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Giants Of #8: Rav Saadia vs Aharon ben Meir / Rav Saadia as Gaon

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Some calendar facts

e In Jewish law, the hour is divided into 1080 chalakim. (Each chelek is 3.33 seconds.)
e The molad'is the purported time of conjunction of the Sun and the Moon - the moment of the New Moon

e Two rules

o 1: Rosh haShanah cannot start on Sunday, Wednesday or Friday
2: If the molad is after midday, Rosh Chodesh is postponed until the next day
o So if the molad for Tishrei occurs on Shabbat afternoon, Rosh haShanah is pushed to Monday.

Some of the writings of Rav Saadia Gaon

e Ha’Egron dictionary for poets

e Sefer haGalui recording battles against heresy

e Ha’Emunot v'haDeiot on Jewish belief

e Polemics against Karaites

e Arabic Targum and commentary for much of Tanach
e Arabic translation and commentary on Sefer Yetzirah
e Responsa and smaller halachic works

e Arabic commentary on Rabbi Yishmael’s 13 middot

o Klalei haTalmud
e Siddur
e Piyutim

The Siddur of Rav Saadia Gaon, Azharot for Shavuot
https://www.hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx2req=20685&st=&pgnum=250
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4. Rashi to Shemot 24:12
“I will give you the stone tablets and the Torah and the mitzvah | have recorded, fo teach them.”
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All 613 mitzvot are included in the aseret hadibrot, and Rabbeinu Saadya explained, in the AzAarothe composed, the
mitzvot linked to each dibbur.

5. Rav Saadia Gaon, Introduction to his Targum (Hebrew from Rav Kapach)
297 WO WAWA D27 12 25w V92,711 90 SN LW TR 1A W2 WK 270N TR NWR2Y XOX AT 790 PN1an RN
NPWY IR KDY N1YOWT M 01V KDY L0V TM2WN XD 22191377 MPKRY 12 R2AR KDY .NIPRWYAT MIODNT Mo
...7292 7707 MIRPR IV DANR ROX L1YNWE MXNT
| didn’t write this text other than because some of the students asked me to separate the simple meaning of the Torah
into a separate book, without mixing in matters of linguistic usage, synonyms, antonyms and borrowed terms. And | will
not bring in it the questions of heretics or my responses to them, and the branches of the rational commandments and
how to fulfill the revealed commandments. | will only translate the verses of the Torah, exclusively...
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3 Why didn’t Gd guard Hevel?
7 Why isn’t suffering absent from humanity?
7 Why don’t people live forever, without descending to the grave?
1 If there are forms of impurity in people, what good does bathing [in a mikvah] do?

7. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra to Bereishit 3:9 shitah acheret

“And Gd called fo the man, and said to him: Where are you2”
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The bones of Chivi haKalbi should be silenced, for he said that had Adam not answered, he would not have been

found. There is proof, but Kayin denied and Gd said to him, “The voice of the blood of your brother.” The Torah only

spoke with human language, as an introduction to the matter.

8. Rav Saadya Gaon’s answer to Question 3
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When Adam’s sons brought offerings, Gd accepted the younger, for from the best of his food he brought to the royal
ruler. The degraded and rejected, the greater brought compared to the smaller. Gd informed him he was rejected, and
he did not repent and he hated.

He struck his brother, and Gd asked so that he might admit it. He played the fool in his reply, like a trickster and hunter.
Gd punished him, striking him with rage, for the blood of His servants He will avenge, and his life He will redeem.

| will answer your question with a mighty reply, as far as your question as to why Gd did not guard him, and his
descendant was not destroyed. This would be right to say, were this the world of one person, with one dwelling, but
because there are others in the world, all was created for education.

Rejoice not, those who cheat others here in their plots; their leg will stumble at the time Gd chooses to punish them.
Those who are cheated, crushed and bent need not mourn, for Gd can change it and they will not return emptyhanded.
For corruption does not cease to extend its hand, and one who is attacked is not always saved from its brand, but there
is a day for each one, his allotment for his measure, whether one who serves Gd or one who does not.

