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SOURCES IN TANAKH AND CHAZAL

(1) KOHELET 7:15-20
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(15) All this have I seen in my days of vanity: there is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness, and
there is a wicked man who lives long in his evil-doing. (16) Don't be ovetly righteous, and do not make
yourself ovetly wise. Why should you destroy yourself? (17) Don't be too wicked, and do not be foolish.
Why should you die before your time? (18) It is good that you should take hold of this. Yes, also from that
don't withdraw your hand; for he who fears God will come forth from them all. (19) Wisdom is a
stronghold to the wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city. (20) Surely there is not a righteous
man on earth who does good and doesn't sin.

(2) IBN EZRA KOHELET 7:20
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The meaning of our verse is: Know that you cannot avoid sinning, for there is no man who does not sin by
doing something wrong [in act,] in speech, or in thought.

(3) RALBAG KOHELET 7:20
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The fact that we don’t find a person with perfected character on earth who never sins with proper behavior
is because he does not know how to choose wholeness, the worthy from the unworthy, but a wise person
always chooses that which is worthy. From this, it is explained that wisdom is good when combined with
wholeness of character traits, as it completes them.

(4) SHABBAT 55A-B
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Rav Ami said: There is no death without sin, and there is no suffering without iniquity... The Gemara raises
an objection: Four people died due to Adam’s sin with the serpent, and they are: Benjamin, son of Jacob;
Amram, father of Moses; Yishai, father of David; and Kilab, son of David. And all of them were learned
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through tradition, except for Yishai, father of David, with regard to whom there is an explicit verse... this is
a conclusive refutation of the opinion of Rav Ami. Indeed, it is a conclusive refutation.

(5) RASHI SHABBAT 55B
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With the counsel of the snake — with the advice that the snake lured Chavah with and no other sin, as they
didn’t sin.

(6) TOSFOT SHABBAT 55B
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Four died with the counsel of the snake — and that which is written, “there is no righteous person on the
earth...” refers to most people.

(7) PNEI YEHOSHUA SHABBAT 55B
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Seemingly, the simple language of the verse, which says “there is no righteous person,” implies that they
don’t exist at all. Were it not for the words of Tosfot, it would have seemed to me that there is no person
who never sinned at all, even with an unintentional sin. Regarding these four who are mentioned, it is
possible that some unintentional sin came into their hands, but they atoned for it with afflictions or Yom
Kippur, and therefore were only fit to die because of the sin of the snake.

(8) MIDRASH TEHILLIM 16:2
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For Hashem does not call the righteous “holy ones” until they are placed in the ground, until the day of
death. Why? Because the Evil Inclination afflicts one in this world, and does not trust them until death.
Similarly, Shlomo said, “there is no righteous one on earth who does good and doesn’t sin.” Therefore, he is
not called “holy” until he is placed into the ground.

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT WAYS TO UNDERSTAND KOHELET 7:207?
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WHAT DOES THE (PRACTICAL) INEVITABILITY OF SIN
MEAN FOR US?

(9) MISHNA YOMA 8:9
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One who says: I will sin and then I will repent, I will sin and I will repent, Heaven does not provide him the
opportunity to repent. With regard to one who says: I will sin and Yom Kippur will atone for my sins, Yom
Kippur does not atone for his sins.

(10) RAMBAM, SHEMONEH PERAKIM 4
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Similarly, he should place before his eyes a low character trait that he has and strive to cure it constantly, as
we already said, since it is impossible for there to be a person without failings. The philosophers already said
that it is difficult and distant that there should be a person who is prepared by nature for all moral virtues,
ethical and intellectual. Indeed, in the words of the prophets we find this idea many times... Shlomo said
without qualification, “There is no righteous person on the earth who only does good and does not sin.”

IS SIN GOOD FOR OUR RELIGIOUS LIVES?

(11) PACHAD YITZCHAK (R’ HUTNER), IGROT U'CHTAVIM 128
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A SOURCE OF RELIGIOUS GROWTH?

