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Outline
12:126 Census of the Kohanim and Levites, leaders and clans
12:27-43 Dedication of the Wall of Jerusalem
12:44-47 Assignment of overseers for the needs of the Kohanim and Levites
12:1-26 Census of the Kohanim and Levites, leaders and clans
1. Shifts Chronicles | 24:1-4

2. Talmud, Taanit 27a-b
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Moshe prepared for Israel 8 shifts — 4 from Elazar and 4 from ltamar. Shemuel came and made then 16. David came

and made them 24, as it is written (Chronicles | 9:22)... Our sages taught: Four shifts ascended from the exile: Yedayah,

Charim, Pashchur, Imeir. The prophets among them divided them into 24 shifts.

3. Ralbag to Nechemiah 12:1
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It only listed 22 here, perhaps because they did not have more shifts there, for there were 24 shifts in David’s day.

4. Malbim to Nechemiah 12:1

:DYWRT I 1127 10 PNAWR XYW 71T 102 MWW IR MAAWA SWRD 07°12 02 177 Oan DWW 5™
One must say that two of them also had their sons as heads of shifts, or that Yeshua the Kohen Gadol, who was not
counted, had two heads among his sons.

5. Metzudat David to Nechemiah 12:12
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It did not bother to list all 24 shifts... And above it also mentioned only 22. And here it included Binyamin and Moadyah
as one, and it did not mention Chatush, and perhaps it included him in ().

6. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 8b-9a
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The Persian Empire reigned for 34 years during the Temple period, the Greek Empire reigned 180 years during the
Temple period...

7. Malbim to Nechemiah 12:12
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It did not list Chatush, and it did not mention who was under Minyamin. One could say [the originals] yet lived, and
they were the heads of the clans during the days of Yoyakim as well.

8. Ralbag to Nechemiah 12:12
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It did not mention all of them, for it omitted Chatush. Perhaps his shift joined another shift.

9. Rabbi Yosef Babad, Minchat Chinuch 394:7
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The Torah commanded to sing and thank Gd upon the offering as they choose, based on their eloquence. Then King
David established songs for this. It is like prayer, which Rambam believes is biblical, but the Great Assembly established
the text. And the blessing after meals.

10. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 342
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“The Man of Gd” - This is one of 10 who were called “Man of Gd” — Moshe... Elkanah... Shemuel... David...

11.1lbn Ezra to Devarim 33:1
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“Man of Gd” - To teach that he blessed them prophetically.

12:27-43 Dedication of the Wall of Jerusalem
12.Rashi to Nechemiah 12:27
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“With the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem” — With the completion of the city’s wall, to consecrate the city.

13. Mishnah Shevuot 2:2 (14a-b)
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Whether one entered the azarah or the area added to the azara# [in impurity, one was liable], for we only add to the
city or the azarot with a king, prophet, vrim v’tummim, Sanhedrin of 71 judges, two fodah offerings and singing, and
the court walks, with the two foda#h offerings behind them, and all Israel behind them. The inner offering is eaten, and
the outer offering is burned. And if it is not done with all of this, one who enters that space [while impure] is not liable.

14.Talmud, Shevuot 16a
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Rav Huna said: It says ‘With all of these’. Rav Nachman said: It says ‘With one of these.’ Rav Huna said: It says ‘With
all of these’, believing that the initial sanctity was eternal, and Ezra was only commemorating it. Rav Nachman said: It
says ‘With one of these,’ believing that the initial sanctity was only temporary, and Ezra re-consecrated it, even though
he lacked the urim vtummim.

15.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Beit haBechirah 6:14
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Wherever all of these have not been done, without this structure, it is not fully sanctified. What Ezra did with the two
fodah offerings was just a commemoration. It was not through his deeds that the place was sanctified, for there was
neither king nor urim vtummim there. How was it sanctified® With the initial sanctity consecrated by Solomon, for he
consecrated the azarah and Jerusalem eternally.

16. Rashi to Nechemiah 12:30
PV QW ARV 77N ROW - A0 DR 20V DR
“And the gates and the wall” — So that there would be no impurity in the city.

17. Malbim to Nechemiah 12:31
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One could explain that they actually walked on the wall, and one could explain beside the wall, like “And beside him
was the tribe of Menasheh”. In truth, Ritva was unsure of this in his commentary to the first chapter of Shevuot, and he
wanted to prove that they walked on the wall in order to consecrate the windows and width of the wall...

18. Talmud, Shevuot 15a
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The two fodah offerings they mentioned were their bread, not their meat. How do we know this2 Rav Chisda cited a
verse, “And | established two great fodot, etc.” What does “great” mean? If it means physically large, say “bulls”! And
if it means “the largest of their kind,” is their significance to this before Gd?

19.1bn Ezra to Nechemiah 12:31
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Two fodot - they are called this because they are set up to thank Gd, and they sing the song of the foda.

20. Malbim to Nechemiah 12:31
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And [our Sages] received that the two fodotwalked beside each other or in sequence, and one was eaten and one was
burned. At first glance, the literal explanation of the text contradicts the tradition, for in the text it is clear that half the
group went from left to right and half the group went right to left. And | have already explained well in Chapter 3 that
Nechemiah’s house was in Shaar haGai in the middle of the western side, and from there they commenced walking.
Half the group walked right, to Shaar ha’Ashpot to the steps of /r David to the southwest edge, and from there they
walked the entire south side, west to east, and they came to Shaar haMayim in the southeast... And those who walked
from right to left walked from Shaar haGaito Migdal Tanurim on the northwest, and from there they walked from west
to east along the north side... And the two met in the east, at Shaar haMatarah. This is obvious in the literal text, and
one can explain it in no other way, and our Sages also explained the simple read of the text in this way. In truth, they
divided the two fodot, as each had ten loaves [of chametZ], and they took five loaves from each fodah and made the
circuit to the right along the south, and they also took five loaves from each fodah and made the circuit to the north,
such that they used two fodot for each circuit. ..



