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THE TEXT OF THE MIZMOR
(1) TEHILLIM 100
(1) A Psalm of thanksgiving. Introduction (1) 17in% 2iamn (X)

Shout to Hashem, all the earth. . . PINT 5;) S5y w1
Serving Hashem with i

Joy (1-2) .
(2) Serve Hashem with gladness; a2 o™ Nk 172y (2)
come before His presence with singing. T2 1»;;1'? N3
(3) Know
. ) w7 ()
that Hashem He is God; Knowledge of Hashem n*-bx X370 03

it is He that has made us, and we are His, (3)
His people, and the flock of His pasture. NI (R?) [7'77] NYY X7

Jnoyan NX) ey

(4) Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
and into His courts with praise.
Give thanks to Him, and bless His name.

n:rin:-g 1"1;727 N2 (7)
nPan2 YRI%n

Thanksgiving (4-5) JnY 1972 §9 1710
(5) For Hashem is good. His mercy endures 1700 0RivH o™ 21w 3 (7)
forever, ingmy A7) 7 )

and His faithfulness to all generations.

“ALL THE EARTH"

THE WORKINGS OF THE KORBAN TODAH

(2) VAYIKRA 7:11-16

NTIND NAT DY 2P0 NP2 NTIN DY DX (23) 17 P2 YN DXRZYN NAT NN NN (X))
n‘:n oy (») .ypva 3'1'71'73 APIR 2279 NYD) YIYA OXNYN NIND YPIP) PY2 nbm NixN NIvN
Y192 71 I 12 Y20 TN MR I () 1PH2Y NTIN NIY 9Y DI P2 YN BN
P2 7Y 19N N2 ND DIN 1327 012 PNYY NTIR N2 T (V) .M 1D DINIYD DT NN PRD

(11) This is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which one shall offer to Hashem. (12) If he offers it
for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mixed with oil,
and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes of soaked fine flour mixed with oil. (13) With cakes of
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leavened bread he shall offer his offering with the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving. (14) Of it
he shall offer one out of each offering for a heave offering to Hashem. It shall be the priest's who sprinkles
the blood of the peace offerings. (15) The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall
be eaten on the day of his offering. He shall not leave any of it until the morning,.

(3) HA’AMEK DAVAR VAYIKRA 7:13

212 LYI ONJA NN N NT OYVLNI DY DIV N ITON DY YT NIN OIN DY NAY NTIN THOONT PIn
. DYVIN 217 95 DIN NAD 1N NAIPN 0P NNX NTIVOD DY N2 PPV YT 1N .00V KN NTIN NN
NDN 1D N9 HINI IR MY DN RIN NNNT YIN OND NI NDIN 1PV I7N)

The idea is that the purpose of the Todah, which comes after a miracle, is in order to express the kindness
of Hashem that He granted to him. For this reason, the verse expands the quantity of bread and minimizes
the time of consumption of the Todah, more than other Shelamim-offerings. That is, it is so that many
friends will join a single meal on the day of the offering, and he will relate the miracle before many people...
If so, the main “eating” is the leavened bread, as mwarzah is “bread of affliction” and isn’t consumed nicely
like chamets,.

THE NATURE OF JEWISH JOY

(4) TEHILLIM 2:11

NTYI2 AN P D N ITIY

(11) Serve Hashem with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

(5) RADAK TEHILLIM 100:2

INNYI DR NNNYA TR XD OX NNNYA YD DX ITIY XN (N2 O¥DNN) TN Y)Y X ITIY NI - WITD)
DN NN PRY N7APNY H99NN NNRY NNV T XX N72PNY D59NN NNRY NYYA 1N 27 90N IR PN
N2 Y YT2Y 190 TINON IR ROV 91D

In the Midrash: It is written, “serve Hashem in fear” and it is written, “serve Hashem in joy.” If it is in fear,
how can it be in joy, and if it is in joy, how can it be in fear? Rabbi Ibo says: At the time when you pray to
Hashem, your heart should be joyous, since you are praying to Hashem, who is unique among “gods.” You
might think that there should be no fear, but the verse teaches, “serve Hashem in fear.”

(6) ETZ YOSEF TEHILLIM 100:4

1% 9 MTIND DNNX D20 ,05°91) NXTIN NMINID OONN VYN 1D MITIND DONN NIMTYW NN 0) NON ,TIY NI
19D VX N9 YD ,00NTIAYA NNV IZ YTIN DT DY NYNN PRISN INTIND PIYY ININY NN DY 2D 749 ¥ 1IN 90N
A9 NRTIN DWW TIam
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Moreover, even the fact that Hashem granted you the ability to thank Him and values you enough to accept
thanksgiving from your mouths itself obligates you to give thanks to Him. This is what “give thanks to
Him” refers to: the fact that you enter His gates in thanksgiving and His courtyards in praise itself [warrants]
“give thanks to Him” who wanted your service. For who are we before Him, the Blessed One, to value the
praise of our mouths.

(7) ROBERT ALTER TEHILLIM 100:4

The gates are the threshold, the point where the pilgrim crosses from the zone of the profane into the
sacred precincts of the Temple. It is understandable that they appear in various psalms as a beckoning
image, the palace where the lover enters the realm of his desires. The two versets of this line also neatly
illustrate the frequent phenomenon of narrative development from the first verset to the second. First, the
pilgrims are enjoined to enter the gates; then they are standing within, in the courts of the Temple.

