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THE ORIGIN OF P’'SUKEI D’ZIMRA

(1) SHABBAT 118B
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Rabbi Yosei said: May my portion be among those who complete hallel every day. Is that so? Didn’t the
Master say: One who reads hallel every day is tantamount to one who curses and blasphemes God. When
we say this statement of Rabbi Yosei, we are referring to the verses of praise [pesukei dezimra].

(2) RASHI SHABBAT 118B
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Pesukei D'zimra: The two psalms of praise--Praise G-d from on High (Heaven) (Psalms 148) and Praise G-
d in His Holiness (Psalms 150).

(3) RIF SHABBAT 44A
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What are they? From Tehillah 1."David until Ko/ HalNeshamah Tehalel Y ah.

WHAT’S WRONG AND RIGHT WITH DAILY HALLEL?

(4) TEHILLIM 44:8-17

NPITIM NNIT X () .NID AN BT PRV BN 52 1PDN OONDNI (V) .NIYIAN 1NIWYNI XN NRYYIN 22 (N)
9907 (1) NTT 01321 YIND INYD 1NN (2%) mb IOW IRIWNI 1Y 0 TINK NDYA (X)) APNINIYD YD N9)
THn 012 b\vn PPN (V) IPNIVIVY OIP) Wy uu:\vb 9N NRYOYN (T7) .0D>NNA 127 NI 1IN NI 7Y

.DPINNI 1IN 9D M 99NN bwb (1) NP 29 MY >T)) NN OPD b:> (10) .DMINY2 YN

(8) But You have saved us from our adversaries, and have put to shame those that hate us. (9) In God have
we gloried all the day, and we will give thanks to Your name forever. Selah (10) Yet You have cast off and
brought us to humiliation. You do not go forth with our armies. (11) You make us turn back from the
adversary; and those that hate us take plunder for themselves. (12) You have given us like sheep to be eaten,
and have scattered us among the nations. (13) You sell Your people for small gain, and have not set their
prices high. (14) You make us a taunt to our neighbors, a scorn and a derision to those around us. (15) You
make us a byword among the nations, a shaking of the head among the peoples. (16) All day my humiliation
is before me, and the shame of my face has covered me, (17) at the voice of him that taunts and blasphemes
because of the enemy and the revengeful.
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(5) MESHECH CHOCHMAH VAYIKRA 26:4
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Therefore, one who says Hallel HaGadol every day, which indicates that it is appropriate to give thanks only
on those [Divine| actions which are miraculous, but those natural works don’t require their Creator after
they were made, he is curser and blasphemer. However, one who says Tebi/lah I.’David each day, which
speaks about the actions of the natural system which exists every day, he is assured his spot in the World to
Come.

It is not so wondrous for God to act in a miraculous fashion without a natural system, like the zann. But the
wonderous idea of nature is that it nourishes constantly, as it sustains things that exist and the combinations
of disparate materials. In a natural fashion, each day the nourishment of thousands of thousands of
uncountable creatures with food, such that each is sustained from nature, is an act which testifies to
Wisdom and Completeness, and the Honor of God to those who understand, much more than miracles.

THE UNIQUE NATURE OF THESE SIX MIZMORIM - AND DO THEY FIT TOGETHER?

(6) MEYUCHAS L’'RASHBAM TEHILLIM 145:1
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It is called a Tehillah because from here until the end of the book, there is not one word of request. Rather,
everything is praise. (Vatican 274 manuscript, pp. 190b: “I found this in the commentary of Rabbi Shmuel
the Frenchman, the son of Rabbi Meir).
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RESPONDING TO DAVID’S CALL

(7) SEPTUAGINT TEHILLIM 146-148

Alleluia, a Psalm of Aggaeus and Zacharias.

THE SECRET OF TEHILLIM 150

(8) BERACHOT 43B
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Rav Zutra bar Toviya said that Rav said: From where is it derived that one recites a blessing over scent? As
it is stated: “Let every soul praise the Lord” (Psalms 150:6). He explains the verse: What is it from which the
soul derives benefit and the body does not derive benefit from it? You must say: That is scent.
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