
ws trzg
 (1t euxp s erp trzg h"ar

w,ufnu kccn ruat lkn tchu (z"h wc ohfkn) rntba unf h"tc chrjbx chauv rat o"ufgv ov - ihnhbcu vsuvh hrm
:ktrah hbc ,j, iurnua hrgc o,ut cauhu ohurpxnu ,njnu vugnu

 (2j vban j erp ,ufrc ,fxn o"cnrk vbanv aurhp

,t cu,fv ovhkg shgv iurnua hrgc ochauvu v,ufn chrjbx thcva ogva 'tuvu /oh,ufv ov vn lk rtcb itfu
vumnu 'vyuapf vuarhpu vru,v ,t usnka sg ohnhv ovk ufrta tkt 'ohscug uhv ovhvkt ,tu ohtrh uhv wv

vsucg ohscug obhtu 'ohsjhn ',sv hbhntn ova ohezjun uhvu 'stn vc ohehzjnu vc ohesesn uhv vc uehzjva
rv u,utc ovk utmn rcsv ,cx kg urejafu 'ohzhrd rv ,t ohasen outmnu ovhrjt ohnfj ureja sg 'vrz
vbanc tmn,a vn kfu /ovhrcs kfk ohrund ohud ,kgnc oushruv ztu 'vrz vsucg hscug ova gsubu vbuh ,uns

lrcnv h,ufu 'h,ufv og ohbnzn ornt iudf 'ktrahn ohgurdu ohudv in ohkugn ova vtrna oh,ufv hbhbgn
/stn ohudv in ohgurd ov hrv ubrnta unf utmnu ovhrjt uescan kct /ovhrjt uesca osue vz kf o,kuzu

/h,uf rfzba ouen kfc vzv kkfv kg ruzjk lrymb tka ,tz gs

wc - ws trzg cvz ,umcan

"rtau oh,ufv ,tcv rcsc exugv z"h erp wc ohfkn rpxc vbv '"vp ub %,«t v%k'g (n (v rUJ (t Q,k ,n i %sj r (x't hnhn
kfc rfzun 'ruat .rtk omrtn ukduva ohycav ,rag ktrah hbc ,j, oa o,cauvu iurnua hrgk ,unutv

'"ruat lkn" erpv er ohfkn rpxc vbuatrk ghpun unau 'chrjbx ka ubc isj rxt lknv tuva rfzun tku
h erp ka iurjtv euxpc"rntb 'chrjbx ,dhrvu jxpv khkc urdp,v okufa chrjbx khj ,khpb ruphx rjt y

"/uh,j, ubc isj rxt lknhu yrrt .rt uyknb vnvu crjc uvfv uhbc /// / uhvkt lrxb ,hc vuj,an tuv hvhu"
hp ohfkn rpxc rfzunv "ruat lkn"a rnuk lhrmu"/"vp ub,t vkgnv" tuva itf rfzunv isj rxt tuv 'z gtu"p

iurjtv ktrah lkn vkt ic gauv kg vkg chrjbxa ,gc v,hv erp u,utc ,rfzunv ohycav ,rag ,ukda
,,hnu 'uvhezj lknk ,haav vbav thvu 'okugv ,thrck anju ,utn aka ohpkt wd ,bac vnhh,xv u,ufkna

k ic vhv vhezjaf 'if hrjt ohba vbuna v,hv chrjbx"f ic lkn vhezj) uhkuj ,t vkju y"k ic vkju v"'y
y uk uphxuvu"n ic rypbu ohba u"ohba vbuna rjtk er utcuv ohudv rtau oh,ufva 'rnuk lhrm vz hpku '(v

g ',ukdvn"gtu /chrjbx ic isj rxt h"'",unutv kf ,t kckcu chrjbx vkg rcf" rfzun ,unuenv kfca p rcf
'kuckcv khj,va ouan tkt 'ohsh ,fxncu ,ufrcc chrjbxc kuckcv vku, ubhtu" (c"g ug ,unch) wxu,v uc,f

t,khn rehgu ',unutv kfc gnans wohng ,ukucd rhxtuw (dh h vhgah) o,x ch,f okugv kf kckcs ouanu
'"lhnx rmbsfucbt fg"ohrjt ,unuenc chrjbx khj,va vnc lhanva isj rxt hcdk rnuk ah ifu 'wxu,v k.