(8) RAV HIRSCH TEHILLIM 100:2

It is regrettable that the concept of “Divine Service” is understood to consist primarily of the ritual of prayer
and sacrifice in the temple and synagogues. This is not in accordance with the Jewish idea of /N nT1ay. This,
the true “service of the Lord,” is primarily and most truly performed in the process of day-to-day living. “To
serve God” means to devore all one’s energy, all the means and talents at one’s disposal and every moment
of one’s life to the execution of God’s will, and he whose entire life is devoted to the service of the Lord in
this spirit is called /7 72y. Prayer and the offering of sacrifices are called “Divine Service” only because
through them we prepare and consecrate ourselves anew each time for that which is the actual service of the
Lord. They are symbolic acts...

In Psalm 99 we read of the earnestness of attitude and resolve with which the nations shall one day enter
into the covenant of God and thus come into His presence. Here, in the first verse of Psalm 100, this
solemnity is recapitulated in the call to the world to render homage to the Lord with PyyIn. At the same
time, however, mankind is called upon to dedicate itself to this life of solemn Divine service with rejoicing
and to complete it with joy. For it is such a life, and such a life, only, that can give us true NNNVY, the feeling
of steady and constant spiritual and moral “growth,” the continuous growth of all that is truly human in us,
a blissful joy of life that is not subject to change in any manner by the outward circumstances which life may
bring. Thus, serving God with all our lives should not be to us a burden to be borne because of fear. We are
summoned to serve the Lord with gladness, and to serve Him outside the confines of the Temple. For it is
only if we thus serve Him in our everyday lives that /1) N2, the mood of joy which will remain in our hearts
as a result will accompany us into the House of the Lord.
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WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW

(9) MALBIM TEHILLIM 100:3

,0%127 772 NIN PON NOINN D77 — 1YY NN

LU0 PRND NMIN NUYY T8N0 X

NNYYNA PIP I PR S7ARY INN IYIYD NMITIONY .a
,TIP TR NI NOD WD L PIPN DINM 1NN DY

Y NMINY MININD TSN )

LDMN D393 NYINY IR INIPI) INY NNINY NMNX 7NN XINY TSN T
He created us — our relationship to him has four layers,
1. In as much as He created us from nothing,
2. He is not like other creators, who afterwards have no stake in their creations,
We are His in the sense of ownership, as it says “is he not our Father, our Owner?”
3. From the perspective of His behavior towards us, as we are His nation

4. In as much as He sustains us and we are the sheep of His flock, like the sheep of a shepherd who
sustains them.

(10) RAV HIRSCH TEHILLIM 100:3

Those who are thus summoned to God’s Temple should be imbued with the understanding that "7, the God
Whose Sanctuary they are about to enter and Whose Law reposes in that Sanctuary, is ©PON, the Creator,
Lawgiver, Ruler, and Regulator of the Universe. 3wy XN, They should know that He not only is the God of
the Universe, but that He has demonstrated in Israel’s historic establishment that He is also the God of
every single individual. We are His creature through and through, and, as is pointed out by the 2>1n25 N, we
owe not even the most insignificant part of our existence to ourselves... Those who would enter into the
Jewish Sanctuary of God should make these convictions their own, and enter with all their conduct and with
the life they lead into the relationship with God as described in Verse 4.

BUT WHO NEEDS TO KNOW?

(11) RASHI TEHILLIM 100:2

PR 1T NTIAY YT HAX DINDIYD TOVW DOWNYI DINDNN NIN ¥ ¥ IYT NN TI Y1 — NNNWYA ¥ IR ITAY (2)
L0V PRYYN PRY NNNYA Ty oNd
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Serve the Lord with joy - Now why so much? You should know the Lord is God, Who recompenses you
with reward for your work, but the heathens need not worship with joy because their deities do not give
them any reward.

(12) MIDRASH TANCHUMA NOACH 19

N0 NN INIY DY HAN ..DTYI2 DM DX N DX ITAY NN 9102 22N NN L,0M0YN DY 1270 NI Do
N DNITD ,NTIND DY TIT YT NV, 1IN IRIY DY 10HIN IMNY /NI 179D NI NNNYA N NN YT
JNTINYD

The whole psalm speaks about gentiles. What does it say at the end of the mzizmor® “Serve Hashem with fear
and rejoice in trembling...” However, regarding Jews, what does it write? “Serve Hashem with joy, enter
before him in song.” This psalm was composed regarding Jews, as David established it on the Todah, as it
says, “Mizmor L'Todah.”

HASHEM’S KINDNESS IS FOREVER

(13) SHULCHAN ARUCH ORACH CHAIM 51:9

DTIND 1N NIN 502D NITNY NIPYD DIV NN VINND ¥ NTIND 1IN

Mizmor 1."Todah should be recited in music, since all songs will eventually be cancelled, except for mzmor
['todah.

FURTHER READING

(14) ZOHAR BEMIDBAR 118A

JRNDOND P2 NN, NTYI2 I IR M DX ITAY (2 DY) ININ THX 2IND),NNNYA Y DX ITIY IDINX TON 2IND
NINN RYIND IXIY ORIYT RINTD XD NUOTP RYIND IXIY ORIYT NINTD XD NON

One verse says, “serve Hashem in joy,” while another verse says, “serve Hashem in fear and rejoice in
trembling.” What is the difference between these two? This applies when Israel dwells in the Holy Land,
and this applies when Israel dwells in other lands.

(15) RADAK TEHILLIM 100:2

HY NOANY NTYI2I1D)HN ONN) ... N2 TNYY HAN NN ©DIYA (N2 DHNN) TN Y NN ITIY NON 2 1IN
.INNYA Y NN YTAY N ODIN MININ

Rabbi Acha says: “Serve Hashem in fear” in this world, but in the future, you will “rejoice in trembling” that
I will bring upon the nations of the world. This is what “serve Hashem in joy” means.
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