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Rava said: A person is obligated to become intoxicated with wine on Purim until he is so intoxicated
that he does not know how to distinguish between cursed is Haman and blessed is Mordecai.

T2 AR L,TIWY LAORY 07 V2,00 LRI 0217 LY 127 0p .DI92K 0770 0702 2019 NTIWD 172V KT °27) 127
X1 WPIIND RAVY) RAVY 952 KD 7% 0K 2777 702 219 DTIWO 70281 TR 03

The Gemara relates that Rabba and Rabbi Zeira prepared a Purim feast with each other, and they
became intoxicated to the point that Rabba arose and slaughtered Rabbi Zeira. The next day, when
he became sober and realized what he had done, Rabba asked God for mercy, and revived him. The
next year, Rabba said to Rabbi Zeira: Let the Master come and let us prepare the Purim feast with
each other. He said to him: Miracles do not happen each and every hour.

(2) ESTHER 9:16-23
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(16) And the rest of the Judeans that were in the king's provinces gathered to stand up for their lives and to
find rest from their enemies, killing seventy-five thousand of those who hated them — but they did not send
forth their hand on the spoils — (17) on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and they rested on the
fourteenth and made it a day of feasting and happiness. (18) And the Jews that were in Shushan gathered on
the thirteenth and the fourteenth, and they rested on the fifteenth and made it a day of feasting and
happiness. (19) Therefore the Judean villagers, who dwell in unwalled towns, make the fourteenth of the
month of Adar a day of happiness and feasting, of celebration and sending of portions one to another. (20)
Mordechai wrote these things, and he sent letters to all the Judeans who were throughout the provinces of
King Achashverosh, near and far, (21) to establish for themselves to observe the fourteenth of the month of
Adar and the fifteenth, every year, (22) as the days in which the Judeans had rested from their enemies, and
the month which had turned from grief to sorrow and from mourning to celebration, to make them days of
feasting and happiness, of sending of portions one to another and gifts to the poor. (23) And the Judeans
accepted upon themselves to do as they had begun and that which Mordechai had written to them.
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Question: How could the Sages obligate us to get drunk on Purim? Doesn’t it mention in several places in
the Torah the great stumbling-block of drunkenness, such as regarding Noach and Lot? Answer: Because all
of the miracles that were done for Israel in the time of Achashverosh were done by means of drinking
parties. For at the start, Vashti was expelled from queenship by a party of wine... and Esther came to
replace her by means of a party... and so too the idea of Haman and his downfall were by means of a party
of wine. Therefore, they obligated us to become drunk on Purim because the miracle came by way of a party
of wine that Esther made, and now drinking wine is a remembrance for the great miracle.

THE HALAKHA

(4) RIF MEGILLAH 3B IN RIF PAGINATION
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Rava said, “a person is obligated to become drunk on Purim until he cannot distinguish between “Baruch
Mordechai” and “Arur Haman.”

(5) RAMBAM MEGILLAH 2:15
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(15) What is the nature of our obligation for this feast? A person should eat meat and prepare as attractive a
feast as his means permit. He should drink wine until he becomes intoxicated and falls asleep in a stupor.

Similarly, a person is obligated to send two portions of meat, two other cooked dishes, or two other foods
to a friend, as implied by Esther 9:22, "sending portions of food one to another" - i.e., two portions to one
friend. Whoever sends portions to many friends is praiseworthy. If one does not have the means to send
presents of food to a friend, one should exchange one's meal with him, each one sending the other what
they had prepared for the Purim feast and in this way fulfill the mitzvah of sending presents of food to one's
friends.
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(6) HAGAHOT MAIMONIYOT MEGILLAH 2:15
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The Ra’avyah wrote that all of these rules are a mifzvab but not necessary.

(7) AVUDRAHAM, PURIM
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We say in the first chapter of Megillah: “a person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim until they
can’t distinguish between “Arur Haman” and “Baruch Mordechai.”

Some explain that this means “until you switch ‘Haman’ for ‘Mordechai’ and ‘Mordechai’ for ‘Haman.”

Some explain that “Arur Haman” has the same numerical value as “Baruch Mordechai,” and it means “until
you can’t calculate the values.

The Ba’al HaMinhagot wrote, “It seems to me that there was a poem to which you respond to one verse
‘Arur Haman’ and to another you respond ‘Baruch Mordechai’ and you need clarity, as sometimes a person
isn’t attentive and errs. R’ Yitzchak wrote such a poem.

Or maybe it was because they did not normally drink wine, as it says in the Talmud Yerushalmi, “R’ Yonah
would drink four cups on Pesach night and his head would ache until Shavuot. R’ Yehuda bar Ila’l would
drink four cups and his head would ache until Sukkot. Therefore, they would become intoxicated and feel
the effects of a small amount of wine. However, we who are more used to wine and don’t become drunk so
quickly should not drink so much wine.

(8) BEIT YOSEF OC 695
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The Orchot Chaim writes that a person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim. Not that he should
become drunk, for drunkenness is a total prohibition and there is no greater sin, since it causes giui arayot,
murder, and other aveirot. Rather, he should drink a little more than usual.
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“Until you don’t know.” [This means] until but not including, because this would certainly constitute the
drunkenness of Lot.