 (4c sung v ;s ihfrg ,fxn hkcc sunk,

ohsun vzu vzu `lrgb tk kct lhrgn :rnut vsuvh hcr 'lhrgn tk kct lrgb :rnut rhtn hcr - ohcfuf scug /whb,n
 /ihrshbu ihrsuba

ubku ofk tk htv vsuvh hcru / / `ubhekt ,hc (,t) ,ubck ubku ofk tk :ch,fs 'trc,xn rhtn hcrs vh,fkv / / /wnd
o,ut ohkvcnu vsuvh og hsh ihprn .rtv og hvhu :ch,fs 'tuv ohsh iuhpr ouan :tcr rnt / / ?vhk shcg htn

/,ubck

 (5j vfkv s erp ohkea ,ufkv o"cnr

trzg) rntba 'cau, rd ukhptu ubnn ihkcen iht objc ovng ,uagk csb,va ut uktv ohrcsk ,ugn csb,va hud
/okaurhc iurfzu vesmu ekj iht ofku (wc vhnjb) rntbu ubhektk ,hc ,ubck ubku ofk tk (ws

(3



 (6h euxp y erp r,xt h"ar

(s trzg) trzg rpxc cu,fa unf ohkaurhu vsuvh kg vbya uc,fa vrag ukt okug rsxc h,htr - inv hbc ,rag
in ohkugv kyck vbyav thv vnu 'okaurhu vsuvh hcah kg vbya uc,f u,ufkn ,kj,c auruajt ,ufkncu
auruajt lknu aruf ,nafu oukhsjvu oh,ufv ovhkg ubhakvu ,hcv ,t ,ubck ukhj,va aruf hnhc vkudv

:ikyck rvbv rcg hrak auruajt oac ujkau ihbcc ohkaurhca i,ut uexgh tka dts inv tab,vu

 (7f euxp uf erp ,usku, ,arp ,hatrc i"cnr

,ufkncu (u s trzg) uc cu,fa unaf u,ut trea hbav ,hcv tuvu 'iuatrv in vae oa 'vbya vna tre hbavu
ubnn ukdu uvuchrjva sg vbyak ubk uhv uhnh kfu 'okaurhu vsuvh hcauh kg vbya uc,f u,ufkn ,khj,c auruajt

/vgr ,ukd

 (8c sung d ;s vbav atr ,fxn hkcc sunk,

- una vnu 'u,ufkn oa kg - t,xaj,rt 'vhv raf lkna - aruf /t,xaj,rt tuv 'auhrs tuv 'aruf tuv :tb,
/una auhrs

 (9z euxp s erp trzg h"ar

v"r ,fxnc ubhba ifu auhrs ,uh,ut ihbnk vkug aruf ka ,uh,ut ihbn xrp lkn aruf tuv - t,aaj,rt hnhcu
okug rsxcu wufknv oa kg t,aaj,rt vhv raf lkna oa kg aruf t,aaj,rt tuv auhrs tuv aruf tuv

:wufu t,aaj,rt ,treb vkuf ,ufknv kfu t,aaj,rt tuv auhrs h,tmn

 (10t sung t ;s vbav atr ,fxn rutnv kgc

vzv rcsv vhv rurc ;xuh cr hf whpv tuv vzu txrhdv thv lf wufu t,xaj,rt tuv auhrs tuv aruf tuv tb,
auhrsu aruf ogynu cu,fa vz yapv hpk iufbv whpv kct / / / t,xaj,rt tuv auhrs tuv aruf tuv hf ukmt

ohbavu xrp lkn vhv ovn sjt kf hf xrp hfkn rnta unf tuv hrvu uhv ohfkn vaka xrp lkn t,xaj,rtu
lknv t,xaj,rt ovk lunxu ohkanv vhv auhrsu khj,nv vhv arufa ,hcv ihbc ihbgk urfzuv ohbuatrv

hbc ubcu cu,fa vhgah ,tucb vnhhe,b ikufcu vhnjb hrcsc arupna unf ohkaurh ,unuj vbc tuv ;ta iurjtv
ifnx lfhpk asenv ,hc ,ftkn kyck vuma iuatrv t,xaj,rt vz ihtu lbu,rah ovhfknu lh,unuj rfb

/i,ufzu ijca rhfzvk vz rjt vzc irhfzvu ukkv ohfkn vakak cu,fv

 (11d"b ws trzg ohrpux ,gs

',hrcgc lf kg c,fb tk ohhudk ktrah ihc grhta vn kf kg ehhusn daun ruxnk hsf - rpxv ka hnrtv ekjv
hbck vhba vpaf (sugu kthbs rpxc rtucnf) shn, v,hv ,hnrtvu rjtn ,hnrtc ibuakf ,usug,v utcuvu

uhv tk kuj vkufa ,rjt vpac ohrcsv uc,fb ukht] ,nhhuxn vause od vc ahu ubhct ovrct hnhn ktrah
[/uz iuakc rpxc ohc,fb ohrcsv

Rav Schwab on Ezra and Nechemiah 4-6

The story is now told in detail in Aramaic. It is not quite clear, at least to me, why the text now

switches to Aramaic. Perhaps the author, Ezra HaSofer, intended this episode to be understood

by the widest possible audience, as Aramaic had become the popular vernacular among the

Jewish people at that time.

