Sefer Tehillim - Portraits of a Religious Persona Yair.Lichtman@gmail.com

TEHILLIM 33:
HASHGACHAT
HASHEM

R’ Yair Lichtman

APRIL 19, 2023
CONGREGATION KINS
= == A"BWN YMXN-Y*ITN NWAD




™~

KOLLEL
—_—

7102

(1) TEHILLIM 33

(1) Rejoice in Hashem, O you righteous; praise is fitting for the
upright.

(2) Give thanks to Hashem with the lyre; sing praises to Him with
the harp of ten strings.

(3) Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully amid shouts of joy.

(4) For the word of Hashem is upright and all of His work is done
in faithfulness.

(5) He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is full of the loving
kindness of Hashem.

(6) By the word of Hashem were the heavens made; and their entire
host by the breath of His mouth.

(7) He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap. He lays up
the deeps in storehouses.

(8) Let all the earth fear Hashem; let all the inhabitants of the world
stand in awe of Him.

(9) For He spoke, and it was; He commanded, and it stood.

(10) Hashem nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the
thoughts of the peoples.

(11) The counsel of Hashem stands forever, the thoughts of His
heart to all generations.

(12) Happy is the nation whose God is Hashem, the people whom
He has chosen for His own inheritance.

(13) Hashem looks from heaven; He beholds all the sons of men;
(14) From the place of His habitation He looks intently upon all the
inhabitants of the earth;

(15) He that fashions all their hearts, Who considers all their doings.
(16) A king is not saved by a vast army; a mighty man is not
delivered by great strength.

(17) A horse is a false hope for salvation; it does not afford escape
by its great strength.

(18) Behold, the eye of Hashem is toward those that fear Him,
toward those that wait for His mercy;

(19) To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in
famine.

(20) Our soul has waited for Hashem. He is our help and our shield.
(21) For in Him our heart rejoices because we have trusted in His
holy name.

(22) Let Your mercy, Hashem, be upon us, as we have waited for
You.
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HISTORY OF THE MIZMOR

(2) TEHILLIM 32:8-11
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(8) "I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you shall go; I will give counsel, My eye being upon
you." (9) Do not be like the horse, or the mule, which have no understanding, whose mouth must be held in
with bit and bridle that they come not near to you. (10) Many are the sorrows of the wicked; but he that
trusts in Hashem, mercy encompasses him. (11) Be glad in Hashem, and rejoice, you righteous. And shout
for joy, all you that are upright in heart.

(3) MIDRASH TEHILLIM 33
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It similarly says, “Moshe and Aharon came to the Ohel Moed. A fire came from before Hashem.”
Immediately, “the nation saw and sang.”... Therefore, David said “Rejoice in Hashem, O you righteous.”
All sing before Him. Heaven and earth sing, the sun and moon sing, the stars sing, the angels sing... But
even though all sing before Him, the song of the righteous and upright is more fitting than all others. ..
“Sing for Him a new song,” for the one who left Heaven and dwelt on earth. As it says, “make for me a
Mikdash.”

(4) SOTAH 9A
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Rav Hinnana bar Pappa interpreted a verse homiletically: What is the meaning of that which is
written: “Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, praise is comely for the upright [nava tehilla]” (Psalms
33:1)? Do not read the conclusion of the verse as: Praise is comely [naval; rather, read it as: A house
[naveh] of praise. This is referring to Moses and David, whose enemies did not rule over their
achievements, as they each built a #aveh, a house for the Lord, and this house remained in existence.

M2 NN PIva Page 2




™~

KOLLEL
e

7102

COMMENTARY

(5) MALBIM TEHILLIM 33:1
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This migmor... explains in it that Hashem rules over His world with two manners of behavior, which are the
Natural, founded on fixed rules which don’t change, and the Providential, which is ruled depending on the
actions of humanity for good or bad. It also explains God’s knowledge and providence, and especially His
providence which is designated for those who fear Hashem...

(6) R’ HIRSCH TEHILLIM 33:1

The idea of this mizmor is that we should not only see the work of a Creator in the world, but also the work
of a Lawgiver, who created the world and humanity in order to establish His moral law in the world.
Hashem did not uphold his world for human use without any rules. Therefore, Hashem will, in the future,
look to only those who adhered to the Torah, with reverence, and based on this reverence they trust in his
chessed.
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