9. Rav Saadia Gaon’s answer to Question 7
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You also inquired about the types of suffering — the famine, illness, terror, theft and damage, the heat and the cold; why
are these not lost from man2 All of these are one question; you were overly verbose.

Know and see that Gd rebukes creatures for their benefit, that they may know the pain and bitterness of rebuke, and so
that they will cease to practice evil. For this He will give them over. They would not learn this, were suffering lost.

10.Rav Saadia Gaon’s answer to Question 11
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You have expressed wonder, and asked stubbornly, why a man does not live eternally, without descending to Sheol.
Would that Man had been created initially in Olam haBa, to be redeemed! And instead Gd desired to place him here,
in pain and exhaustion.

[Even with] Gd having done all of this, there are still many who rebel. [Even though] Gd intimidates them, there are
those who rebel against His law. How much more so if they were not afraid! Then, as one group, none of them would
work.

Would it be wise for your form to be kept alive forever, or to save it from trouble and pain and trembling? What
intelligence could judge to save you from stumbling — when you have fomented rebellion against the Eternal One?
Verdicts and suffering are prepared for scorners; angry fifleh was arranged from yesterday for them. It will be dark at
the time of trouble, the day of battle and wars. You will be as one of them, in the rage of the punishing Gd.

11.Rav Saadya Gaon's answer to Question 1
PN 102 DO 70 ORI RO O PINM N2 — NAAR — 1% XY PR 1R
703 7277 PO WK 010 PATY INRAYVA 71°272) YW1 UM
Q77D TY NIRAL INRP R’Y 1°1°7) 93 %D QTIRT T2 IRAW PR OO VIN VT



DTXM 922 N1 21971 i DWTR D70V MY WRD 07192 10 7Y
JARD AT X710 11 o0 171X 720 072 YWAT DRMIY MIRALT 29
2722 7Y 5020 MR R 721191 93 791 259 1959
How were they not formed holy, inside and out, you asked. And what good would it do for a vessel filled with excrement
to be washed? You compared Man to a sheretz and a clay receptacle, in its impurity to wash. | will offer words of reply
to you, and my message will be quick.
Know that there is no impurity in the innards of Man; his liquids are not deemed impure until they separate from him.
Therefore when they [do not yet] separate as their Founder commanded, they are holy inside and [impure only when]
outside.
Only the case of those who are impure with the impurity of wickedness will cause you confusion. The water can depart
from the sea and your arrogance will not be purified. What will all manner of waves benefit the heart of a heretic2 He
has declared: Cleanse your heart of evil.

Toldot: Lessons of a Lentil Stew

12. Bereishit 25:29-34

And Yaakov cooked stew, and Esav came from the field, and he was tired. And Esav said to Yaakov: Pour down my
throat now (or: please) of this red (adom), red stuff, for | am tired. Therefore he/it was called Edom.

And Yaakov said: Sell me, today, your birthright.

And Esav said: Behold, | am going to die, what is a birthright o me?

And Yaakov said: Swear to me today.

And he swore to him, and he sold his birthright to Yaakov.

And Yaakov gave Esav bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went. And Esav scorned the birthright.

13.Did Esav really sell the birthright for a bowl of stew?
e Yaakov gave the stew from the beginning (Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, HaKtav v'haKabbalah)
e The meal was to mark the transaction, which was made with money (Radak’s father, Chizkuni, Hadar Zekeinim)
e Yaakov presented the sale as taking responsibility for Esav, as the “older” brother (Abarbanel)

14.Talmud, Sanhedrin 106b
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Mar son of Raveina told his son: Don't increase your derashotabout any of them, except wicked Bilam. As much as you
can find to say about him, say it.

15. Examples
e Shemuel | 6:12 pphini7Ad “And they went straight” “And they sang”
o Shemuel | 14:47 yw “He destroyed” “He ruined”

e Shemuel | 16:12 MR “Ruddy” “Like Esav”



