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THE ROLE OF HALLEL
ON THE SEDER NIGHT
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MAH NISHTANAH?

(1) MISHNA PESACHIM 10:5-7
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In each and every generation a person must view himself as though he personally left Egypt, as it is
stated: “And you shall tell your son on that day, saying: It is because of this which the Lord did for
me when I came forth out of Egypt” (Exodus 13:8). In every generation, each person must say: “This
which the Lord did for me,” and not: This which the Lord did for my forefathers. The mishna continues
with the text of the Haggadah. Therefore we are obligated to thank, praise, glorify, extol, exalt, honor,
bless, revere, and laud [/ekales] the One who performed for our forefathers and for us all these
miracles: He took us out from slavery to freedom, from sorrow to joy, from mourning to a Festival,
from darkness to a great light, and from enslavement to redemption. And we will say before Him:
Halleluya.
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Until where does one recite Ja//e/? Beit Shammai say: Until “Who makes the barren woman dwell in her
house as a joyful mother of children, Jalleluya” (Psalms 113:9). And Beit Hillel say: Until “Who turned
the rock into a pool of water, the flint into a fountain of waters” (Psalms 114:8)...
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They poured for the leader of the seder the third cup of wine, and he recites the blessing over his
food, Grace After Meals. Next, they pour him the fourth cup. He completes hallel over it, as he already
recited the first part of balle/ before the meal. And he also recites the blessing of the song at the end of
hallel over the fourth cup...

(2) MISHNA MEGILLAH 2:5

The entire day is a valid time for reading the Megilla; for reciting hallef, for sounding the shofar on
Rosh HaShana; for taking the Julav and the other species on Sukkot; for the additional prayer recited on
Shabbat and other occasions. ..
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(3) ARACHIN 10A
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Rabbi Yohanan says in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak: There are eighteen days a year
on which the individual completes the full hAallet The eight days of the festival of Sugkot, including
the Eighth Day of Assembly; and the eight days of Hanukkah; and the first festival day of Passover;
and the festival day of Assembly, i.c., Shavuot. And in the Diaspora, where a second day is added to each
Festival due to uncertainty over the precise date, there are twenty-one days: The nine days of the festival
of Sukkot, and the eight days of Hanukkah; and the first two festival days of Passover; and the two
festival days of Assembly, i.c., Shavuor.

(4) SHULCHAN ARUCH 0C 422:4

.......

Regarding an interruption (during Hallel), one may offer greetings to a person to whom he has an obligation
to offers greetings and may return greetings to anyone, even during Hallel. However, one should not
interrupt in any other manner.

(5) SHULCHAN ARUCH 0OC 422:7
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The mitzvah of reciting Hallel should be performed standing.

(6) RAMBAM CHANUKAH 3:6, WITH RAAVAD
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(6) It is not the recitation of Hallel on Chanukah alone that is a Rabbinic ordinance, but rather, at all times -
i.e., on all the days that the complete Hallel is recited, [the obligation to do so] is a Rabbinic ordinance.
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Avraham said: there is also a positive commandment from the Prophets, from “You shall have a song as in
the night when a feast is hallowed.”
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(7) RAN ON RIF PESACHIM 26B IN RIF
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Rabbeinu Hai Gaon wrote in a responsum that one doesn’t make a Beracha on Hallel on Pesach night
because we don’t recite it as a recitation, but rather as one singing a song.

TWO HALVES OF HALLEL

(8) TOSFOT YOM TOV PESACHIM 10:6
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It seems to me that everyone agrees that most of the Hallel should be after the meal, like we saw by R’
Eliezer who would eat the matzah quickly on Pesach night so that the children wouldn’t fall asleep, and by R’
Akiva who would announce that it’s time to leave the Beit Midrash so that the children wouldn’t fall asleep.

Beit Shammai think that one should speed up and only recite one chapter, while Beit Hillel think that since
the first migmor doesn’t mention Kriat Yam Suf, we must recite the second one which does mention it, since
afterwards we say a blessing on our redemption, and the Jewish people weren’t fully redeemed from the
hands of Egypt until the sea was split and the Egyptians were drowned, which is why it says “VaYosha”
there.
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(9) RAV SOLOVEITCHIK, QUOTED BY RABBI SHALOM ROSNER
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(see the terminology of X:T 1¥™ yun M%7 nawn). Rav
Soloveitchik, though, offers a different answer. He
notes that throughout the year, a Jew’s praise of
Hashem must always be coupled with nwpa,
supplication, and 1790, prayer. Throughout the year,
we praise, of course, but at the same time we are aware
that we are still in Mm% and still not living peacefully in
our homeland as a unified Jewish nation. We still have
much to yearn for. Because it is always tempered with
our declaration of the present reality, our praise is never
pure.

o0 of 7700 99, though, is the exception. “On
the Seder night, Jews have only one duty, namely, o
glorify, extol, and praise G-d. [We] have no other duty.
There is no room for petition and Tefillah. We must
forget for a while that we are human beings, and that
after o™3n XY, we went through numerous historical
experiences, many of which were not very pleasant...
We must forget that we offered millions of sacrifices.
We must forget all of the blood and martyrdom. At this
juncture, we must ignore all that and exclusively offer
praise to G-d. These [first two] chapters of 577 are the
only sections that consist exclusively of hymnal praise,
and are devoid of any motif of petition. They are,
therefore, the only chapters recited at this juncture”
(2791 mx vol. 8 on 1o ).
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