(10) SHULCHAN ARUCH 0OC 695:2
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A person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim until he can’t distinguish between “Arur Haman” and
“Baruch Mordechai.” Hagah: Some say that he doesn’t need to become so drunk, but should rather drink more than he
normally does and sleep, and becanse he is sleeping, he won't be able to distinguish between Arur Haman and Baruch
Mordechai. One may drink more or less, as long as his bheart’s intention is for heaven.

(11) BEI'UR HALACHA OC 695
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The Meiri writes that a person is obligated to increase his joy on this day with eating and drinking, until he
lacks nothing. However, we are not obligated to become drunk and lower ourselves from this joy, since we
are not commanded in joy of frivolity and nonsense, but rather a joy of pleasure that causes love of Hashem
and gratitude for the miracles He did for us... However, one who knows that he will make light of any
mitzvah, like washing hands, bentching, praying Mincha or Maariv, or acting frivolously, it is better that he
should not get drunk and all of his actions will be for the sake of heaven.

D192 MOV PIya Page 4




ll\\u/ll Toa

THE AGGADAH
(12) MEGILLAH 7B, MS MUNICH 140
' R PESILOONSY 18y SO MDD RIS TN N7 Y [0
J?;.B‘ N"‘!?ﬂj“g 92_ fm MM MY ’.32"! s "ﬁﬁ S TD
% $ “’ . o “~
T4 wsm mmm Ve N R o 7 s S

“"ﬂ&wsnmn WL’ AR DNy N7 oY

(13) RAN MEGILLAH 3B IN RIF PAGINATION

7V 1027 227791 2107 N7 AN [23] WAT TNIR NOK 719172 177 N 237D N2 Y 22mNT D32 10RT
TARP RN YT RDT

72V77 7 DY R R2TT R 2 TR 'MA2 URTD X7 2 30000 727 opT RT2W XA 9T 099K 11020 20
aloty!

For we say in the Gemara that a person is obligated to say “Blessed is Mordechai, Cursed is Haman, Blessed
is Esther, Cursed is Zeresh, and Chavrona is also remembered for good.” A person is obligated to become
intoxicated until he doesn’t know what he is saying.

Rabbeinu Ephraim wrote that from the event where Rabbah stood and killed R” Zeira, as we find in the
Gemara, the statement of Rava was rejected and it is not proper to follow it.

(14) SEFER HA-ESHKOL (AUERBACH EDITION) 2 CHANUKAH V’PURIM 81
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And Rabbenu Ephraim wrote from the fact that the story of Rabbah’s slaughtering R. Zeira owing to
drunkenness and the next year as he said to him “Let’s do Purim together,” R. Zeira said to him “A miracle
does not happen every time,” was cited on [the obligating statement] it can be inferred that the obligating
statement of Rabbah is rejected and it is not appropriate to act in this way.

1 Some scholars claim that this edition of the Sefer Ha-Eshkol is a forgery. However, a similar line of reasoning is found
in Pri Chadash OC 695:2.
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And to me the writer it seems that from here is proof that one needs to become inebriated, for if not he
should have said to him, “Let’s dine together and not become inebriated.”

(15) YAD EPHRAIM OC 695:3
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That which it says that “a person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim until he doesn’t know...” this
means “until but not including,” meaning that the imperative to drink is so great that it goes until the border
of not knowing, but from this border onwards it undermines the purpose of the obligation that Chazal
imposed upon him, to become intoxicated in order to give praise and thanks, for once his mind becomes so
confused that he can’t distinguish between “Arur Haman...” it is obvious that he won’t have the knowledge
and understanding to praise and glorify on the strength of the miracle.

I thought more about this in the morning and saw that it is correct, and that it fits with the fact that the
Gemara juxtaposed to it the incident of Rabbah and R’ Zeira, who made a Purim meal together... which
seemingly is a story which comes to reject what came before. Some poskin ruled that the intention of this
story is to teach that we don’t follow Rava in this. Based on what I wrote, one can suggest that the opposite
is true: this story comes to prove that the obligation to make days of drinking and joy has a border, that one
shouldn’t become excessively drunk, based on what happened with Rabbah and R’ Zeira. Because they
weren’t careful to not cross the border, they came to danger. Therefore, one should be careful to drink only
until this border of not knowing and not to cross over it.
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FURTHER READING

https:/ /iewishvues.com/articles /drinking-when-and-how-much
https:/ /www.congkins.org/drinking-on-purim.html

https://outorah.org/p/40536/

https:/ /rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Drinking-on-Purim.pdf

https://schechtet.edu/just-how-drunk-should-a-jew-get-on-putim-responsa-in-a-moment-volume-7-issue-
no-5-february-2013/

http:/ /nleresources.com -content/uploads/2014/02/Drinking-on-Purim-Teacher-Final-Feb-18-

2014.pdf
https://ph.vhb.org.il/en/05-16-11/

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/599112lang=bi

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/56061?lang=bi

https://thegemara.com/article /purim-a-day-beyond-full-rabbinic-control
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