before the guest. On the contrary, by actively placing a smaller stumbling block
before him, the host is saving the guest from a very great stumbling block.

14.Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (20th century Israel), Minchas Shlomo 2:4:10
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It is permissible to invite an individual who lives at a distance from the prayer service's location, as long
as he is offered a place to stay over Shabbos that is within walking distance of the prayer service. Once the
offer is made, even if the individual declines the offer, it is not necessary to tell him to refrain from
attending the prayer service. Moreover, it is not necessary to tell him that he may not arrive by car.

15.Mishnah, Sheviis 5:9
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A woman may lend her friend who is suspected of violating Shemitah, a sifter, sieve, mill or oven, but she
may neither sift nor grind with her... one may not strengthen the hands of sinners. All that we permit is
only to promote peace.



