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7apn We need to exercise one particular faculty of the human psyche: the
power to discern and discriminate and distinguish between the real and the fic-
tional, the genuine and the artificial, right and wrong, licit ang tHicit, In o word,

we need Havdglah. When we recite this prayer, we bless God who distinguishes

between sacred and profane, light and dark, Israel and the nations, Sabbath
and weekday. Jewish practice calls for us to recite this Havdalah on Saturday
nights and at the end of holidays, not only over a cup of wine, but also during
the ‘Amidah of the evening prayer which marks the transition from holy day to
weekday. And the Talmud requires that the Havdalah be recited specifically in
the blessing which begins “Atah honen le-adam daat,’ the blessing in which we
pray to the Almighty for the gift of wisdom and knowledge and understanding.
The Rabbis explain the relevance of wisdom to Havdalah: “im ein daal,
havdalah minayin, if there is no knowledge, whence the ability to distin-
guish?” The ability to discern between values, to discriminate and to distin-
guish between competing. claimg, and therefore the ability to emerge whole
from the manifold confusions that reign in life, requires dgaf — special insight
and the gift of intellect. '
'This holds true especially for those who live in both worlds — that of Torah
and that of mada’, the secular cultures of our times. For those involved in
this great mission, the dictum of the Rabbis, im ein daat, havdalah minayin,
is particularly meaningful. To straddle both worlds makes one subject to the
danger of confusion between two realms. Straddlers most need the special
divine gift of da'at or knowledge and insight, in order to be able to perforr

havdalah, always distinguishing carefully between the light and the dark. They
must feel keenly the summons to wisdom, to know what separates the holy
and the profane. .

As Kohelet put it, “It is good to hold on to the one thing and not lose hold
of the other, for a man who fears God will succeed in both ways” (Ecclesiastes
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P, The minhag is to wrap the matzab
that we put away for afikoman (Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chaim 473:6). Rav Chaim
Soloyeiechik (see Moadim Uzmanim

7:188) explained the halachic basis for
this minhag. According ro most Rishanim,

also must be guarded from tumab at all
rimes, was transported over a person’s
shoulder while being positioned behind
him, it is disqualified due to a lack of
shemirah., Therefore, during the seder,
the meat of the Korban Pesach must have

the afikoman is a zecher to the Kachen
Pesach eaten at the end of the meal, and
we therefore treat this matzab as if it were
a korban (see noS5 13t 10K, p. 200).
Rav_Chaim pointed out that a
korban requires constant shemirah, and
it becomes invalid through hesech ha-
da’as (diversion of attentidn) because of
the possibility that the korban became
tamei (Pesachim 34a). The Mishnah
in Parah (7:5) teaches that if a bar-
rel of mei chatas (water to which ashes

of parah adumah will be added), which

been wrapped and placed in a guarded
location until che time of its consump-

rion.

“The minhag thus developed, out of
a similar concern of tumah and hesech
bhada'as, that the afikoman matzah
should be wrapped and kept under one’s
pillow or tablecloch unril it is eaten dur-
ing Tzafun, which literally means “hid-
den.” Therefore, if the children “steal”
the afiké7an, they should be careful not
to place it in an exposed location, but

racher in 2 secure one-
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PR K1 T Pei — What does the wicked son say?
Defanging the Rasha

Everyone is very familiar with the Haggadah'’s response to the wicked
son, which is all the more reason for us to try and understand it. What is the
meaning of “blunting his teeth"? Apart from explaining this specific phrase,
we need to establish in a general sense what the goal is behind the approach
that we are taking with this child.

Moreover, perhaps we relate to the harsh response to the wicked child because we
imagine him to be someone else’s child. After all, very often the question of whether a
chj{_d_is evil or just misunderstood depends on whether we are talking about my child

————

or my nel hbor's. However, we must remember that this is the response that the
Haggadah instructs the child’s own father to give him! How can a father be so abrupt
and condemning with his child? He hears the child say he is not interested, and re-
sponds by telling him that he wouldr't have been redeemed! Doesn't the father have
an obligation to at least try to encourage his child to be better?

We have aiready mentioned the introductory comment of Rabbi Yaakov
Emden that the Torah has given responses to each of the four sons in order to
bring them closer to Torah. How does this express itself with the wicked son?

