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JEWISH RESPONSES TO THE DISCOVERY OF FOSSILS

(1) NETZIV BEREISHIT 7:23 (19T CENTURY LITHUANIA)
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And He melted all of the living beings — their bodies were melted. The verse was precise in saying “that
were on the face of the land,” because it was specifically those that dwelled on the face of the land [that
melted away|. However, some bodies remained, upon which much dirt fell because of the flow of the water,
and the bodies remained. These, behold, are the bones which diggers find, as they find bones of creatures
that do not presently exist in the world. From this, many have determined that before this world, there was
another world with different creatures.

In truth, it says many times in Bereishit Rabbah (9:2), on the verse, “Behold, it was very good”: This teaches
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu created many worlds and destroyed them, and said ‘these are good to me and
these are not good to me.’... However, in my opinion it is difficult to say so, as it says in Shemot Rabbah
(30:3): “This is the account of the heavens and the earth” — what before this was invalidated? Hashem
created worlds, examined them, and did not enjoy them, so He transformed them to #bu va-vobu. 1f so, there
would have been no remnant [of these worlds].

Rather, it seems that these bones are from before the Flood. Even though they appear in climates in which
they don’t live, this happened because they changed their ways upon the earth before the Flood and traveled
to other places. That which we find that they are unique creatures, it is because they bred two different
species and created unique creatures, like the mule which comes from the horse and camel. It was Divine
Providence that these bones would survive to the later generation, such that we might recognize the secrets
of nature, which is the Glory of God, as I wrote in my commentary to the song of Ha’azinu. It is just that at
that time, it was His Will that they would be melted from the earth so that they wouldn’t be seen at all, so
the people wouldn’t attempt to interbreed and create these creatures again. Therefore, the verse repeats,
“they were melted from the land,” as it was Divine Providence that the unusual bones would not be found
in that generation or in subsequent generations, so that they wouldn’t attempt to renew them. Therefore,
their memory was erased from the earth.
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(2) R’ YISRAEL LIFSCHITZ, DRUSH OR HACHAYIM (SHABBAT CHOL
HAMOED PESACH, 1842)

LGAS rcgards the past, Rabbi Avahu states at the btginning of Bereishis
Rabbabh that the words “and it was evening, and it was morning”
indicate that there was a series of epochs before then; the Holy One
created worlds and destroyed them, approving some and nort others.
The Kabbalists cxpandrd upon this statement and revealed that this
process is repeated seven times, cach Sabbarical cycle achieving greater
ptrﬂ:ctiun than the last... They also tell us that we are now in the

midst of the fourth of these great cycles of perfection...

The questing spirit of man, probing and d::lving into the recesses of
the earth, in the Pyrenees, the (:arpathians, the Rnck}-’ Mountains in
America, and the Hima]u}ras, has found them to be formed ofmight}r
layers nfrﬂck]ying upon onc anorherin amazing and chaoricformations,
explicable only in terms of revolutionary transtormations of the earth’s
surface. Probing still further below the carth’s surface, geologists have
found four distinct layers of rock, and berween the layers fossilized
rt:rl‘lain!-; (}F Creaturces. JII‘I[}EC in thc Iowcr ]HFCTS arec (]F MOonsirous 5‘[1"_'
and structure, while those in the h[ghtr layt‘rs are prugrt‘ss[vdy smaller

in size but incomparah]y more rehined in structure and form.

Furthermore, they [ound in Siberia in 1807, under the eternal ice of

those regions, a monstrous type of elephant, some three or four times
I'J.T{_:'Cr than thUSL‘ {"Uund tuda}"...

Similarly, fossilized remains of sea creatures have been found within
the recesses of the highest mountains, and one natural scientist, Cuvier,
has calculated that of every 78 species found in the earth, 48 are no

|nngcr found in our present cpﬂch.

We also know of the remains of an enormous creature found d:cp in
the earth near Baltimore, seventeen feer long, eleven feer high from
the Furt:]::gs to the shoulder, and nine feet from the hind legs to its
back. Bones of this creature have been found in Europe, and in the
Harz Mountains. This species has been given the name "mammoth.”
Another gigantic creature whose fossilized remains have been found
is that which is called “Eguanodnn," which stood hfteen feet hig]‘l and
measured thirty feet in length; from its internal structure, scientists
have determined that it was herbivorous. Another creature is thar
which is called “megalosaurus,” which was slighty smaller than the
iguanodon, but which was meat-cating,

From all this, we can see thar all thar the Kabbalists have told us for
so many years about the repeated destruction and renewal of the earth

has tound clear confirmation in our time.
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(3) MALBIM BEREISHIT 7:23 (19T CENTURY UKRAINE)
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“And they were erased from the land” — that even though the mighty bones of many remained like iron
javelins and were not erased, nevertheless they were erased from the [surface of the] land, for the flooding
of water transported the carcasses into the depths, and most were swallowed up in the bottoms of the
watery depths, such that, when Noach left the Ark, he found no sign of the corpses of the animals, the
bones of the giants, and the great living creatures which existed before the flood. “The testimonies of
Hashem are trustworthy, they give wisdom to fools” to reply to the scholars of geology who dig in the
depths of the earth and find large bones from giants and huge animals that were destroyed from the earth
and have not existed since the days of the deluge, and they prove the antiquity of the world from this.

For they think that the earth is made of different materials, such that at each depth, there is a different kind
of earth. And they calculate, based on the quality of the earth in which they find the bones, and based on
this they determine how long must have passed for these kinds of earth to develop, which is longer than
10,000 years, and that there were creatures that predate our creation. All of this is falsehood and
nothingness, for at the time of the Flood, the earth opened it’s mouth because of the wicked who came
from the watery depths, and the deep rose to the surface while the upper surface descended and brought the
corpses of the animals exceedingly deep...