12)



13) Rav Schwab on Ezra and Nechemiah 4-12

After the exile of the Ten Tribes, the remaining Jews in Eretz Yisrael were called ohsuvh because most of

the remaining Jews were from the tribe of Yehudah. The other remaining tribe was Binyamin, but they

were in the minority. Upon their return to Eretz Yisrael at this time, they were still called by the same

name, thsuvh, from which comes the name "Jews," in common usage today.

 (14d"h - ws trzg cvz ,umcan

nr c,fu"mz hktuu s"k havu"":ohngy wck 'vzf htbd oac ohkaurh asev rhg ,t utreha uktv ohgark jhbv ,
,t undpa onmg ktrahn vfu,c uagba ,ubugv ,rpfk vz vhvha hsf 'hbavu /;uxck ovn grpvk hsf wtv

ihbgf 'vhcauh ,utyjc vtnyba rjt 'htbd ka ukkv ,unac trevk vhutr htsuc v,hva sg 'ovhsh kg v,ause
v,hv tk ukkv ohgarv kct 'wohjmrn v,gu vc ihkh esm vbntb vhre vbuzk v,hv vfhtw (tf t vhgah) :rntba

"/ovka tnyv ihbcv ohhe,ha hsf 'ausev ihbcv ,t gubnk tkt o,buuf

 (15z euxp s erp trzg o"hckn

,tz hf 'oshc vnrn jhkmvu ohmguh urfa vsuvh hrm ub,ba iunn sjua hsh kgu 'vkusd vnrn vzc vagb ,ntc / / /
odu 'chavk iht lknv oac c,fb rat c,fa hsnu xrp hej hpf rapt hta rcs tuv ,hcv ihbc ,t kycka ugsh

ohrea uc,fha odu ',mrupn ohkaurh ,nuja hrjt srn aaj iht ohekt ,hc ihbcc ratc 'z"g ihakvk ukfh tka
reaa lknk gsuh ip utrh,v 'rhgv ,nujc ohbuc ov ,hcv ,t ubcha ,j,u 'u,suep urcg ohsuvhva lknv kt

/ / /lknk oatr uchhjhu urcs

 (16(v) t - v varp (tbkhu) vcr ohrhav rha

kce vuv huuk 'u,tmc anav laj (d"h vhgah) ch,f ibjuh r"t 'rcgh tk rcg tks rcg ,rp rcgs rntu aruf rzd
ifht ',nnua uz vbhsn ka vchy vn rnt ,nnua vbhsnv vtru vbhsnc khhyk aruf tmh 'vjbs tku tnuh tuvv

iuvbn tasen ,hc iubchu iueph ihtsuvh kf ,rntu ,rzds tuv ,t utku vhk hrnt 'ohpxfv ov ifht 'ohcvzv ov
rucgh tk rcg tks rcg ,rp rcgs rntu rzd t,ga thvvc 'tasen tbcnk ihekxs tv ohpxf iuvbnu ohcvs

 (17sf euxp s erp trzg h"ar

aruf rjta xrp lkn auhrsk oh,a ,ba sg ohkaurhc rat ohekt ,hc ihbc ,ftkn vkyc v,hv zt - ihstc
arufk ,jt ,banu r,xt ic tuva auruajt ka ubc auhrs lkn auruajt rjtu r,xt jeka auruajt lkn

vkda ,hcv icrujn hrva ohkaurh ,ucrjk vba ohgca unhkava vba j"h auhrsk oh,a ,ba sg xrp lkn
oh,a ,ba sg arufk wt ,ban vba j"hu okug rsxc arupnf vba oh,au ohanj arufk ,jt ,ba sg uvhesm

:uvurnda sg ihbcv ,ubck ukhj,v auhrsk oh,a ,bacu ohnhka vba ohgca utmnb auhrsk

 (18t sung s ;su c sung d ;s vbav atr ,fxn hkcc sunk,

;he,n - /.hnjva rjtk - itf '.hnjva osue - itf `thae tk :ejmh hcr rnt - !thae ouen kfn /una auhrs
janu rnj jkn ihybj thna vktk iukgk ihrntu ihrfsu ihru, hbcu ijaj vnu ch,fvu ?.hnjv hnu :tbvf cr vk

iuvk hs !lbuyn 'hcr :ejmh hcr uk rnt /uka tk hs ouhc ouh ovk cvh,n tuvk okaurhc hs thbvf rntnf
gkx rnutv :thb,vu ?thv t,uhkgn utk hfv scgs itnu - /hvubcu tfkn hhjk ihkmnu thna vktk ihjujhb ihcrevn

'ktrahc - itf `thae tk - !rund ehsm vz hrv - tcv okugv hhjk vc vfzta khcacu 'hbc uhjha khcac vesmk uz
/ohrfbc - itf



