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THE TEXT OF THE MIZMOR

(1)

TEHILLIM 20

(1) For the leader. A Psalm of David.

(2) May Hashem answer you on the day
of trouble; may the name of the God of
Jacob protect you.

(3) May He send forth your help from
the sanctuary and support you out of
Zion;

(4) May He receive the memorial of all
your meal-offerings and accept the fat
of your burnt-sacrifice. Selah.

(5) May He grant your heart's desire and
tulfill all your counsel.

(6) We will shout for joy in your victory,
and in the name of our God we will set

up our standards. May Hashem fulfill all

your requests.

(7) Now know I that Hashem saves His
anointed. He will answer him from His
holy heaven with the mighty acts of His
saving right hand.

(8) Some trust in chariots, and some in
hotses; but we will swear in the name of
Hashem our God.

(9) They have knelt and fallen; but we
have risen and stand upright.

(10) Save, Hashem! May the King

answer us on the day that we call.

Introduction (1)

Prayer in Time of
Trouble (2-6)

Confidence in
Hashem'’s Salvation

(6-9)

Conclusion (10)
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YAAKOV’S GOD?

(2) RADAK TEHILLIM 20:2
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The name of the God of Yaakov — It says “the God of Yaakov” because Yaakov saw more troubles in his
own life than Avraham and Yitzchak...

In another place, it says: “From here we learn that one who owns a beam should approach carrying the thick
portion of the beam,” [meaning] that Yaakov was our father alone, while Avraham had another son,
Yishmael, and Yitzchak had Eisav.

We can also explain that the meaning of “God of Yaakov” is about all of the nation of Israel, who are called
“Yaakov” and “Yisrael.”

(3) DEVARIM RABBAH 2:11
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Another interpretation: “May Hashem answer you on the day of trouble.” What is the “day of trouble”?
Reish Lakish said, “To what is this matter comparable? To a woman sitting on a birthing stool, and was
having a painful childbirth. They said, “The One who answered your mother, He will answer you.” Similarly,
David said to Bnei Yisrael, “The One who answered Yaakov, He will answer you.” What did Yaakov pray? ‘I
will make an altar there to the God who answers me on the day of my trouble.” So too you, ‘May Hashem
answer you on the day of trouble; may the name of the God of Yaakov fortify you.”

(4) RAV SHIMSHON REPHAEL HIRSCH TEHILLIM 20:2

The Lord will give you help once your distress has become urgent. But it is the OV, the recognition,
awareness of and trust in the ApY> YPON, in God as revealed to Jacob in his trials and tribulations which will
give you the inner exaltation that you must have in order to persevere until help will come at last.
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(5) IBN TEHILLIM 20:4

MINNDNN NY2 DIWVIY P MDYV : DIININ U

Others say that they used to offer sacrifices when waging war.

(6) RASHI TEHILLIM 20:4

.NN2NA OHDONN DARY MDINN DN — TNOWY PIINN

Your meal-offerings and burnt-offerings — These are the prayers which you prayer during wartime.

HOW DO WE COME TO SEE HASHEM'S SALVATION?

(7) DA’AT MIKRA TEHILLIM 20
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(8) MALBIM TEHILLIM 20:10
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This verse expresses the topic of the whole passage. On the day that we call, the king will respond, “Hashem
saves!” At the time that we call in prayer on behalf of the king, David, King David will respond, saying,
“Hashem saves,” meaning, “I don’t trust in armies or might, but rather in Hashem’s salvation,” since it
happened that Hashem alone saved him.

(9) DEVARIM 20:1
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When you go forth to battle against your enemies, and see horses, chariots, and a people more than you, you
shall not be afraid of them; for Hashem your God is with you, who brought you up out of the land of

Egypt.

(10) SHEMOT 15:19
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(1) Then Moshe and the Children of Israel sang this song to Hashem, and said, "I will sing to Hashem, for
he has triumphed gloriously. The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea... (17) You shall bring them
in, and plant them in the mountain of your inheritance, the place, Hashem, which you have made for
yourself to dwell in; the sanctuary, Lord, which your hands have established. (18) Hashem shall reign forever
and ever." (19) For the horses of Paroh went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into the sea, and
Hashem brought back the waters of the sea on them; but the Children of Israel walked on dry land in the
midst of the sea.

(11) MALBIM TEHILLIM 20:6
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At the time that the banner of war is raised, it should be raised in the name of Hashem, since Hashem is a
general who walks before you, and the banner is called by His name. We are drawn after His banner. In as
much as Hashem fulfilled your desires, we know that He will fulfill the other things you request.
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FURTHER READING

(12) AVUDRAHAM, SEDER TEFILLOT HA-YOM, SIYUM HA-TEFILLAH
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(13) METZUDOT DAVID TEHILLIM 20:7
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Now I know — From the wonders that were done now, for David, I know that until Hashem had saved his
anointed one in as much as he was not captured by Shaul. It was not coincidence or cunning that saved him.
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