(4) LUBAVITCHER REBBE, LETTER ON 18 TEVET, 5722 (DECEMBER 25,
1961)

The argument from the discovery of the fossils is by no means conclusive evidence of the great antiquity of
the earth, for the following reasons:

(a) In view of the unknown conditions which existed in prehistoric" times, conditions of atmospheric
pressures, temperatures, radioactivity, unknown catalyzers, etc., etc. as already mentioned, conditions that is,
which could have caused reactions and changes of an entirely different nature and tempo from those known
under the present-day orderly processes of nature, one cannot exclude the possibility that dinosaurs existed
5722 years ago, and became fossilized under terrific natural cataclysms in the course of a few years rather
than in millions of years; since we have no conceivable measurements or criteria of calculations under those
unknown conditions.
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(b) Even assuming that the period of time which the Torah allows for the age of the world is definitely too
short for fossilization (although I do not see how one can be so categorical), we can still readily accept the
possibility that G-d created ready fossils, bones or skeletons (for reasons best known to him), just as he
could create ready living organisms, a complete man, and such ready products as oil, coal or diamonds,
without any evolutionary process.

As for the question, if it be true as above (b), why did G-d have to create fossils in the first place? The
answer is simple: We cannot know the reason why G-d chose this manner of creation in preference to
another, and whatever theory of creation is accepted, the question will remain unanswered. The question,
Why create a fossil? is no more valid than the question, Why create an atom? Certainly, such a question
cannot serve as a sound argument, much less as a logical basis, for the evolutionary theory.

HANDLING NEW SCIENTIFIC “DISCOVERIES”

(5) MAIMONIDES, GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED 2:25 (12TH CENTURY
EGYPT)

We do not reject the Eternity of the Universe because certain passages in Scripture confirm the Creation;
for such passages are not more numerous than those in which God is represented as a corporeal being; nor
is it impossible or difficult to find for them a suitable interpretation. We might have explained them in the
same manner as we did in respect to the Incorporeality of God. We should perhaps have had an easier task
in showing that the Scriptural passages referred to are in harmony with the theory of the Eternity of the
Universe if we accepted the latter, than we had in explaining the anthropomorphisms in the Bible when we
rejected the idea that God is corporeal.

For two reasons, however, we have not done so, and have not accepted the Eternity of the Universe. First,
the Incorporeality of God has been demonstrated by proof: those passages in the Bible, which in their literal
sense contain statements that can be refuted by proof, must and can be interpreted otherwise. But the
Eternity of the Universe has not been proved; a mere argument in favour of a certain theory is not sufficient
reason for rejecting the literal meaning of a Biblical text, and explaining it figuratively, when the opposite
theory can be supported by an equally good argument.

Secondly, our belief in the Incorporeality of God is not contrary to any of the fundamental principles of our
religion: it is not contrary to the words of any prophet. Only ignorant people believe that it is contrary to the
teaching of Scripture: but we have shown that this is not the case: on the contrary, Scripture teaches the
Incorporeality of God. If we were to accept the Eternity of the Universe as taught by Aristotle, that
everything in the Universe is the result of fixed laws, that Nature does not change, and that there is nothing
supernatural, we should necessarily be in opposition to the foundation of our religion, we should disbelieve
all miracles and signs, and certainly reject all hopes and fears derived from Scripture, unless the miracles are
also explained figuratively. The Allegorists amongst the Mohammedans have done this, and have thereby
arrived at absurd conclusions. If, however, we accepted the Eternity of the Universe in accordance with the
second of the theories which we have expounded above (ch. xxiii.), and assumed, with Plato, that the
heavens are likewise transient, we should not be in opposition to the fundamental principles of our religion;
this theory would not imply the rejection of miracles, but, on the contrary, would admit them as possible.
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The Scriptural text might have been explained accordingly, and many expressions might have been found in
the Bible and in other writings that would confirm and support this theory. But there is no necessity for this
expedient, so long as the theory has not been proved. As there is no proof sufficient to convince us, this

theory need not be taken into consideration, nor the other one; we take the text of the Bible literally, and say

that it teaches us a truth which we cannot prove; and the miracles are evidence for the correctness of our
view.

KEY THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS

WHY DOES THE TORAH NOT TALK ABOUT DINOSAURS? OR DOES IT?

(6) BEREISHIT 1:21

NN 922 9IY 52 NN DNPNY DIAD INIY YN NYHRIN MND ¥I) 52 NX) DXYTIN DIIND NX DIPON N2 (ND)
2210 ) DPON N

(21) God created the great sea creatures, every living creature that creeps which the waters swarmed forth,
of all kinds, and every winged bird of every kind. God saw that it was good.

IS EVOLUTION AN ACCEPTABLE JEWISH BELIEF? HOW OLD IS THE UNIVERSE?

(7) RAV SHIMSHON RAPHAEL HIRSCH

Judaism is not frightened even by the hundreds of thousands and
millions of years which the geological theory of the carth’s development
bandies about so freely... Our Rabbis, the Sages of Judaism, discuss
(Midrash Rabbah 9; Talmud Chagigah 16a) the possibility that earlier
worlds were brought into existenee and subsequently destroyed by
the Creator before He made our own earth in its present form and

l'_."rdl.'.' .

Rabbi Samson Raphacl Hirsch, “The Educational Value of Judaism,”
in Calfected Writings, vol. VI, p. 205

WHY DID HASHEM NEED TO CREATE DINOSAURS?
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