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What May a Non-Jew Do For Me on Shabbos?

Reason for the Prohibition:
1. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Shabbos 6:1
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It is forbidden for us to tell a gentile to perform work on the Sabbath on our behalf, although they are not
commanded [to observe] the Sabbath. [This applies] even when the instructions were conveyed to them before
the Sabbath and we do not require [the products of] their work until after the Sabbath.
This is forbidden as a Rabbinic prohibition to prevent the people from regarding the Sabbath lightly, lest
they perform [forbidden] labor themselves.

2. Isaiah 58:13
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If you restrain your foot because of the Sabbath, from performing your affairs on My holy day, and you call the
Sabbath a delight, the holy of Hashem honored, and you honor it by not engaging in your accustomed ways, by
not pursuing your affairs and speaking words [related to work].

3. Rashi, Avodah Zarah 15a
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The reason it is prohibited to tell a non-Jew: “do this for me,” is because “speaking words” about work on
Shabbos is prohibited (Isaiah 58:13).

4. Tur, Orach Chaim 307
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“And speaking idle words”- the Sages interpreted it to mean that 1) Your speech on Shabbos should not be like
your speech during the week. Therefore, one should not discuss his weekday affairs on Shabbos (e.g., “I will do
such-and-such tomorrow,” “I will buy such-and-such tomorrow”). The Talmud Yerushalmi says this also
includes idle conversation.

5. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 22a
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[In the case of] a Jew and a gentile who received [tenancy of] a field in partnership [with the understanding that
they were to work the field and receive part of its produce in exchange], the Jew may not say to the gentile:
Take your portion [of the profit for your work] on Shabbos, and I [will take my portion for my work] on [one of
the days of the rest of] the week.

6. Rashi, Avodah Zarah 22a
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Since [the Jew] is making [the non-Jew] his agent for the half day that falls on [the non-Jew].

Scope of the Prohibition
e One may not ask a non-Jew on Shabbos to do melachah for him on Shabbos.
e One may not ask a non-Jew on Shabbos to do melachah for him even after Shabbos.
e One may not ask a non-Jew even during the week to do melachah for him on Shabbos.




Biblical or Rabbinic Prohibition?

7. Shemos 12:16
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And on the first day there shall be a holy convocation, and on the seventh day you shall have a holy
convocation; no work may be performed on them, but what is eaten by any soul that alone may be performed
for you.

8. Ramban, Commentary to Shemos 12:16
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However, I have found in Mechilta: “No work may be done on them” - [teaches] you shall not do, nor shall

your fellow [Jew] do, nor shall a non-Jew do your work... But certainly [our verse is brought] merely as a

textual support (asmachta), in that [the Sages] came [on their own] to prohibit by their own authority,

instructing [a non-Jew] to do our work, and they established a support for [this prohibition] with this verse.

However, regarding the work of a non-Jew in his own [enterprise], it is permitted [to instruct him to do it].

9. Mishnah, Shabbos 122a
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If non-Jew lights a lamp, a Jew may make use of its light. But if [he does it] for the sake of the Jew, it is
forbidden. If he draws water to give his own animal to drink, a Jew may water his [animal] after him. But if [he
draws it] for the Jew’s sake, it is forbidden.

10. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 276:1
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If a Gentile lit a candle for a Jew, it is forbidden for everyone, even for people it was not intended for. RAMA: It
is immaterial whether a price was prearranged with him i.e. whether he was hired per lighting or per day, or
was not hired, for since the Jew is benefiting from the Melacha (forbidden work) itself, it is forbidden under all
circumstances. [Ha'gahos Ash’ri, Beis Yosef in the name of the Smag] However, if a Gentile lit for his own use
or for a Jew who is ill, even if he is not life endangered, RAMA: or for the sake of children, who have a status of
an ill person not endangered [Mordechai] , every Jew may make use of the candlelight. The same applies when
a Gentile makes a bonfire for himself or for someone who is sick. Yet there are those that prohibit benefiting
from a bonfire lest the Gentile add (to the fire) for him. RAMA: Nevertheless if a Gentile did it in a Jew s house
on his own accord, the Jew does not need to leave his house, even though he is benefiting from the candle or

fire. [Tur]

Guidelines (based on Shemiras Shabbos k’Hilchasah, ch. 30)
Benefiting from melachah of a non-Jew

e [t is forbidden to get direct benefit, even if one didn’t instruct the non-Jew, and applies even for other
Jews who the forbidden action wasn’t done for.

e [f a room is so dark that it’s impossible to read in the room at all, it’s forbidden to tell the non-Jew “I
can’t read because it’s dark in the room” (a hint without a command) because if the lights are turned on
one would receive direct benefit, whereas if there was enough light that it was possible to read, even if it
was with difficulty, then it’s permissible to say “I can’t read because it’s dark in the room” since if the
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lights are turned on it’s permissible to benefit from the light since an improving one’s ability to do
something, it’s called direct benefit.

