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TEHILLIM 82: WHO
JUDGES THE JUDGES?
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(1) TEHILLIM 82

(1) A Psalm of Asaph. Heading (1) npRY Tinm (R)
God stagds in the congregation o God; Hasher{l SN N7V 2 29N
in the midst of e/okin He judges. Stands in o ’77 i
159 =9 -

Judgment (1) DB AR 22

(2) How long will you judge unjustly, 2 wswia cnn 7Y ()
and show partiality to the wicked? Selah. 190 WA 2wy 1
(d3) Judge the poor apd fatherless; ' Commanding ninm 57 oy ()

o justice to the afflicted and destitute. the Judges s s 5

(4) Rescue the poor and needy; (2-4) ARTED W) W

deliver them out of the hand of the wicked.

(5) They do not know; they do not understand.

They go about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

Criticism of

TP 77 1072 (7)
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(6) I said, "You are godlike beings, the Judges onR a%7eR AR "X (1)

and all of you sons of the Most High. (5-7) ' 03]73 119y "JZJ

7) Nevertheless, you shall die like men, S LE L

z(m)d fall like one o}; the princes." ]‘]ﬂﬂ.mﬂ D-’RS: 1% (1)
Hashem’s 750 0WT 708
Ultimate

(8) Arise, O God! Judge the earth, Judgement YIRT 0oy @i iy ()

for You shall possess all the nations. (8) o 77;: bU;D DN 73

SHIR SHEL YOM FOR TUESDAY

(2) ROSH HASHANAH 31A

ANTY? %2R P01, innona YR AW v DY 708 NTY2 233 00K DRI 10 whwa

On the third day of the week they would recite the psalm beginning: “God stands in the congregation
of God” (Psalms 82:1), because on the third day of Creation He revealed the land in His wisdom and
thereby prepared the world for His assembly that could now live on the dry land.
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(3) RASHI ROSH HASHANAH 31A
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Because He revealed the land — the place where His congregation stands, as it says “and let the dry land be
seen,” which was said on the third day.

(4) RABBEINU CHANANEL ROSH HASHANAH 31A
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On the third day, they would say “Elokim stands in the congregation of God...” because He revealed the
earth in His wisdom, as it is written, “and let the dry land be seen,” and prepared it for His congregation,
who accepted His laws, as it is written, “if not [for] my covenant day and night, the laws of heaven and earth
I would not have set.” This means that were it not for Israel, who accepted My covenant to study it
day and night, I would not have created heaven and earth.

WHO ARE “ELOHIM"?

(5) SHEMOT 22:8

YR 2773w 927 K22 2omRT TR 7 RAT 0D N WK 772K 22 0¥ A0 DY Al By Ying Sy i oy yws 127 92 9v (1)
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(8) For every matter of trespass, whether it be for ox, for donkey, for sheep, for clothing, or for any kind of
lost thing about which one says, "This is mine,' the cause of both parties shall come before God. He
whom God condemns shall pay double to his neighbor.

(6) ONKELOS SHEMOT 22:8
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(8) In every question of dishonesty whether it involves an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or anything that
was [allegedly] lost of which [a witness] says, “This is it!” the claims of both parties must be brought to
[before] the judges. The one whom the judges find guilty, must pay double restitution to his neighbor.

(7) 1IBN EZRA TEHILLIM 82:1
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IN THE MIDST OF THE JUDGES (ELOHIM) HE JUDGETH. The angels are called elohim (judges),
and the hosts of heaven (Neh. 9:6) [are termed] bene ha-Elohim (the sons of Elohim) (Job 2:1). They are so
called because all of God’s judgments upon the earth are executed by them.

Some say that in the midst of the judges (elohim) is similar to Thou shalt not revile a judge (elohim)
(Exodus 22:27). The meaning of in the midst of the judges He judgeth is that judges should avoid perverting
justice, for God is among them.

HOW WE TREAT THE POOR

(8) YALKUT SHIMONI TEHILLIM 82:3
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Judge the poor and the orphan, and do right for the indigent and destitute — It does not say “have mercy,”
but rather “do right.” Treat hm fairly in justice, but do not from the rich and give to him because he is poor.
Why? “For Hashem is the world and it’s fullness.” “The world is Mine, and I said to make him rich, and you
are taking that which is his.”

(9) SHEMOT 18:13
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Next day, Moses sat as magistrate among the people, while the people stood about Moses from morning
until evening,.

FAILURES OF THE JUDGES

(10) MEIRI TEHILLIM 82:5
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After he spoke about judges who bend justice because they chase after and elevate the faces of the wicked,
he speaks about another kind of judges, which is when judges are appointed who don’t know the ways of
justice.
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(11) RADAK TEHILLIM 82:5
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They walk in darkness, for bribery has blinded them.

JUSTICE AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD

(12) MISHNA AVOT 1:18
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(18) Rabbi Shimon the son of Gamliel said, “on three things does the world endure - justice, truth and
peace, as the verse says (Zechariah 8:16), 'Truth and judgments of peace judge in your gates."”

(13) SHABBAT 10A

Any judge who judges a true judgment truthfully, even if he sits in judgment only one hour, the verse
ascribes to him as if he became a partner to the Holy One, Blessed be He, in the act of Creation

(14) R’ SHIMSHON REPHAEL HIRSCH TEHILLIM 82:1

From Verse 8 of this Psalm it is evident that Asaph does not primarily concern himself with the Jewish
people only, but also pleads the cause of the salvation of all of mankind on earth, the existence and welfare
of all of which is dependent, first of all, upon the proper enforcement of justice. There is nothing that
reveals God to the straight-thinking man more cleatly as the Founder and Maintainer of human society than
the sense of justice which was ingrained into the spirit and conscience of man at the time of Creation. It is
this sense of justice which should be enforced by the sentence of the judges and should become the
“correct,” the rightful order in all interpersonal relationships as well as in the dealings of the individual with
the community and those of the community with the individual. This innate sense of justice represents the
will of God concerning the shaping of human affairs, and every court of justice that is appointed to
proclaim and to enforce this right must look upon itself as DX N7y, “a congregation of God,” a group that
has a part in God’s scheme of things and which to the best of its power and understanding must not allow
itself to be led by any other motive, save the pure perception of justice.
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(15) MAHARSHA ROSH HASHANAH 31A
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On the third day, they would say... For justice is the sustainer of the world, preventing the bringing of a
flood to cover the earth. This is what “until when will you judge unjustly...” means, as they will cause
another flood to come to the world, whose [judgment]| was sealed because of [failures of justice], as it is
written, “for the world was full of corruption.”
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