(12) BERACHOT 34B
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And Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said that Rabbi Yohanan said: All of the prophets only prophesied their
prophecies of consolation with regard to penitents but with regard to the full-fledged righteous it is
stated: “No eye has seen it, God, aside from You.” And the Gemara notes that this statement disagrees
with the opinion of Rabbi Abbahu who holds that penitents are superior to the righteous. As Rabbi
Abbahu said: In the place where penitents stand, even the full-fledged righteous do not stand, as it
is stated: “Peace, peace upon him who is far and him who is near.” Peace and greeting is extended
first to him who is far, the penitent, and only thereafter is peace extended to him who is near, the full-
fledged righteous.

(13) NOAM ELIMELECH, PARSHAT VAYESHEV
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Behold, when the righteous one occasionally encounters a small deviation which causes him to fall from his
level, this too is for the good. Because in this way, he strengthens and invigorates himself more in his service
of Hashem. Additionally, it brings him to submission and lowness in his own eyes and prevents him from
self-aggrandizement.

SIN IN THE THOUGHT OF RAV TZADOK OF LUBLIN

SIN IS NECESSARY

(14) RAV TZADOK HA-KOHEN OF LUBLIN, TZIDKAT HATZADDIK 174
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The Talmud teaches (Shabbat 77b) that the world is comprised of cycles of darkness and then light since the
time of creation... as the Talmud teaches, “In a place where penitents stand even the most righteous cannot
stand” (Berakhot 34b). However, G-d forbid that one should say “I will sin and then repent” and actively
choose to sin, because then he will not be forgiven (Yoma 85b); though nevertheless the natural course of
things is that [even if he repents| he will end up sinning willynilly, as there is no righteous man on earth who
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will do good and not sin (Ecclesiastes 7:20)... And such is the order of things, that those who walk in
darkness will merit seeing a great light, even greater than those who are not walking in darkness... And

similarly it is impossible for a person to truly understand words of Torah without first having stumbled or
sinned in that realm (Gittin 43b).

(15) RAV TZADOK HA-KOHEN OF LUBLIN, TZIDKAT HATZADDIK 248
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The essence of a person is the desire in his heart, as this is what he has above the angels. It is called the
yerzer, the yetzer ha-tov and the yetzer ha-ra. When his desire for good rules, it is good, and when not, not.
Chazal said, “the one who is greater than his friend has a greater yerzer...” because the greatness of one over
his fellow is only in accordance with the greatness of his desire for good, which is the force of the yetzer. For
the yerzer ha-tov and the yetzer ha-ra correspond to one another in two chambers in the heart: in accordance
with the desire in the right of one’s heart for good, there is a corresponding desire in the left of one’s heart
for evil, and therefore the yerzer ha-ra must also be great.

SIN IS GOOD

(16) RAV TZADOK HA-KOHEN OF LUBLIN, TZIDKAT HATZADDIK 52
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In truth, all the sins of Israel are not in their essence. Rather, the Rabbis compared them to a myrtle that
stands amongst the thorns. Therefore, they are the afflictions which come from sin, as the thorn pricks, but
when the thorns that surround it are burned away, the lily remains in its fullness. Moreover, a lily among the
thorns is even mote valued.

(17) RAV TZADOK HA-KOHEN OF LUBLIN, TZIDKAT HATZADDIK 49
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Each person knows that in precisely that area in which his inclination attacks him greatly, he becomes a
prepared vessel in precisely those matters to be clean and purified. And in matters in which he sins greatly,
he should know he is becoming a prepared vessel to be, precisely in that matter in which he sins, clean and
pure of heart. Therefore, Chazal writes (Vayikra Rabbah 21) that in that limb in which a sin has been
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committed, there is also a mitzvah to be done in it. This Mitzva is not only to effect a rectification to the
specific sin which was previously committed, measure for measure, but rather to effect a rectification of the
particular soul [of the sinner|, for each person is created to repair some matter which is found specifically in
his own unique soul, which is not found in another's soul... And on this, it was said (Gittin 43a) "A person
doesn't stand with his Torah unless he has stumbled in it", meaning that through his stumbling, he
understands that he was specifically created to rectify that particular matter...