 (19nr inhx c ekj ,ubye ,ufkv ,"ua

uhause ase ota hfv ibhrnt trnujk tuv ktrah tyja hp kg ;t rnun hcd (s"n ;s ihrsvbx) ibhrnts tv
tuv vz auhrss ,upxu,c rnutu t,aaj,rt tuv auhrs tuv aruf tuv (:wd) v"r ahrcu tk u,cuyk kct ihause

,unutf tkt vhk chaj tk .hnjvs r,ck v"ptu ktrah tuv ,hktrahv ic (d"f ,unch) k"heu r,xt ka ubc
wufu hbc vhjha khcac vesmk vz gkx rnutc okugv

 (20(d) z inhx t ekj ohrahn ccus

v"s c"g] z"y ;s ,unchc k"z wxu,vu [tnhk v"s c"g] j"x ;s ihaushec h"ar ,gs hpk ,uyhapc k"h vrutfk vbvu
,c kg tcv scgu hrfb k"hhes tvs [oa t"arvncu hcru v"s c"g] v"g ;s ihaushecu [oa t"arvncu htrunt

sg hudf chajs uz vyhak vsnjb vhtr thcv vnsevc ihnhbc kucd rpxcu /rhhd,ban er tuv raf skuv ktrah
aruf hrvu 'a"hg ktrah hfknf uk ubn hfv ouanu vhv raf lkn arufs x"av hbans c"g wd ;s v"r x"an 'rhhd,ha
'x"av vaen htnu rund ktrah tuv f"tu 'raf skuv ktrah ,c kg tcv scgu hrfb hrv f"tu 'r,xt ic auhrs tuv

 /,urhd lhrm n"n rznn ubhtu rafs cd kg ;t f"g tkt

 (21vx ,ut (tbkhu xupsc) t sung ub ;s j erp ,urufc ,ufkv hztdkt y"hrvn

r,c vhk ibhsas smn vbuvfk vhk ibhkxps kf tbhcrs thvvc tbexnv hpks crvk vhk tyhap lht oan vtr,u
sg hudf chaj raf s"nks k"xs vtrb f"d ukt ovhrcsns 'e"usu rhhd,ba osue ukhpt vhk ibhre lbc vhnt

vshk ,gans grpnk t,khn htdkht ifa iuhfu 'ohhudv ypanf ohbcv ,t uksd oh,ufvs k"h hnb tfvs 'rhhd,ha
/uvbhb ohhudf urhhd,ha sgu uvbhb ohhud

haushj crvk h,htru 'rfzbv s"g ,unchs e"pxs wxu,v hrcs cahhk c,fa ,unchk whjc k"ark h,htr vzk tmuhfu
tka hudf tvh hudf dvubs ouan hfu 'k"zu ovhkg vn,u k"ar hrcs thcva wufu htrunt v"sc oa c,fa ,ufkv

htsus b"sgku 'a"ugh uhausek ihaaujs tyhapu hrehn rnun ktrah vhk ibhsa unt r,cs iuhf tvs uhausek aujhb
v"uans ktrah ,c r,c vhk ibhsau 'rznn huv tk v"uans uhct r,c vhk ibhsas iuhfs runtv s"g tuv k"ar ,buuf

hudf duvbh ota 'rrc,ha vnc huk, rcsv if vbv 'ktrah smu ,uhd sm uc ah z"hpfs tmnbu 'vbuvfk oudp huv
,gan grpnk hrv ktrah ihsf vkj,n dvb,h otu 'rnun ktrahf utku hudf ubhs vshk ,gan grpnk hrv vkj,n

k"ar kg hshn e"k hfvcs 'ktrahf ubhs vshk

22) Rav Schwab on Ezra and Nechemiah 4-24

As we noted earlier, the Chachamim call this king r,xt ic auhrs, "Daryavesh the son of Esther."

However, it is very difficult to say that he was literally the son of Esther. This is so for many

many reasons. First, if he was her son, he would be a Jew and, as such, he would be obligated to

keep Torah and mitzvos. We have no evidence that he did so, or that he was criticized for not

doing so. In fact, the Chachamim call him raf lkn, "a good, 'kosher,' king." According to

Tosafos, Esther used preventive birth control to avoid having a child from Achashveirosh.  And

also, if Daryavesh was literally the son of Esther, he would have been only a young boy at the

time he ordered the resumption of the building of the Beis HaMikdash. Esther became the queen

during the seventh year of Achashveirosh's reign," and he reigned a total of fourteen years. He

was succeeded by Daryavesh, who permitted the construction in the second year of his reign. So

Daryavesh would have been, at most, a boy of ten years when he ordered the resumption of the

building of the Beis HaMikdash. This would be highly unlikely.