One of the primary rules of raising children is that a parent can never lose
faij;h in his child. Even if the child says or does things that are objectionable, the
parent cannot make the mistake of identifying the child with his words or deeds.
Were he to do this, the result would be to consider the child to be fundamentally

* Aawed or bad, in which case there would be no way to work towards improving
things. Rather, the parent needs to consider the bad behavior to be the product

i of other factors, such as exposure to bad influences, lack of appreciation for the

issues at hand, or perhaps just mere curiosity as to how the parents will react.

In this regard, the “teeth” are used by the Sages as a representation of the
external expression of speech. When the parent is told to “blunt his child’s
teeth,” it means that he is not to define the child Based on the objectionablg
question coming out of T mouth. Rather, he must reach past that to the

chi‘ldﬂinsi‘:_ie, whom he knows to be gog-gl.‘”

“it is fascinating to note that the umerical value of the word yun in Hebrew
is 570. The value of the word mw is 366. When one knocks out the teeth of the
wicked son, he is knocking out 366 from 570, and when he does he will find
that the result is 204, which is the numerical value of the word 1 — a righ-
teous person. That is the one the parent is looking to deal with, for his son is

indeed a good child; all he needs to do is to get past the fangs.”

#432 P.O0O7
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TRIEwill further resolve for us a question which has puzzled many. The parent
responds: “It is for the sake of this that Hashem did for me — for me and not for
him, had he been there he would not have been redeemed.” Why is the parent ad-
dressing his child in the third person? He should be saying “for me and not for you!”

In light of our comment, the matter is understood. A parent can never tell
his child “you would not have been redeemed.” Rather, the parent needs to
apprise his child of the consequences of such a statement for whomever it
was that he heard it from. “That person would not have been redeemed. You,
my__c_}Li‘lnchIl,rshould learn from the experience of others that negative attitudes
can often beget negative consequences, and perhaps then you may reconsid-
er which path you wish to take, for you are better than that”

In this vein, Rabbi Avrohom Gurwitz explains the idea of “blunting his
teeth” based on a comment of the Rambam in his commentary to the Mish-
nah in Negayim.* There, the Mishnah states regarding a certain case, Jwnr ™
nnp — and Rabbi Yehoshua refrained. The Rambam explains: “The meaning of
the word nnp is that he recoiled from this ruling and distanced himself from
it. This word derives from the verse® mw nvipn, which refers to a situation

where the teeth recoil from chewing and swallowing something.”

The rasha son has a harmful idea between his teeth. The task of the parent is to
make him aware of the destructive consequences of this idea, and thus to “blunt
his teeth” and prevent them from chewing and swallowing it. The goal of the re-
sponse is to try and encourage him to spit it out while it is still in his mouth.

Perhaps we may add that this positive approach towards the Wicked son is
actually contained within the first half of the verse, which states:1125 nmam
AmxY xrn ova — And you shall tell your son on that day saying. The two verbs
used in the verse have very different connotations. mmn implies a harsh mes-
sage, whereas 1mx connotes a more encouraging message.* When it comes
to this son, one must indeed respond to him with nmm — apprising him of
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the harsh consequences of the view he is espousing. Ultimately, however. the
goal OF thIS Tasponse must be x> — with a view to encourage him.
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" exposition. The plain sense of the words Arami oved avi is “My father was

GO [to the verse] AND LEARN WHAT LABAN THE ARAMEAN
SOUGHT TO DO TO OUR FATHER JACOB e
As commentators have noted, this is a strange passage with which to begin the:

wandering Aramean” (meaning Abraham, according to Rashbam; or Jacob,
according to Ibn Ezra and Sforno). The interpretation of the Haggada — "An
Aramean sought my father’s death” - is not the plain sense. Then there is no clea
evidence in the Torah that Laban did try to destroy Jacob. He pursued him, an
God appeared to him at night, telling him to do Jacob no harm, but we are not:

told what his intentions were. Most significantly, the interpretation seems to
cut across the whole theme of the Haggada, which is about slavery in Egypt. It
is strange indeed to begin by saying that what Pharaoh did was bad, but Laban
was worse. However, Rabbi Z. H. Ferber offered the following explanation.