(18) RAV TZADOK HA-KOHEN OF LUBLIN, TZIDKAT HATZADDIK 181
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Every person has a particular desire, and the matter in which his desire and lust is exceedingly strong will
itself be the tool which is prepared to accept Hashem’s blessing if he turns to Hashem will all his heart,
which entails recognizing that this desire was implanted in him by Hashem.

SIN IS THE WILL OF HASHEM!

(19) RAV TZADOK HA-KOHEN OF LUBLIN, TZIDKAT HATZADDIK 242
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When a person is overcome with love of G-d...he will recognize that all of our actions are divinely ordained
for our good and that everything is from G-d, whose love for us is eternal. And therefore, even as I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death (Psalms 23:4) I will not fear evil because You (G-d) are with me,
even in the moment when I do evil. Therefore [the seemingly evil] is certainly good, and within the domain
of “There is a time when doing something for a G-dly purpose involves a violation of the Torah” (Psalms
119:126). As the sages taught in the Talmud (Shabbat 89b), “If one’s sins are like the years which have been
preordained from the six days of creation, they will become white as snow”—this means that since one’s
sins are part of the order that the Creator ordained from the time of creation in His wisdom, then certainly

they will become white as snow and turn into merits [as per Yoma 86b], since such [= the sin] was the true
will of G-d.

(20) RAV TZADOK HA-KOHEN OF LUBLIN, TZIDKAT HATZADDIK 179
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“Know Him in all of His ways” is explained in Midrash Socher Tov to mean that he should know that in all
matters, he is not the actor at all. Rather, it is Hashem... This means that Hashem dwells among Bnei
Yisrael and is one with the Congregation of Israel, and they are not separate from Him at all. Chazal said in
Berachot 63a, “even to a matter of sin,” which means that when a person is going to a sin, if he realizes that
his ability to go and rebel against the will of Hashem is also from Hashem (as without Him, how would he
have any strength at all?), by this means the strength of his yeszer will be weakened... When you fulfill [the
imperative to] “know Him,” everything will be called “a road,” meaning “the road of the King.” However,
even “your paths” which you traversed and deviated to the side, away from the road that was proper, if he
now fulfills “know Him,” he will know that even this was from Hashem, and therefore must be straight.

(21) RAV TZADOK HA-KOHEN OF LUBLIN, TZIDKAT HATZADDIK 128
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When a person commits a sin, even in the manner of “it is a time to act for Hashem...” or “know Him in
all your ways...” nevertheless, he needs atonement for the sin he did.
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The Rav (Vision and Leadership, Yemei Zikaron) contrasts Yehuda vs. Yosef
Sanhedrin 101a — application to R’ Eliezer
Emunot v’De’ot 5 — always possible not to sin

0 Y0 - DXANINY MDN - PN TN — You get punished for sins, even ones which were beyond your control,
because you should do Teshuva for all of them.

Asher Nasi Yecheta
Nedarim 39b + Ran — Teshuva precedes world, because it’s necessary
Orchot Tzaddikim Teshuva

Yalkut Shimoni Yechezkel 18:20 — Hashem invented Teshuva

Further Reading:

:/ /www.midreshetmoriah.org/torah /view.asp?id=916&fbclid=IwAR2N6nswcfMrcGx26BTasAGnxyz
T6xGynkPBBssYmoFw7K][t117vu]imoc

https://www.torahmusings.com/2017/10/four-died-advice-snake

https://www.herzog.ac.il/vtc/0053316.htmlrfbelid=TwAR2-
fu92FOZWpQ5Rs7eB5kpNfvkaPs32ehcHONFtAE17Xxxt1e[08NyWG4 — You can be made to sin, as
David and Yehuda were
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