e It’s forbidden to receive benefit from the forbidden action of a non-Jew which was done for a Jew on
Shabbos, and even after Shabbos, it’s forbidden to receive benefit from that action until one waits the
time it would take to complete that action.

e Ifa Jew asked a non-Jew to turn on a light (even with a hint including a command) on Shabbos (which
would be forbidden), it’s forbidden to receive benefit from the light, and one would even have to leave
the area.

e [fthe non-Jew was going to turn on the light on his own, the Jew must protest.

o If the Jew protested and the non-Jew did it anyway then the Jew may receive benefit from the
light.

o However, if the Jew didn’t protest, it’s forbidden to receive benefit, however, one doesn’t have to
leave that area but one may not do an activity which one was unable to do before the light was
turned on.

e If a non-Jew who cooked food for a Jew or added water to a food that was cooking, and there was a
concern that it would burn and not be edible, the food is forbidden (and Muktzeh) until after Shabbos for
as long as it takes to cook.

e If a non-Jew who carried on Shabbos through a public domain for a Jew, it is forbidden to benefit from
the object on Shabbos, but it’s permissible to be used immediately after Shabbos.

If done for Jews and non-Jews

e [fthe non-Jew did forbidden work for non-Jews and Jews:

o (1) if there’s a majority of Jews, equal amount of Jews and non-Jews, unclear which is in the
majority, or it’s clear that the non-Jew did it for a Jew or for both Jews and non-Jews, it’s
forbidden to benefit from the work of a non-Jew,

o (2) if there’s a majority of non-Jews or if it’s clear that it was done for himself or another
non-Jew, it’s permissible to benefit from the work of the non-Jew if there’s no concern that the
non-Jew did or will do extra work for the Jews and there’s no concern of Muktzeh.

e If the non-Jew would have done the work whether or not the Jews were there (even if there’s a majority
of Jews), it’s permissible to benefit from the work of the non-Jew if there’s no concern that the non-Jew
did or will do extra work for the Jews.

e I[f a non-Jew lit a light in the stairwell for the apartment building tenants, if there’s a majority of
non-Jews, it’s permissible, if there’s half half or a majority of Jews it’s forbidden to benefit from the
light, but one doesn’t have to close one’s eyes while walking through.

o If'the non-Jew was a guard and had to turn on the lights whether or not there were Jews there, it’s
permissible to benefit from the light.

e [f one is using a Shabbos elevator one may only get on or off at a floor where other non-Jews are getting
on and off. A Baal Nefesh (one is careful for one’s soul) should only use it for mitzvah purposes, and
some are strict only to use it for going up and not down.

Hinting
11. Mishnah Berurah 307:76
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One is also forbidden to hint, etc. - For this is also in the category of instructing a non-Jew to do work on
Shabbos, since as a result of the hint, the non-Jew will do work on Shabbos. It is likewise forbidden to tell a
non-Jew something on Shabbos from which he will understand that he is expected to do a melachah. ..




However, if one does not phrase the hint to the non-Jew in the form of an instruction (for example, if one says,
“the light is not burning so well,” or, “I cannot read by the light of this candle because there is charcoal on it,”
so that a non-Jew will hear and set it right) it is permitted, for this is not considered to be an instruction. We also
need not forbid this because of the prohibition against benefitting from work a non-Jew did for a Jew on
Shabbos, for this is not considered that much of a benefit, since even before the non-Jew adjusts it, one can read
by the light, albeit with difficulty. (Pri Megadim)

When is it permitted to benefit from melachah performed by a non-Jew?

e When the non-Jew acts for his own benefit

12. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 247:1
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A letter may be sent with a non-Jew even on the eve of Shabbos close to dark, [provided] he specified his wages
and he doesn't tell him to travel on Shabbos and if he did not specify [wages], if there is not an established
postal official (meaning, a person about whom it is known to send letters to him and he delivers the letters to
their addresses) in town, it is forbidden to send the letter even from Sunday and if there is an established post
official in town, he may send it even on the eve of Shabbos, provided there is enough time remaining in the day
that he is able to reach the house adjacent to the city wall. RAMA: There are those [authorities] who permit this
even if he did not specify the wages and there is not an established postal official in town provided he sends it
on Thursday or prior to this and there is basis to rely on this if necessary.

13. Mishnah Berurah 247:3
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But if the non-Jew of his own accord proposes to go on Shabbos, it does not concern us, since the Jew did not
tell him to do so, and the non-Jew, for his wages [travels] on his own behalf.

e When task can be accomplished without violating Shabbos

14. Taz, Orach Chaim 276:5
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It seems to me that this candle which the maid lit in order to wash an eating utensil from which [the Jew] ate is
not called “for the need of a Jew,” since the Jew himself does not benefit from this; rather, his utensils are
rinsed, and [the maid] is required to rinse them, and it was for her need that she lit the candle.

15. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 337:2
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It is forbidden to sweep the house unless the floor is stone. There are those who permit this even if it is not
made of stone. RAMA: There are some who are stringent even when it is stone. This is the practice, and one
should not act differently.

16. Talmud, Eruvin 67b
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There was once a certain baby whose warm water [which had been prepared for his circumcision], spilled.
Rabba said to them: Let them bring warm water for him from my house. Abaye said to him: But we did not
establish an Eruv... [Rabbah replied: If so,] let them instruct a gentile to bring [the warm water] for him.

17. Rabbeinu Nissim, Shabbos 56a (Rif)
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The view of the Ba’al Halachos Gedolos ... i1s that we permit asking a non-Jew to do even Biblically forbidden
work for circumcision. ... Based on this, we can extend this to all commandments- which is the view of the Itur
who permitted a non-jew to light a candle to one’s Shabbos meal.

But the view of R. Yitzchak Alfasi is that we only permit the non-Jew to do a Rabbinically prohibited action.
Rambam likewise agreed with him and extended this to not only circumcision but to all commandments.

18. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 307:5
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One may instruct a Gentile to do an action that is not a Biblical prohibition but which is prohibited on account
of a Rabbinic prohibition, provided that it is needed in a case of minor illness, or it is greatly needed, or for the
sake of a Mitzvah. For example, a Jew may instruct a Gentile to climb a tree to bring down a Shofar needed to
blow for the sake of a Mitzvah, or to bring water through a yard that was not included in an Eruv in order to
wash someone suffering. There are those who prohibit it. RAMA: Further in Siman 686, the Mechaber ruled
that it is permitted, and see above in Siman 276 that there are those who permit it even for work forbidden
Biblically.

19. R’ Moshe Isserles, Glosses to Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 276:2
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Some authorities hold that it is permitted to ask a Gentile to light a candle in order to eat the Shabbos meal, as
they hold that it is permitted to tell a Gentile to perform even work prohibited from the Torah itself for the sake
of a mitzvah, [R"an in the name of the Itur] and accordingly many are accustomed to instruct a Gentile to light
candles for a meal, especially for a wedding or circumcision meal, and nobody reprimands them. One should be
stringent when not extremely necessary because most authorities disagree with this rule (see Siman 306).

20. Mishnah Berurah 276:25
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Nonetheless, it is permitted to ask a non-Jew to fix the Eruv which fell down on Shabbos so that the public will
not come to sin, and the Itur is enough to rely on even for a Biblical prohibition in a situation of public need.



21. R’ Moshe Feinstein, Igros Moshe, Orach Chaim 3:42
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Is it permitted to ask a non-Jew to turn off the air conditioner in Shul on Shabbos when it is cold? ...in a
situation in which is it difficult for a number of individuals praying, even if they are in the minority, such that
they will leave shul—even if there is no real concern for sickness, or if there is concern for sickness and they
will stick it out in the shul and pray, it is permitted to ask a non-Jew to turn off the air conditioner. Even though
with regard to having a non-Jew turn on the lights we are stringent...
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... In a situation of public need we can be lenient, as can be seen that not only is it permitted to fix the Eruv but
even to build a synagogue on Shabbos if it will be ruined otherwise. Therefore, certainly here where public
prayer and Torah reading are at risk for many people, we can permit. Especially since it may be that turning off
the air conditioner is only a Rabbinic prohibition and not Biblical...
Nonetheless, if it is not so hot on Friday the air conditioner should not be turned on, having in mind that if it is
too cold we will ask the non-Jew to turn it off, as we should not plan on asking them...

22. Orchos Shabbos, 23, note 158
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See Noda Bi’Yehudah who cited the custom of several communities to have a non-Jew light candles in shul for
the purpose of Neilah and he disagreed and prohibited such an action. ...Why is such an action different from
the case of fixing the Eruv? Perhaps because in that case we are allowed to ask a non-Jew in order to save the
public from sinning while here there is solely a fear of missing davening; alternatively, the case of fixing the
Eruv was a one-off solution, while here we are dealing with a regular custom done year in and year out. With
regard to public Torah learning, Rav Elyashiv quoted that there are some communities who are lenient to allow
a non-Jew to light candles on their behalf, but he wrote that practically, one should be stringent, as asking
non-Jews has become very common, and stopping the generator is something common. One can add that in
responsum, he permitted it only when they asked the non-Jew in advance, before Shabbos. They quote in the
name of R’ Ahron Kotler that he was lenient.