The sun and the wind were once arguing as to which was stronger. The sun
said, "I am stronger, because I give light and warmth to the whole world.” The
wind said, “I am stronger, because nothing can stand in my way” Just then a
farmer began plowing his field. The sun said to the wind, “Let us settle the mat-
ter once and for all. Let us see which of us can remove the jacket from the man.
That will prove which is the stronger.” The wind accepted the challenge and
began to blow. But the harder it blew, the more tightly the farmer clung to his
jacket, until the wind gave up, exhausted. Then the sun began to shine. As soon
as the farmer felt its heat, he took his jacket off. Warmth is more powerful than
wind
So it was in Jsrael. Pharaoh and his people afflicted the Israelites, but “The
mote they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread” (Ex. 112.).
Laban did not afflict Jacob. To the contrary, while he was with Laban, Jacob
grew rich. The danger wag that he would remain with Laban and forget who
he was. So it has been throughout Jewish history. The more Jews suffered, the
more they, prayed, studied, and kept the commands. The Earadox is that the
danger to Jewish continuity has been not slavery and suffering, but affluence and
freedom.

So Moses warned at the end of his life: “Be careful that you do not forget the
Lorp your God.... Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build
fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and
your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will
become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” (Deut. 8:11-14).

Interpreted this way the passage contains a powerful message: Do not think
that the story of Pesah ends with the Exodus. It only begins there. It is one

Hipz fo believe in God when you need His help. 1t1S ahother when you have -
g\—n‘xm, 110 less than sIavery, can mhake us forget who we

aiready received I
are and why.
e ——
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How much more so do we owe thanks
for the multiple favors

<~

An integral part of the Seder is recognizing, comprehending, and dissecting
all the nuances of Hashem's benevolence to us. If we understand this
clearly, then Dayeinu becomes much more than just a musical interlude
in the recitation of the Haggadah.

E THANK Hashem for the favors that are kefulah u'mechupeles”

Why is this expression repeated - “kefulah,” which literally
means ‘doubled,” and “wmechupeles,” which means essentially the
same thing?

A person who puts effort into comprehending how many
chassadim (benevolent acts) Hashem has performed for him will
come to realize that those chassadim are double what they seemed
to be at first glance, so that he now understands that he did not just

receive an ordinary tovah (benefit), but a tovah kefulah, a double.

tovah. Even at that point, he should not think he has fulfilled his
obligation of recognizing and acknowledging all the good Hashem
has done for him, for the kefulah is itself mechupeles. The chessed he
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thought was double is, itself, doubled many times over.
be a geometric progression in his reco nition o .

The more we contemplate the chasdei Hashem that we gxperience
every day, the more chassadim we notice, untl we finally realize there
is n6 end fo themn. Even one who has a concept of Hashem’s goodness
and thinks to himself, “az er hut dus arois” — I now understand it
- clearly, eventually realizes that he hasn’t begun to comprehend how

much Hashem has done for him.
This, truthfully, is a large part of what our avodah at th er

 is all about, It is not enough to simply recount that Hashem took
us from slavery to freedom. We must, instead, reflect upon all the

details and aspects of Hashern's goodness, dissecting each fovah in
order to realize that whatever we have managed to understand is only
the_b’e_gir}ging. This is the true purpose of saying all the stanzas of
“Dayeinu” specifying the tovos and chassadim that Hashem bestowed
upon us during Yetzias Mitzrayim and its aftermath. As an integral
part of the Seder, we carefully contemplate each and every one of the
tovos mentioned, until we recognize that there is no limit to chasde;
Hashem.

Hakoras hatov is commonly translated as gratitude, but this is
inaccurate. The correct translation is derkenen dem tovah - to know
and to understand the tovah received. On the Seder night, we endeavor
to better understand and appreciate every tovah Hashem did for
us; conternplating the true magnitude of each fovah by breaking it
down into its component parts, and then dissecting it further, yntil
we appreciate al] the elements of chessed contained within it. This
process enables us to feel true hakoras hatov, and we are then able to
declare, “Tovah kefulah wmechupeles la’Makom aleinu”

b

There should

~

The necessity of recognizing the countless chassadim Hashem

performs for us and thanking Him separately for each of them, is
brought out in the following Gemara:

“The Rabbis taught: If there are many mitzvos waiting to be performed,
a person only needs to say one berachah which will cover all of them,
‘Baruch ... asher kidshanu ... al ha'mitzvos.’ However, R’ Yehudah said,
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