Don’t Pass Over Your Pesah!

II. The Story We Eat

I. THE OTHER SIPPUR

1. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Hametz & Matzah 7:1

It is a positive Biblical commandment to relate the miracles
and wonders wrought for our ancestors in Egypt on the
night of the fifteenth of Nisan, ... As it teaches, “You shall
tell your child on that day, saying, it is because of this” —

when matzah and maror are placed before you.

2. Mishnah, Pesahim 10:5

Rabban Gamliel would say: Anyone who did not say these
matters on Pesah has not fulfilled their obligation: the pesah

sacrifice, matzah, and maror.

3. Kiryat Sefer on Laws of Hametz & Matzah 7:1

“And if one did not say” and to explain the reason for these
three things on Pesah is that one does not fulfil their obliga-

tion of sippur yetziat Mitzrayim without mentioning them.

4. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Hametz & Matzah 7:5

Anyone who does not say these three things on the night of
the fifteenth has not fulfilled their obligation: the pesah sac-
rifice, matzah, and maror. ... And these statements are all re-

ferred to as “the Haggadah.

S. Mishnah, Pesahim 10:4

They pour the second cup, and here the son asks the father.
And if the son does not have the wherewithal to ask, the fa-
ther must teach: “Why is this night different from all the
other nights?” ... And according to the intelligence of the
son his father must teach him. One begins with disgrace and
ends with glory. And he expounds the verse “An Aramean
tried to destroy my father,” until he concludes the entire sec-

tion.
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6. R. Soloveitchik, Shiurim le-Zekher Abba Mari 11, 176

It seems that there are two fulfilments of the pesah sacrifice,
matzah, and maror. (1) The essence of the obligation of eat-
ing — per the Torah’s verses “at night you shall eat matzot,”
“you shall eat it with matzah and bitter herbs,” “you shall eat
the meat on that night” This fulfilment is done and materi-
alizes through the act of eating, which is a mitzah in itself.
(2) Fulfilling sippur yetziat Mitzrayim through the eating of
the pesah sacrifice, matzah, and maror per the Torah’s verse

“because the Lord did this for me as He took me out of

Egypt”
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Responsa Hatam Sofer, V — Hashmatot §196

There is a positive commandment to eat matzah shemurah
on the night of Pesah, and it is the only commandment
that remains among all of the Torah’s commandments re-
garding eating. We have no korban pesah nor, other sacri-
fices, nor Terumah, no ma'aser sheni. Only one command-
ment remains from year to year, and even that is not totally
complete.
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II. THE RAHTZAH PROBLEM

7. Pesahim 115b
Why do I need two washings of the hands? They have al-

ready been washed once [at Urhatz]?

They answered: since he needs to recite the Haggadah and
Hallel, perhaps he will become distracted and [his hands]
will touch [something ritually impure].

8. Bi'ur Halakhah, 475, 1

It is correct in this situation to make one’s hands impure be-

fore netilat yadayim so that one can make the berakhah.
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III. THE MOTZI-MATZAH MYSTERY

9. Deuteronomy 16:3

You shall not eat anything leavened with it; for seven days
thereafter you shall eat unleavened bread, bread of dis-
tress—for you departed from the land of Egypt hurriedly—
so that you may remember the day of your departure from

the land of Egypt as long as you live.

10. Pesahim 115b

“Lehem oni” — the word oniis written [without a vav and thus
is the word for a poor person, ani]. Just as it is the manner
of a poor person to eat a piece of bread, so too here, only a

piece.

11. Rambam, M.T. Laws of Hametz & Matzah 8:6

He takes two pieces [of matzah], divides one of them, and
places that with the complete piece and makes the berakhah

of ha-motzi lehem min ha-aretz.

12. Perisha, O.H. 475, s~v. va-yokhal

One should eat both pieces together — a kezayit from each.
It requires clarification as to why for the blessing of ha-motzi
a further kezayit is necessary unlike all other instances. Per-
haps it is because there is uncertainty upon which matzah

the blessing was made upon.

13. Mishnah Berurah 167, 15

“One should give everyone a kezayit [of bread on Shabbat]
— so that they don’t appear miserly.
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IV. THE MAROR MISTAKE

14. Pesahim 39a

[Mishnah] And these are the vegetables with which a per-
son fulfils their obligation on Pesah: hazeret, tamkha,
harhavina, ulshin, and maror. ... [Gemara] Hazeret — this is

hassa.

x oy ©*5 97 DNES N3 1933 TN 14

2 F1DDI NI P 172 KD DI NIPY 9K [13wn)]




15. Yerushalmi Pesahim 2:5

They objected, is not lettuce sweet? Is it not called “lettuce”
only if it be sweet? Rebbi Hiyya in the name of Rebbi
Hoshaya: ...Just as hazeret is sweet at the beginning and bit-
ter at the end, so did the Egyptians behave towards our fore-
fathers in Egypt. At the start, “in the best part of the land
settle your father and your brothers” [Gen. 47:6], and after
that they embittered their lives with hard labor, with mortar
and bricks [Ex. 1:6].
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